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F iſbing 22 es, Per 
* 5 many large wor, abeady 


written upon our Liturgy, that have been 
received with general approbation. | But 
yet as theſe have been the better re- 
cered; becauſe written in different: ways.; 
fo this Performance, whatever it is 
in uſelf, yet being the firſt publiſhed 
upon this Subject in the way of Sers 
mons, may upon that accoum, ineet 
with ſome reception,\ and (I hope) * 
Sea of. ſame ſervice-to the world. 
N A2 [ ws, 


I be PRE FACE. | 
Beſides, the Reft have been compleat 
works upon the whole Liurgy, having 
gone thro all the Offices of it: whereas 
I have only ſe eparated that Part of it, 
which contams the Service generally 
uſed on Sundays and H A 1 when 
there is no Cuumunion: and ſo have 
cut H all that critical knowledge of 
zhe Calendar, Rubrics, and Prefaces 
coming before, as well as of all the par- 
ticular Offices following it, namely, of 
Baptiſm, Confirmation, &'c. which - 
the others have treated of. For the uſe 
of theſe, ibo of - landing. —_ ity to. 
the. Church, wet as to particular per- 
ſans is occaſional p and by conſequence 
the knowledge of them cannot be of 
that importance, ' as of vhoſt that re- 
ann in the” _— Service wot mat 

Church. * 5 
Now ders 5mm 3 as in 
moſt"otber rhingr, a twofold excellency; 
the dne 1mrinfick and real, when is i 
nt 8 K conſidered 


The Paz FAE. 
conſidered in iſelf; the other external 
and comparatrove, when it is ſet off, 
and, as it were, ſhaded with the in- 
'- fertortty or defetts of others. My prin- 
cipal aim has been to repreſent it in its 
own perfection, and if I have been 
drawn in to gius it alſo advantage 
from compariſon, it has been where it 
lay upon me to clear it from objeftion. 
Ho that if upon this comparapive view 
I have had occaſion to glory in the ſu- 
periority of our Worſhip, let thoſe Ob- 
jectors know, that they have compelled 
me; ſince doubtleſs it ought. to have 
been commended by them, rather than 
londed with. calummes and accuſations. 
Bat if they thmk themſelves bound in 
conſcience thus 10 oppoſe: it, notwith- 
flandmg it is both excellent in us na- 
ture, and eſtabliſbed by authority; 
there. is a double tie of conſctence upon 
us, ho are in poſſeſſion of ſa admira- 
Na worſhip, to fland up in its defence. 


Where- 


The PRE FACE. 
Wherefore had ] boaſted ſomewhat 
more on its behalf, I ſhould not be 
aſhamed : yea, I ſhould think my ſelf 
wholly unworthy of the Gown I wear, 
ſhould I be at all aſhamed or afraid 
to ſpeak out in vindication of that wor- 
Ship, whach it is the duty, as well as 
glory, of my Office, to wer up * 
0 Congregation. 

I muſt beg the favour 5 the Reader 
ta conſidor tuo things; the one is, that 
the Liturgy is a Subjett of vaſt extent 
and variety ;; and that therefore in a 
work of. ſa narrow d compaſs. as T,has; 
which: has indeed the recommendation 
of being tbe ſinalleſi in the kind, he. 
cannot..expert- much 10 be compriſed. 
The other ihing 1 beg the . | 
camſider, is; that theſe. Diſcourſes were 
deſigned only for the Hearer, without 
the leaſt thought of making them Pubs. 
lick ; and muſt-therefore:be allowed 10 
come wi of that ſubflance\ and db. 


curacy 


ö 


The PRE FAC E. 


curacy, which I ſhould and ought to 
have taken care of, had I compoſed 


them with ſuch a view. All I ſhall 


ſay in the behalf of them, is this, that 
had ] been at liberty to have kept them 
by me, they might hereafter have come 


abroad perhaps to better advantage. 


However being conſcious of a ſincere 
intention in them, namely, o 22 
the honour of God in his own houſe, and 
that by edifying the People in the Offi- 
ces thereof, I do with an humble confi- 
dence preſume to preſent them, imper- 
fect as they are, as a ſmall Offering on 
Gods altar, at which ] have the ho- 
nour to ſerve; and where I know, that 
if there be a willing mind, it is ac- 
cepted according to that a man hath. - 
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Common. Pr 4 aher. 


p eee enen genaue 


1 CHRON, xvi. 29. 


1. 22 the Lordi me beauty of are 


e the worſhip of God is Serm. I 
we greateſt and moſt honoura- SV W- 
die among all the acts and em- { 

pioyments of che children of 
men, from which as the meaneſt 
are not excluded, ſo neither are the greateſt 


- exempted: 


2 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. I. exempted ; fince the higheſt among men, e- 


VN ven they that ſit on thrones, muſt bow down 


Rev. 4. 


1 Chron. 
42. 5. 


before the altars of he Moſt- high, and do ne- 
ver appear in ſo truę glory in the eyes of God 
and of men, as when, like thoſe above, they 
fall down before the throne and caſt their 
crowns before the throne; ſurely this univer- 
ſal work or duty of man ought to be ſet off 
with the greateſt order and magnificence, with 
the beauty of holineſ3. When King David left 
inſtructions to Solomon for building the Tem- 

ple, he gave in charge, that it ſhould be ex- 


et magnifical : and the reaſon after- 


wards given is itſelf exceeding awful as well 


as juſt : for, ſaith he, the palace is not for 
man, but for the Lord God. As the houſe 


of God, ſo the wotſhip performed in ir ſhould | 


in like manner be "exceeding magnifical.. For 
it is a work of a ſuperior and incommunicable 
nature: it is not a reſpect paid to our Supe- 
riors; it is not an offering made to our Go-+ 
vernors:; it is not an homage. done to our 
Princes: No; worſhip is not for man, but 


| for the Lord God. BY 


pon this account 1 God choſ Ih as 
for his peculiar people, we find that both in 


the firſt framing of their worſhip by the hand 


of Moſes, arid, afterwards in the enlarging of 
10 25 o hand of David, ** left \porbing to the 


CHEN nl | Invention 


, ES ES OS 


in the Common-Prayer. 3 


Invention of man. For as the Tabernacle, with Serm. I. 
all the veſſels of the Miniſtry, was made ac- VV 
cording to the pattern God ſhewed to Moſes Exod. 4: 
in the mount; ſo when David gave to Solo: ” 
non the pattern of the Temple, to wit, of the 
Porch, of the place of the Mercy - ſeat, of 
the courts, of the Treaſury of the dedicate 
things, alſo for the courſes of the Prieſts and 
Levites, and for all the work of the Service, 
and for all the veſſels of the Service, in the 
houſe of the Lord; All this, ſaid David, r Chroti⸗ 
the Lord made me to underſtand in writing 3188 
by his hand upon me, even all the works of 
this pattern. 1 2760 

Now as this Temple was ab aſter 2 pat- 
tern of the Tabernacle; tho in much larger 
dimenſions; ſo the Chriſtian Church is built 
after the pattern of the Jewiſh, tho' of a 
much larger comprehenſion. Chriſt, the buik 
der of it, was pleaſed to erect it upon the ſame 
plan, to retain the like eſſentials, like in na- 
ture and in number. For inſtance; as the en- 
trance into the Jewiſh Church was by « Circum- | 
ciſion, ſo the entrance into the Chriſtian 
Church is by Baptiſm. Again, as every one 
that was Circumciſed, and thereby become au | 
Iſraelite, was obliged to eat of the Paſſover ; ; Exod. i 
ſo every, one that is Bapriſed, and thereby be- . 
come a Chriſtian, is bound to partake of the * 

+ © WS B 2 Lord's 


4 The Blauty of Holineſs 
Serm. I. Lord's Supper. Theſe two gactametits, Bap- 
tim and the Lord's Supper, being orddined by 

Chriſt himſelf, are doubtleſs Eſſential to his 
Church ; niſoidch thar if there be any Con- 
gregitioti, that calls itſelf a Church of Chriſt, 
whilſt it retains not theſe Eſſentials, we 
a protiounce 8 it, that it is none 14 
Again, as in the Jewilti Chiitch were were 
appointed three Orders in the Prieſthood, 
| Prieſt, Prieſts, and Levites: ſo in the 
Chriſtian Church are appointed Biſhops , 
prieſts, and Deacons, in 4 like ſubordination. 
This Eccleſiaſtical government in thefe three 
Orders, which was inſtituted by Chrift, and 
plauted by his Apoſtles, and fo continued 
down in kf Churches of the Saints, is no leſs 
Eſſential to the Chriſtian Church, than the 
like Orders in the Levitical Prieſthood were 
to the Jewiſh. For as St. Paul argues c con- 
Heb. 7. cerning this latter, there being a change 'of 
iz. The Prieſthood, there is of neceſſity a 8 
alfo of the Lato, that is, the whole Jewiſh Po- 
liry; ſo may we not more ſtrongly argue con- 
cerning the former, ſhould there be a change 
of the Prieſthood, muſt not there be of neceſ 
ty a change alſo of the Church, that is, che 
whole Evangelical eſtabliſhment ? But howe- 
yer that be, However God may diſpenſe with 
I the 
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in the Common-Frayer. 5 

: che breach of his own Ordinance, yet let us Serm. I. 
aur cut our daily thanks xo him in the Con 
* gregation; that theſe three Orders are rightly 
fetain d, and the two Sacraments duly admi- 
niſter d, in our eſtabliſn'd Church. ; 
Thus then the Eſſentials of the Church of 
5 God were preſcribed and commanded to us 
f Chriſtians, as they had heen before to the 
ny Jews.; but then as to the Ceremonials , the 
| modes, the times, and circumſtances of Wor- 
d, | fhip, the habit of the Prieſthood, the courſes 
he of their Miniſtry, the veſſels of the Sanctuary; 
in 2 word, 4% that is for the work of the 
wm Service in the houſe of the Lord; all theſe 
* things which were preſcribed under the Law, 
epo under the Goſpel left at liberty, with- 
nr any particular direction or reſtraint, but 
5 only chat general Rule or Canon of the Apoſtles, 
*q let all things he done decently and in order. 1 Cor. 14. 
I This Apoſtolical Canon hath been faithfully 19 
„ obſery'd by thoſe holy men, who compiled 

oY the Form of our Bftabliſh's Worſhip. Thoſe 

2 NN wiſe maſter-builders, who at the Rerorma- 


'0-Y ri0N bad the charge of that Work, con- 
11 trived alli 15 Ceremonies 0 4 ſign 7 — | 
SY phacedal 5 8 1 e en þ oh ch 
e e may juſtly take of Tyrus 


| concerning qur Hen, Nha be len len wk 
ith e N 
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The Beauty of 22 fs. 1 


My preſent undertaking ſhall be ropindicare 
and recommend the publick ſervice of our Li- 


turgy or Common- Prayer; that fo all they 


who upon that account have evil will at gur 
Sion, may be confounded; and that all thoſe, 

who for the ſake of her worſhip wiſh her pro- 
ſperity, may be confirmed. To this end have 
I choſen this exhortation of holy David, that 
man after God's own heart, the firſt of men 
defirous to build an houſe for God, above all 
men zealous, above all men skilled in orderin 

all things in the offices thereof: and whom, 

as a peculiar reward of his pious zeal, God 
hath ſo highly honour'd ; as that his language 
hath been the general language of his Church 


even unto this day. Hearken thereſore unto 


rhe beauty of holineſs. | 


this exhortation, taken out of that pſalm of 
Thankſgiving, which David deliver d to the 
Prieſts and Levites, now firſt eſtabliſh'd into a 
Choir, to be ſung continually before the Ark 
of the covenant of God, à we read in the be- 
ginning of this chapter. Noni che Lord in 


Which words contain two Qualifications, 


the one abſolutel y neceffary, the other high 
tt 


F dba it beHoly; che Sch, % it be l. 


] y fitting. for the ache of God. The 


A ſo Beautiful: and wien both "theſe are united, 


BY may we be faid | p worſhip the Lord in 
the 


di 


* 
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7 
Weauty of holineſs. And both theſe we Serm. I. 
hope to ſhew to be in the moſt eminent de. 
gree contain'd in our Liturgy, that is, the 
Form of Common-Prayer eltabliſh'd' in our 
holy and renown'd Church: 

I. Ther worſhip of God muſt be Holy. - 

- David,” who firſt undertook to build an 
rr for God, declares, that Hulinc ſ eral. gz. 
becometh\\ his houſe for ever. But indeed ho- 
lineſs is not only becoming in our worſhip 
to make it a reaſonable, but alſo neceſſary to 
make it an acceptable Sacrifice unto God: 

For the publick worſhip is as the garment of 
the ſpouſe of Chriſt, wherein ſhe cannot ſo 
much as appear before God, unleſs it be with. Ephef p. 
aut ſpot; nor indeed glorious, unleſs it be alſa 
without wrinckle. This her garment there 
fore which ſhe wears in the Sanctuary, inufli 
not be in the leaſt en nor if may Lap 
way diſcompoſed. 
win. rhe frame of the 518 worlklp þof 
whatever kind M Sacrifice was, whether a 
lamb, or bullock, or ſheep, or goat, it was 
to be without blemiſh : fur whatſoever hath Lev. 23. 
#'blemiſh, that fhall ye not offer, for it hall! 
not be acreptablè for you. And therefore ir 
was neceſſary, that the Sacrifice of Chriſt, 
whereof" all the Legal Sacrifices were but 
types, ſhould be as the offeting up of 
. * „ ; a lamb 
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The Blouy 


Serm. I. a lamb toit hout blemiſh and without 
* ee e e 


He is that incxhanſtible fountain of holineſs, 
that fills heaven and carth with its glory, and 
diſcovers every thing in both, that offends. 
And if in the worldly Sanctuary the She tinah 
or Glory fate over the | 
 the/houſe of God with light; how muſt that 
immenſe divine Holineſs, the true Shekinub, 
- abiding in the Holy of Holies above, fill che 


of its glory ? What is it, that is repreſented 


ſhip, whether by Sacriſice among the Jews, 


or by Prayer among Chriſtians, what next 
to that principal end of all our actions, the 


glory of God, what is it wich regard to our 
ſelves, but to make the comets thereunto ho- 


ty by taking away Sins, which are che (tains 


and blemiſhes upon the conſcience? And how, 


can that offering purify ,. if it be not itſelf 
pure? How can it purge the conſcience and 


acht) the affe®tions, if it hath any tincture 


of unholineſs ? 


 But:as14e end, 3 the objec: 
of var wiciſkip requires, that it be holy: be- 


cauſe the Lord our God ir buy. therefore 
we muſt worſhip him with as holy uonſbip. 


Mercy · eat, filling 


great Sanctuary of heaven with the majeſty. 


to us as the perpetual ſubject of adoration in 
the ee 5 it te Wiſdom, or 


Guts 5 Power, 


of Flies | # 


in the\Common-Prayer. 5. 
Power, or Knowledge, or Eternity of God? Serm. . 
No: it is only that glorious attribute of his WV 
Holineſs: It is from this ſong, that the An- 
gels and Saints reſt not day or night, crying, Rev. 4. 8. 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almigbty. Now 
as the patterns of heavenly things left us in 
the Jewiſh worlhip,, and theſe nobler repreſen- 
tations of them given us in the Revelation, 
ſerve to impreſs upon our minds great and 
awful Ideas, fit for the SanQuary of our great 
| and holy Lord God; fo do they abundantly 
| declare, that. (abvre all other ingredients and 
| qualities neceſſary to the worſhip offered up 
i thercin) it ſhould be an boly worſhip. 
| Neither bring we theſe things out of Scrip- 
ture, as arguments to convince your judge 
| ments, fo much as to exalt your affections: 
| For does not Reaſon itſelf, without theſe lights 
| and patterns of Revelation, declare that what- 


| ever is God, muſt be infinitely.holy ; and, 

[| whatever is thus holy, cannot be pleaſed with 

1 any thing that is unholy, not even in our 

| perſons, much leſs in our offerings? Does not 
Reaſon reſtify with Scripture, that che ſacri. Prov. 15. 
er of the wic ted ic an abomination tothe * 

| _ no if che facrifice itſelf 
nee et | 9757 7 


| | AT, 
| 5 f Let 
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Sefm. I. 
Vorſnip eſtabliſhed in our Church, and en- 


e Blauty of Holineſs. 
Let us now turn our view upon the publick 


quire if it be ſuitable to the holineſs of that 


ever bleſſed Being, to which it is addreſſed, 


namely, if it be an holy worſhip. And upon 
the ſtricteſt enquiry, even of its enemies, no- 
thing that can offend, is chargeable upon ir : 
No blemiſh, ſpot, or imperfection can be pro- 
ved upon this our publiek Sacrifice. All irs 
prayers, ſupplications, interceſſions, thankſgi- 
vings, hymns, confeſſions, abſolutions, and 
whatever elſe makes up the body of our Ser- 
vice, all theſe are in themſelves perfectly ho- 
ly, without any remains of Superſtition, any 
tincture of Idolatry: and they all tend to 
ſanctify the ſincere worſhipper;' to enlighten 
his underſtanding, to purify his will, _ to 
breath into his ſoul holy affections. 
Before the — when cus Church 
was held in vaſſalage to the Church of Name, 
we confeſs that then ſhe was greatly defiled in 
her worſhip with the fame Idolatries, being 
compelled to wear the fame garb of Superſti- 


tion, to admit all the corruptions of Popery 


to be bound upon her, and that for many 


hundred years, ye! ſo long, till * Chains 


own ruſt Bur at the Rune, near two 
hundred years ſince, when the Lord called un- 
14. . to 


ES ˙ A SOS oa, End. 


ed « Da A. Da £A%. 4 ths 
. 


Put on ber beautiful garments, as in the days 
of her firſt marriage unto Chriſt. 


ginning of this Church of England from the 


Popery : whereas it was a Church ancient and 


began, being planted by the hands of the A- 


nued for above three hundred years; tho 

upon viewing her now in her preſent polluti- 
ons, we may weep over her in the words of 
the Prophet, 'hbw ir the faithful City become 


in the Commun-Priyer It 7 
to our Church, among others, ſaying, Shak? Serm. I. 
thy ſelf from the duſt, looſe thy ſelf from the 


bands of thy neck, O captive daughter; then Ini. 52. 
the aroſe, and caſting away all her idolatrous * 
corruptions, did, according to that Prophetical 
exhortation, put on her ancient ſtrength, ſhe 


For tis a groſs miſcalculation to date the be. 


REFORMATION; as if it was at that time firſt 
built out of the old marerials and rubbiſh of 


glorious many hundred years before Popery 


poſtles, as ſome affirm upon no improbable 
conjecture ; but we are aſſured from hiſtory 
very near their days. Bur then the Church 
of Rome was herſelf renown'd for her purity 
aboye all Chriſtian Churches, and fo conti- 


an. harkot ? And this Britifh Church, which 
Was her cotemporary, or an early ſucceffor 
to her, was: renown'd throughout the world, 
flouriſhing under Biſhops and a glorious Prieſt- 
hood, till about the feyenth Century; when 

the 


Serm. I. the Biſhop of Rame claimi 


The Beauty of. Hahneſs 


a ſupremacy over 


other Biſhops, the Church of Rome aimed 


the ſame over other Churches, and from the 
precedence of an elder ſiſter leapt into the au- 
thority of a parent, ſtiling herſelf Catholick, 
the mother of them all. From this time as the 
corrupted herſelf more and more, fo ſhe 
— 4 in all her corruptions into the N ern 
Churches: under which this Church, like her 
other ſiſters ,. fate down a contented Captive 
many hundred years, till the great releaſe of 
the RerorMatioN. But at that bleſſed time, 
"wy. in that great work, our REFORMERS re- 
ages 4 that was holy, ſound, and that had 
amp of antiquity, and purging away all 
clam — — vain, and novel, did as it 
—. caſt the publick worſhip of our Church 
into a new mould. anſwerable to the Primitiye 
form, © the firſt original and ground whereof 
* ſhe in her Preface declares is to be traced 
out of the ancient Fathers, not out of the 
Breviary or Maſi. Book. Wherefore our Na- 
tional worſhip, as BOW eſtabliſhed in the Book 
of Common-Praycr, is Nour throughour ; 90 
that not only from the groſſer mixtures, but 
from any allays or adheſions of Popery: To 
uſe the Propher's alluſion, God by the wiſdom 
of the Rxrom mins bath not only purged a 
all her droſs, but alſo tool awsy. her Eat 


in the \Common-Phayer. 


So that thoſe, who ſtill urge do have our wor: germ. 5 


ſhip more pure, more Refofmed. ought to be 
look d upon not as lawful Refibers, Who would 
ſeparate the droſs; but as felotiious Artiſts, 
who would eat away the ſubſtahee: Fer when 
any thing is once petfected, onde purified to 
the ſtandard, any farther Reformation can be 
bar Robbery. - 

Tis but a (vain objection, which the men 
of this claſs urge againſt our Common-Prayer, 


that moſt of the Prayers, eſpecially the Co. 


tefts, are taken out of the Romiſh Rreviary of 
Miſſal, and are uled at this day ini che ſtand · 
ing Service of thut ĩdolatrous Church. But is 
not the Lord's Prayer frequently found in the 
ſatne books? Ts it therefore become evil? Are 
not the two Sacraments , | Baptiſm and the 
— Supper, appointed in the Tame cor- 
rapt books ? Are they therefore to be reje- 
ed? The Apoſtles Creed is not only uſed by 
the Church of Rowe, but was andciently call d 
the Roman Creed: Is it therefore to be re- 
nounc'd? The holy Bible is in uſe among the 
Papiſts, and would to God jt were a thou- 
— times more ſo: Is it therefbre to be caſt 

way by Proteſtants as an unclean thing? God 
"wel Whatever is in its nature good, whe- 
ther the creatures or ordinances of God, can- 
not be rendred evil neither by the uſe of Hea- 
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The Biauty of Holineſs 


Serm. E thens, nor by the abuſe of Chriſtians: Other. 


. | V yiſe not only God's holy Word and Sacra- 


ments, with all our ſpiritual food, had long 


and wine, with all our natural Ar. dd 
been baniſh'd out of Life. 


Beſides, theſe r uſed in the Ro- 
miſh worſhip, are not upon that account to be 
thought the compoſures of Popery, bur of 
pure antiquity: they have been extant in 
the Meſtern Church, moſt of them above a 
thouſand years, before the name of Popery; 


had a Sn So that moreoyer length of 
time, which deſtroys all things that are un- 
ſound, manifeſts their perfection by their 
duration. Vea, Popery itſelf, which is made 
the great objection againſt, gives the ſtrongeſt 
witneſs to, their cxcellency : Foraſmuch as 
with all its corrupt mixtures it could never can- 


ſcarce one idolatrous ſentence ever crept into 
them. If we look into the Breviary or Miſſal, 
there we behold them, at leaſt moſt of them 
untouch'd, unalter d, unallay d: there they 
ſhine among the ſuperſtitions. that have 
grown up about them, like ancient medals 
among ruins, bearing the image and ſuper- 
ſcription of thoſe holy men, by whom they 

were 


ago been caſt out of Religion; but even bread 


at leaſt long before the - preſent! Maſs-book 


ker, corrupt, or eat into their ſubſtance; | 


in the Common: Prayer. 


were firſt compaſed. - So that at the Refor- Serm. I. 
mation theſe Collects were not Reformed,, SWYV 


but were taken out thence without any refi- 
ning, there being no mmcleunen in aher. nor 
* cleaying unto them. | 
We affirm farther in behalf of ou "EA 
1 that as thexe is in it no impurity, ſo 
likewiſe no impropriety; which itſelf, if found 
either in the matter, language, or manner of 
our worſhip. would (we confeſs) change the 


offering into an offence: For if 'ye offer the Mal. 1. 8. 


lame. or the Wind < as well as ere 
is it nat ei- 0 goon! ryan 
There is no onde in the matter of 
our. worſhip :. for all the objections of that 
kind brought againſt it, which have been le- 
velld chiefly againſt the fitneſs of the Hymns; 
of the, bleſſed Virgin, Zachary, and Simeon, 
haye, — fully anſwer'd and put to ſilence; 
inſomuch that at thoſe two publick * Reviſals 
of our Liturgy, when it was put to a trial, 
and its accuſers were had face to face, not 
one of ;theſe Hymns were found guilty, nei- 
ther could they prove thoſe things whereof 
they accuſed them: not one prayer or hymn 
hath * a or . other en been 
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oy 
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. Conference at agu co. 0. and at the Sa- 
voy; , hg 
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EOS. face one ine or ſentence 
VV eraſed. 

Neither is chives any dapropriery in ho 1 
guage of our worlhip: only as language, which 
is thecloathing of our thoughts, muſt of courſe 
wer od as. doth 4 garment ; ſ as a garment 
1 me words and phraſes of ancient uſage have 
Wl been changed into tertus ſuitable to the lan- 
14 guage of the preſent times: Bur this is no 
proof of impropriety in the ſenſe, which is 
not "Itſelf changed, but only cloathed anew. 
However, this altetation hath and muſt al- 
ways happen even to the word of God, the 
holy Bibie; which thro' che variations of lan- 
guape is rcd age after age to get into new 
Tranſlations, as into new raiment, to preſerve 
itſelf from the deriſion, from the cruel mock- 
ing of the ſcotner. For the ſame reaſon, and 
by the ſame ſteps as the Bible, ſo our Li- 
turgy hath reformed its language, for the 
*. more perfect rendring, as the Church alled: 
„ges, not only of ſuch portions of holy 
«Scripture as are inſerted into it, but alſo 


ſuch other paſſages, which thro' the de- 
cays of time became obſolete, or of doubt 
fal ſigniſication, and ſo liable to ſcorn and 
miſconſtruction. Not but the old 
being venerable for its age, is generally well 
retained at the Altar; ; as thoſe that wait at it, 
t: are 


e 
- 


[0 5 * 


4 


Lo 6 WW a a SE. (3. % (Þ ww 16- 


"© FO 


tre for their grey hairs +/ anbievt language and 3 r 


ancient mei, if they offend not thto decay, 
9 reyeretice 4 and I K. to chat Wu 

Or e ++ t 45 20 

Laſtiy, as thats is no Anubis 4 this 
litter, nor improp ricty in the! anguage : {6 
there is no ache in the manner of ohr 
worſhip, that is; in the Cerertionies and Geſ- 
tures preferibed i in our Liturgy. Our Church 
2 no 1 of her Service behaverh herfelf n. 


2 


cy and a 8 then 7 8 82 7 and become 
on Tagen the is about. 
in the Römiſti 'worthip there are 'indecd 


many dumb Cefemonies, as Well as dumb L N 


, wherewith the prople are carried"#- 
even as they art led; aud which juſtly 

d for their uoprofitableneſs. There ate 
Many more, ce are ludicrous and unſeemly. 


fitter for the Theatre than the Temple, Which 


more offend for their wantonneſs. In the wor- 
ſhip: of the Sectariſts, where all Ceremonies 
are aboliſſ d. All uniform order is forbid? ever 
1 man being ſeſt free to behave himſelf, as 
e ſeemeth 9880 in his ow n eyes, having no 
dener rule But to avoid all rufe; good God! 
What is this boaſted libetty in holy things 
bar a Fild regularity, never challenged be- 


* E fore 


18 The Beauty of Holineſs 
Serm. I. fore in the houſe of God; I am ſure, never 
WYV tolerated in their own? How can theſe wor- 
ſhipers hope to pleaſe God, when they are 
thus contrary not only to all men, but to 
God himſelf ? for he is a God of order, and 
wot the author of confuſion : and ſo ordained 
he by his Apoſtle in all Churches; and ſuch 
is he manifeſted in all his works. 1 
Some Ceremonies are neceſſary to the na- 
ture of publick worſhip, ſome conducive to 
its beauty, ſome to edification. Such are 
thoſe, which our Church hath rerain'd, being 
ſtudious in her choice, as ſhe declares, not 
ſo much how to pleaſe either Party, as how 
to pleaſe God, and profit them both. Had 
ſhe in compliance with the Papiſts retain'd all, 
ſhe muſt have diſpleas d thro' her pageantry : 
had ſhe in compliance with the Sectariſts abo- 
liſh'd all, ſhe muſt have no leſs diſpleas d thro 
her deformity. Wherefore it was and hath 
been her Wiſdom from the days of her firſt 
«« eſtabliſhment, to keep the mean between 
the two extreams, rather inclining to a de- 
cent variety, than affecting roo ſordid a ſim. 
. plicity ; remembring, that when the Davgh- 
ter f Sion was brought to the King, Tot 
raiment was of needle-work- wrought about 
with diverſe Colours ; and the King had 
great hg. in * beauty : Which natu- 
| rally 


in the. Common-Prayer. 


rally leads on to out ſecond General; only Serm. I. 


upon the whole of this, we ma thus appeal: 
Let any unprejudic'd Judge ed to nei- 
ther Party, any that hath: eyes to ſee, let 
him ſee from one end of our Liturgy: to the 
other, let him ſearch diligently into all the 
Offices, let him examine into the Subſtance, 
Language, and Ceremonies thereof, and he will 
find nothing in either that can juſtly offend ; 
but muſt give it this teſtimony, that in all re- 
ſpects it e * Lord with an holy 
worſhip. 

Bur-we affirm farther on its. behalf, hn, 

Secoudly, It worſhips the Lord alſo in he 
beauty of holineſs : that the form of worſhip | 
preſcribed therein is not only Holy, bur Beau» 
tiful; and that we may perform it with great 
delight, as well as {afety, to our ſoulss. 

Now beauty ariſes chiefly from two things, 
order and variety: theſe two duly; intermix'd 


and proportion d give beauty to all the crea- 


tures of God, and to all the works of mens 
hands; and they who reject theſe in the wor- 
ſhip of God, affecting (as we ſaid) a ſordid, 
flovenly, weariſome, /unedifying ſimplicity, I 
know not what ſpirit they are f; nor what 
uncouth turn, narrowneſs, and ſingularity 


rules in their ſouls. They are plainly of a 


make, that runs counter to the uſual paſſions 
C2 . and 


51 
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Sits 1. tid cullume>or tmaakihd':: and as far as we 
| EW can nge of che will f God by his works, 
neither ace they men aſter Gods ο.ẽ—W! heart. 
Wherefof6 cho it may fevin light upoti ſo ſe- 
rious! a ſubject. yet E beſeech yoù T9, bear 
witlime:m — — in ſome 
few uſtamcatz, how: God the object of our 
worſllip appears to bega God of variety, as 
well as a God of order. D.¹jν 8! nidon Þ: n 
2: Hathi he: not made the day andi tha night. 
appomting the fum te rule the one, and the 
moon and ſtars to govern the other? Vłt the 
day. glotious as it is. would be alſo redidus, 
were id nut velicv dſby the wiciſſitude of night; 
gay: were it not roliev'd by its own. variety; 
winelr abmes an wich the hours, Güde m 
Plal.65.8. 8 outgornygs-of rie morning and eu,. 
ing to firai/e-him; no 1th chair che ſun in his 
ſetunngth⸗ Fach he! nov alſo made che year, 
and appointed in it fot variety certain ſeaſons 
while mould relieve und Adr en other in 
a perpetuah circle of ſurceſſionꝰ Spring and 
Aurum ate as the morning atid auening to 
ik: when( being wearled wirf brihging forth, 
it rejoices tb fetite unt repoſd itſelf in in- 
ter, as im che dead of night +» And: thus the 
winter, ud wut les mc in its eourte 
prui ſetb bm. If we llook round about upon 
ade us for an habitation] wt R all 
Iz | "0 its 


inthe Common ayer. 


its rich and abundant nne nd Ser 


given, ns n for.qur.pecallity ? Are they not 
made alſo ourdelight?, O gal ben cn i 


der boch che Heaven, and die Barth; ow ue Pa 1-4 


nifold are thy works ! ſuch is their, variety: 
yet in wiſdom haſt FR Wade them ait men 
is their regularit j. aunt 
If we look upon the ke of mens; nada 
which are then beſt when, they imitate the 
warks.of God, we find ig theie too that or- 
aud proportion ate not ſufficient to pleaſe, 
quleſs eher d, and IS of by variety, This 
is daily ſeen in the conxtivances of Princes, 
whoſe palaces without this intermixture would 
be but ſpacious priſons, and . whole pleafant 
walks; but as the common, field: and he that 
attempts to form to himſelf a Paradiſe, is 
forc'd) for variety to plant in it a. Wilden 
See then how order and Variety join d tage: 
ther 15 bganty to all, this viſible warld, and 


to all things in it. chat ap eicher form d by 


—— or faſliqn d y Art for the uſe, and de- 
light of the {ans of men. Surely then jn che 
worthip. of God. the maker of us and of all 
theſe things. the moſt uſeful. the moſt de. 
— the moſt noble employment af men, 


wanting. no helps of art, no ad- 
rantages of variety Haus * omitted; that 


f n 2 10 this 


— rept this or of any kind 
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r he Beauty of Holi 


Serm. I. this garment of the Church may not be expo- 
ed in the fight of the people for ſordidneſs or 
poverty, bur may appear before the Congre- 
gation like Aaron's, which was mate for 
Exod. 28. glory and for beauty. 
* | Wherefore as in vindication of our Liturgy 
I have already ſhewn that it worſhips' the 
Lord in holineſs; fo in commendation' of it 
I ſhall now proceed to new, that it alſo, ſe- 
condly, , worſhips the Lord in the beauty of 
bokincs: that in it ſuch Order is obſeryed, 
as to make it a reaſonable ; and ſuch Variety 
intermingled, as to reader it a delightfal 
ſervice. 

To ſhew this, it wil be neceſſary to trace 
our the method, in which it is framed, and 
to give a brief RarionaLE thereof; wherein 
the wiſdom of the Compilement, the ſuccef- 
ſion of the Offices, the connexion of the 
Parts, the variety in each, and the perfection 
of the whole, will (we hope) fully appear to all 
unprejudic d eyes. For there are many, whoſe 
eyes are not W ejudic d, but cloſed againſt 
theſe things, being blinded by birth or ſcaled 
over by Ane I ſpeak not unto ſuch, 

neither can F hope to open the eyes of ſuch, 
i as that they may ſee their error and be 
eonverted : à rare "Caſe; and whenever || 
Wong, to be aſcribed wholly to the extra- 


ordinary 


in the Common-Prayer. 23 
ordinary Grace of God, not to the reaſonings Serm. I. 
of men: for with regard to ſuch and their con 
verſion, it is likewiſe a true ſaying, it was John 9. 


never heard that man open d the eyes of one 


that was born blind. 
An undertaking, that will (I fear) require 


your patience : but, yet ſuch, as is highly ne- 


ceſſary for the generality: of hearers, becauſe 

it inſtructs them in theſe moſt important 
things, which they know but little of, and 
nothing as they ought to know: and not un- 
taſeful to the more knowing; becauſe, as the 
Apoſtle pleads in a like caſe, we ſhould not 

be negligent to put men always in remem- et. 1. 
brance of theſe things, tho" they know a i 
and be eſtabliſb'd in od preſent truth. 
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Fo: EN WE O begin then wichs dur in Publick Ser- 
1 vice, when we ark aſſembled 
wet cogecher in the houſe» of God, 

dip bim; chat we may not ruſh un- 

upon ſo Iacred a work; the Miniſte 

awakens our thoughts by an awful ENHOb TA. 

Tibx-: which che firſt introduces hy ſeveral 
fentebbes:taken out of the Old and Ney Fe: 


ſtament, exhorting, inviting, and ntreating 


men to turn to God by repentance, in eſſect 
ſaying. here as in the Communion · Service. 
hear what comfoztable woꝛds our Saviour 
ſaith to all them, that with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto him: hear alſo what 
St. John, yea, what David, Daniel, Joel, 
o2 other Prophete ſay: 4nd then aſſures 
them, that nd n it dbee but in ſund2y 
places the Scafptiſts; mavery them to con- 
feſs their manikalh en and wickennels. In 
which Exhortation & iniſter, beſides his 
moving them to confef ion, reminds them of 
all the ſolemn ends of their meeting together, 
to which that is preparatory ; namely, tg 


render thanks to God, and to ſet foth his 
; + al 4 nn mot 
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& +» frets ond es 


in that Carman R 


to hear his maſt holy wa, resdito themejy 


are necefary a8 well fo tir baby. as tr 
— Pr ded! fp. in the Collefts and Li- 
dt ry noiftotnod) ahi £ Am 
* 4 1 Va right and 1 is chis Exhon 
tation in all irs parts. to inſtruct che ignorant 
to admoniſh the negligent, to ſupport the 
fearſul, to comfort the doubtſul. to caution 
| the formal, and to check the preſumptuous: 
ſeeing all theſe tompers are ſonad in eyery mix d 
Congregation-iand\ oνε¹,t to be prepar d for 
A chis wlemn werk 24 Fot without preparation, 
I what alas] would our approach to the throne 
af God be Wee For tis a go; 
neral rule forthe Temple, as well as the Clo- 


and b nat at one that tempterh the Lord. 
Wut chen this Exhortation is reading bas 
Miniſter, every perſon ought diligently. to lif 
ten do its ſenſe and not ignorantly (as the 
warmer of /ame is) to repeat the words after 
bim: and in ſo doing, they will be beſt pre. 
quite accompanq him in making the fol- 
owing confeſſion to the throne of Grace. 
"This Conres10N is in its form tmoſt ſolemn, 
in at extent moſt comprehenſive i for it takes 
in all Ainds __ both of omiſſion. in lea 


int ving 


. 
* 


moſt worthy paaiſe, magnißedim the P/alwg; Sen. | 
the:Lefovy; and eta ask thoſe-$hings-khas OD 


lex befare then proeſt, prepare.thy ſelf;z Facts. 


HBeaven, and forgive: for thou, even thou 
only. no the hearts of the children of 


26 
* ving undone thoſe things which we ought 


CY yyote" things which we ought not to have 
Done. And whilſt every ſingle perſon makes 


to God and himſelf ; which if particularly, 


Hall know every man the plague of his own 


ſeſſion, that under the general Form every 


The Beauty of Holineſs 
to have done; and of commiſſion, in doing 


this general Confeſſion with his lips, he may 
make a particular Confeſſion with his heart, 
T mean of his own perſonal ſins, known only 


S n © 


tho ſecretly Confeſs'd and repented of, will 
aſſuredly be forgiven. For every Church or 
houſe of prayer is dedicated to God with the 
lame privileges, as was Solomon's Temple, to 

wit, that whatever ſupplication be made by 
— man, or by all thy people Iſrael, which 


heart,” and ſhall ſpread forth his hands to- 
wards this houſe, then hear, O Lord, from 


men. This then is the Privilege of our Con- 
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man may mentally unfold the plague F his 
own heart, his particular ſins, whatever they 
be, as effectually to God who alone knowerh i 
bis heart, as if he Ar d N in ex. 
preſs words. ol 

They of the Primetime; who arſe to — 
particular ſins mention d in this Confeſſion, 
o nor; neither conſider, that hereby they 


mit change 


on AM ES. JS ed nn 


2 LEY Kc A ME TS. FIT. 
in the Common-Prayer. 2 
change it into a ſort of Inquiſition ; ' forcing Serm. 
many perſons to plead guilty to fins, and that II. 
daily, which perhaps they never committed. 
not in their whole lives. Tis too true, that 
fn many points we offend all: yet out of 
thoſe many, can any one be pitch'd upon, in 
which the whole Congregation offends ? God 
forbid. Beſides, to make any one actual ſin 
the ſtanding ſubject of the Church's Confeſſi- 
on, to be made morning and evening, is to 
ſuppoſe that the Church lives in that ſin, and 
allows itſelf ſo to do. This our Form then 
is ſo far from being defective, in not deſcen- 
ding to particular fins, that had but any one 
been inſerted, it had been unſerviceable in its 
uſe and ſinful in ſuppoſition: Neither can 
their Teachers practiſe themſelves, what they 
preſcribe' to us, without either excluding ma- 
ny from joining with them, or involving 
many in an unjuſt condemnation of them- 
ſelves. 
Thus our confeſſion is unblameable both 
in its form and matter; and it is made in the 
moſt edifying manner, every perſon being en- 
Join'd ro accompany the Miniſter in it: which 
as it is not allow'd among the Sectariſts, fo 
| neither is it done in ſo right a method among 
dhe Papiſts. For there the Prieſt alone firſt 
4 recites the Confeſſion for himſelf: and * 
| e 
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The Beauty: of Holinofs 


the Congregation, recite tha fame. for-thew- 


N fclves :, which not only makes the ſeryice te: 
FYYgious, but divides moreqyerithat union ſo,be; 


Mat. 9. 2. 


coming, between the Prieſt and people, Whg, 
in making gonfeſſions, whether of ſin ori iti 
being common, to auld de At one 
Thus therefore we do, dh People repeating 
tach ſentence, after the Miniſter; and that 
Wich an audible voice, chat none may, maks 
evaſion; hut, yet with an and le vaire, that 
all may not breed confHẽð˖Eu ../, ;-/- + qa 
This Confeſſion of ſins being duly.made. 
the whale, Congregation , then the, Prie 
ſtanding up;,; doth in the name and f 


Commiſſion; of God, prononnce the A801 
Hod; which if rightly, underſtood, believed, 
Cl embgaced by the Ponitent, 


dught to be. of like comiort to him, as ch 
declatation, of Chriſt was, to the man fick 


Pally : be.of good chear; rg ſins, * far- 


given thee. wt 
1, For. all the three Forms, of Abſolution in 
our Seryice, namely, this as and 


4; pores ee, ver e ys 
per ola and nets? 20 


of vet t xy , 
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Viſetation of tbe ſict, tho! differing in ex- II. 
preſion; are by che beſt Exppſitors on our VV 

Lirurgy 2judged toube of equal ſignification. 
All theſe Forms (ith Biſhop Sr 
Hr bur ſeveral” expreſſions of the ſame 
te thing, i in ſenſe} and virtue are the fame, and 
noiantbrO zie dd 1 dhe n * odarcare 


—— 


Wich he thus exemplifies. . For as when a Prince 
% hath granted a Commiſſion to any ſervant of his, .to re- 
ell EUEOI an7 eee bn daes 
« leaſe” out of priſon all penitent Offenders whatſoever, it 
++ Were ll Sue. ih efleR, as (5 the Priſogers Ulcharge, pe, 
& ther this fervant ys," by virtue of a Commiſſion 8 
Wnt me, Under t ePr c&'s hand and ſeN, which here I 
AN. MON YJGY 134! 4 EOS Bot 2% uh, 
4 ſhew Ireleaſe' this Priſoner: Or thus, the Prince who 
4s? N. 228 10 14 * (iſ 74 17 9183 17 Df * 
10 hath, Biven, me this Commiſſion, he pardons you; Or 
75 my * "FF. \ 75 8 oy T CG ; 


, 1 SE VIzSO 300 > Ns wit3d £& at iilidgsoo *6 4 
Fe ha , the Prince pardon. and deliver,you ; the Prin 
DO (VUNSY1 N ier . D134) ene 12 | 
5 ke ſanding by and confirming the word of his ſervant. 
1 23 * 1 "y - 2 0 . 


4 88 5 it here all one as to the remiflion of fins in the Peni- 
"tent, whether the Prieſt abſolves him after this form; Al. 
« mighty God, who hath giyen me and all Prieſts power 
to ptonounce pardon to the Penitent , He pardons you, 
10 thus, by virtue 4 80 granted to me 
% frm God, 1 abſolve you: Or laſtly, God pardon you, by 
« me his ſervant according to his promiſe, vho/e ſins ye re- 
« "mit, they are remitted. Sparrow's Rationale. 
It wis neceffary, that theſe Forms of Abſolution ſhould 
R 
ceiving differ in expreſſing their repentance. In this fir 
15 een Congreeatign is. Preſücheg 30, conſt, of 
£9909 396. kad... the; Form, Faid bor be general, jndulged to 
seen +, but framga,conAitional, Jigjred xp the per _ 
nit at Ad erstes Werdet tho dechying bus, power 
and Commiſſion, yet ſpeaks only in the third Perſon, that 
66 Gad pardoneth and abſolveth all them that truly repent, ere. 
Dur In 


— : 


30 The Beauty of Holmeſs 
Serm. are effectual to the Penitent by virtue of 
I. * that Commiſſion mention d John 20. .2 3. 
A whoſe fans qe remit they are remitted. 
And tis upon this account that the Church 
hath not allowed this form of Abſolution to 
be pronounced by a Deacon, to whom that 
is not given ; but hath. reſerved 
it to the“ PRRSTS, who at their n 


* 


| In the ſecond caſe at the Sacrament, where the Commu- 
nicants are all preſumed to come with a true penitent heart, 
the Form is more Authoritative, the Prieſt ſpeaking, not as 
before in a declaratory, but in an optatiye manner, .“ the 
Lord pardoh and deliver you from all your, fins, 

In the third caſe in the Viſitation of the fick, where the 
repentance of the perſon is not only. preſumed, but ſearch'd 
into and examined, there the Form is in its full ſtrength and 
abſolute, the Prieſt being order'd, for the comfort, of the fick 
perſon in that hour of diſtrecß, 16 ſpeak in h his own Perſon, 
ſaying, 1 by. the authority committed unto me, 1 abſolve 

* thee from all thy fins, in the name of the Father, ol the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. | 

"3b Tho' therefore the word, Minifter; be put both i in the 

kotewoin Rubric before the Confeflon- and in that folloiy- 

ing, before the Lord's Prayer; yet in this before Abſolution 

(cho coming juſt between them) the word, Prieff, is inſert- 

ed, which was done at the laſt review of our Liturgy, to di- 
ſtinguiſh and limit this power to the prieſts Off 4 which 
was the more neceſſary, becauſe the Diſſenters requeſted ; 
that ſeeing the word, Minifter, was uſed in this Rubric, it 
might be put every where elſe in the Liturgy inſtead” of, 
Prieft, and ſo would haye baniſtrd this word alſo cut f the 
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Commumion- Service. See the 3 printed in 
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Collier's . Hiſt.” 
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in the Common Prayer. 31 
of Give me leave hence to obſerve to you, Serm. 
3. ¶ what an abſurd ufurpation it is of the Prieſt's PH 
office for the People to repeat this Form af. 
ch ter the Miniſter,” fince even a Deacon is not 
to ¶ permitted to do it. For doth not the Rubric 
at © enjoin the contrary, directing it to be laid: 
ed by the Priesr atone ? Do not the words of 
on the Preamble alſo expreſſly. ſay, that God 
IJbatb given power and commandment to his 
— 8 Diniſters to declare and pronounce abſolu- 
tion, or © remiſſion of ſins, which the peo- 

* ple, being penitent, are to receive, not to 
give? Doth not the difference of their poſ- 
tyres declare the difference of their duty: 
vd the Prieſt being appointed to pronounce it to 
nd the people STANDING, as one having autho- 
bo rity ; whilſt the people are enjoined to conti-! 
've nue on their knees, as the poſture of penitence 
the © and ſubmiſſion ? Now the Abſolution ends at 
theſe words, unfeignedly- believe his holy 
Goſpel, - And the words following, where- 
on il fo2e let us beſeech him to gꝛant us, &c 
. quite to the end, theſe likewiſe are not Prayer 


& 


5 but an rr Ys: us more ip | 
d; Cee both wed r ac 
Fr Or Aeneon of Sins, was added in- this Rubric, by ordet 
» 1 from the Conference at Hampton - Court, for the ſatisfaction 
n of chem that took exception againſt the word Fe as 
7 3 of 4 29nd. P | 
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32 Phe Ran Halme 
Serm: cially har / rhings co pray for at this pteſent, 
III to wir, repentante and his hon Spirit, and 
por whar ends rwwir, couriproſtnt! acceprance 
and future co duct, and us the end of both, 
everldſting ie: hichi things the Prieſt uf 
tetwards knte ling? doth together with the 
people begiri to prayifor inthe Lord's prayer. 
Wherefore the former words being a Form-of 
Abſolution. and theſe: larrer! um Exhurtation; 
both belonging to the Office pf the Prieſt, 
the People ought to receireſtlie ane, and t 
liſten to tlie other, and by no means 0 
repeat either aſter him: for are they appoim- 
eto Exhort 0 Are they impower d to Ab 
ſolvr ? This cuſtomii too commom in practioe, 
and that among. devout and otherwiſe intelli. 
gent perſons, is nevertheleſs ſouuded on fo 
 grals an — I could almaſt call ic 
a ſul of 1 9 AY noffiimengt bu. 


the Jewiſh; waſliings'ufed betorb:the tima df 
Offering: The Congregation therefore Ha: 
ving; as the Apoſtle! alludes; their obearry 


*in tied frum aniituil:confeience;\ Ad being 
exhorted to draw near in full aſſurance of 


Faith. with What. could they ſo, properly and 
with ſuch aſſurance begin; 28 the Lonp's 
PRANER: Which being taug hr us here by But 


168 


Matter, and enforced 7 97 in above a8 our 
Inter- 
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in the Common Prayer. 33 
Interceſſor, muſt above all prayers come up Serm. 
before God, as the ſweet incenſe? ' II. 
And here I muſt obſerve once for all, that 
the Lord's Prayer may be placed at the be- 
ginning, or at the cloſe of any Office or part 
of worſhip, with great propriety and advan- 
tage: For when we begin with it; (as after 
the Creed and in the Communion Service) it 
being perfect in its comprehenſion, preſents to 
us at once-all thar we are about ro pray for 

in the following petitions. Beſides, having 
proceeded from the ſacred lips of our Lord 
God, it hallows and conſecrates all our other 
prayers; which muſt all grow out of this, as 
branches out of a root: And in this caſe too 
we may ay, F the root be holy, ſs are the 
branches. On the other hand, -when we 
cloſe with it (as after the Litany) it being a 
% ſummary recollection of all our foregoing re- 
tb gqueſts, if we have thro' infirmity or negligence 
6 been wandring in the larger Forms, we may 1 
ano double our earneſtneſs in this divine com- 
. | | 


tis penidium : 


Qs... 


r rr ne © 5.0 5.90 
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nd 4 The Lord's prayer is ordered to be faid by the Miniſter 
D's with an azdible, or, as in the former Rubric, with a loud 


os yoice: which ſeems to have been done chiefly in oppoſi- 
120 tion to the Church of Rome (from which we Reformed) 
fur where tis appointed to be ſaid at Martins, ſecrete, ſecretly, 
er- 53 Or 


31 The Beauty of Holmeſs 

Serm. _ The Church hath always ſhew'd that defe- 

II. rence to this Prayer, that ſhe hath inferred it 
=_—_ in every diſtinct Office of rhe whole Liturgy ; 

to this end, that by its perfection ſhe might 
tapply the defects, and atone for the infirmi- 
ties, of her own compoſures: nor that ſhe is 
wilfully conſcious of any ſuch in her Service, 
neither can others prove any upon her. Bur 
tho" ſhe can juſtify herſelf before men, yet ſhe 
preſumes not to do it before God; in whoſe 
ſight the very ſanctuary of Heaven is not pure, 
Job 8. 18. and the chief worſhippers therein, the ver) 
Angels, are chargeable with folly. Where- 


perfection, that hath induced our Church to 
inſert the Lord's prayer in all her Offices. And 


and Abſolution, makes the whole, as it were, 


by one of another kind, to wit, of Thankſgi- 
ving. What has been done hitherto, has been 
Penitential; which now opens into Euchariſ- 
l. an chief and nobleſt part of worn: 


— — 
2 1 
— W 


or mil. Another reaſon is given, becauſe it is par: of 
the Goſpel, which was always pronounced with a loud voice. 
A third reaſon is, that the ignorant people might the ſooner 
learn it, and all the Congregation 177 better wand and ſo 
Join in it. ; 


* — 
ws * 


But 


fore tis not love of repetition, but fear of im- 


it being added in this place after Confeſſion 
a ſhort diſtinct Office; which is now followed 
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in the Common Prayer. 


But before we enter upon it, let us obſerve * 
I 


the fitneſs and neceſſity of this order, whieh 
appoints Confeſſion of fin with Abſolution to 
bear the firſt part in our publick worſhip. For 
till our perſons be ſanctify d, Abſolved, and 
reconciled unto God, all we do in his Sanctus 
ary will be unacceptable. For inſtance. till 
our lips be purify d, how unfit are we 0 ſet 
koꝛth God's moſt woꝛthy pꝛaiſe? Till our ears 
alſo be ſanctify d and open d, how can we 
hear his moſt holy wow? And till we have 
asked pardon for ſm, how cati we preſume 
to ask benefits at his hand? And therefore 
the ExyorTATION well teſtifies, that alths' we 
oiight at all times humbly to ackngwledie 
our ſins befoze- God, yet ought we mot 
chiefly fo to 1 when we allemble E= 
together upon theſe ſacred Exerciſes, 

thankſoiving, hearing, and {application ©. 450 


dc Baſil *, who wrote about the year 370; af: 


, . firms; 
1 . N "VR 1 345 
IP And therefore this addition of the Sentences, the Ex- 
hortation, the Confeſſion, and the Abſolution, which was. 


made by the Reformers in the Review of the Liturgy under 
King Edward the ſixth; was a wiſe amendmetit. For in the 


' firſt book, compiled about three years before, the Service 


began at the Lord's prayer, as it does now in the Roman 
Mattins, 
* Ta yus nexegTazore 405 dean reis 75 O lane, ve 
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35 


36 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. firms, that this method of beginning with Con- 


I. 


feſſion was the univerſal practice of the Church | 


in his time. 
Confeſſion of fin then, ſtrengrhned by Ab: 
ſolution, being the main ground-work of pub- 


lick worſhip, upon which the acceptableneſs 


of the following Service regularly depends; as 


I hope this will excuſe my being ſo full and 
particular upon theſe heads, fo I muſt crave 
leave, 4 I proceed, to leave won em 
minds two exhortations. «6% 

Firſt, To thank God, that in our worſhip 


this ground-work is not only of a tried ſound- 


neſs and of a juſt breadth, but alſo laid in its 
Er rien 


As to the way of the Presbytery, che 


whole worſhip being, as their Teachers pre- 


tend, an immediate gift, and therefore caſual 


to themſelves, ——— they nor we can affirm; 
where Confeſſion of fin will come in, any 
more than what form or length it will be 
of. Not but if this ſpirit of prayer be ſubject 


to: the Directory, that appoints, ** that after 


*« reading the Word, and ſinging of the Pſalm, 
**.the Preacher ſhall proceed to the ſolemn 


. «+ Confeſſion of ſin with ſhame and holy con- 


clrepelr]e; rd wegrduxav, , Ty ν,? dias xabicay)as., Qui 


| Jam obtinuerunt ritus, omnibus Dei Eecleſiis concordes ſunt es- 


conſoni. Populi fatt4 ad Deum Confeſſione, ab oratione ſur- 
Lentes ad Pſalmodiam traducuntur. 31 
ä | * fuſion 


1 rn 1 — * * 
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in the Common-Prayer. 37 
++, fuſion of fice . And as to the manner of Serm. 
the- Church of Rome, were their Confeſſion II. 
HW found in its matter, free from the invocationn 

of Saints and Angels, yet the s placing of it is 
liable to the like exception: For it comes in 
in the latter part of their Service, after the 
Pſalms and Lections and other prayers. And 
thus, to keep to the fame alluſion, that which | 
which ſhould be the ground-work to ſupport all 
the reſt, is placed above as a dead weight up- 
on the ſuperſtructure. 

Secondly, Let me exhort you to give all 
diligence to come to Church before the Con- 


1 * 


R 


„ 


QO 


f And here I think fit to inſert an obſervation of Biſhop 
Coſins upon this place of our Liturgy. In this reſpect 
© we cannot but prefer the order of the Church of England, 
* before the other Reformed Churches abroad, who have 
** no Abſolytion, nor no Confeſſion neither, but after the 
« Pſalms; and Leſſons (which is all the Service that they 
© have) be dohe, and the Preacher goes up into the pulpit : 
* which gives the people occaſion to think, that all their 
« Service before is to ſpin out the time only till the Prea- 
4% cher comes, rather than to give God any homage or ſer- 
vice at all: whereas the ſolemn beginning of our Service 
« with Confeſſion and Abſolution, ſerves to put the people 
in mind, that all which follows is the ſolemn ſervice of Al- 
% mighty God, preparing them to that attention of mind, 
« and devotion of ſpirit, which they owe to it. and which 
n- & is requiſite to make it acceptable. See the Notes printed 
— at the end of Dr. Nichols's Comment on the Common- 
Ws; prayer. - 

4 8 Roman Breviary. See the Office call'd, Dominica ad 
am = Primam. | 
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The Beauy of Holineſs 


Serm. feſſion : otherwiſe you loſe the great benefit of 


Abſolution. For tho' there be other ſhort con- 


&YY pefſions of fin, as in the Litany, yet there is 


Zech. 3. 
77 4. 


Ifvi. 64. 
6. 


appointed no other Abſolution. I call the be- 
nefit of Abſolution great, becauſe it ſanctiſies 
your perſons, which ſanctifies all your offer- 
ings. To fer this in a true emblem before 
ou, which ma —— and laſt upon your 
— ghts: Every perſon when he ſtands before 
God, is to be loo d upon, like Jaſhua the 
High-prieſt, as cloathed in filthy garments. 
Bar after he hath Confeſſed and repented of 
his fins, then the Lord faith to the Prieſt ap- 
pointed to pronounce the Abſolution, as he 
did to thoſe that ſtood by Joſhua, Take away 
the filthy garments from him. And to the 
perſon himſelf thus Abſolv'd he faith, as he 
did to Joſbua, Behold, I have cauſed thine 
mniquity to paſs from thee, and I will cloath 
thee. with change of raiment. They there: 
fore that come in after Abſolution, however 
they may come prepared and arrayed in their 

own. righteouſneſs, yet ought to look upon 
themſelves ſtill, as cloathed in filthy garments. 
For what is all our righteouſneſs in the ſight 
of God ? The Propher anſwers, it is 4s filthy 

regs.” © 

To proceed now to the offering of Praiſe 
and anke appointed to follow. And it is 
well 
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in the Common Prayer, 


well appointed, that Praiſe ſhould come before Serm. 


Prayer in our worſhip, of which two all wor- 


ſhip properly conſiſts: it is meet and right that M 


the Church ſhould ſet foꝛth God g moſt moꝛthy 
p2aiſe, before ſhe declares her own wants: that 
ſhe ſhould render thanks foꝛ the gꝛeat bene- 
fits the hath received at his hands, before he 
pen to ask for more. 

Now this offering of Praiſe is £50 
and introduced by Petition, as Confeſſion of 
fins was by Exhortation : the Miniſter be- 


ginning in the language of the penitent 


Pſalmiſt, O Lowd, open thou our lips: the pal. gr. 


People anſwering, And our mouth ſhall ſhew **5 
forth thy praiſe; a very proper introducti- 
on after confeſſion of ſin, the ſenſe where- 
of naturally ſeals down our lips, makes all 
fleſh dumb before God. Again, the Miniſter 


prays, ©D *God, make ſpeed to ſave us, to Pfal. 70. 


wit, from our manifold fins we have confeſ- 
fed. The People proceed, O Load, make 
hafte to help us, to wit, in the great duties 
we are now entring upon. Both Verſieles pro- 
per in their matter, and vehement in the ex- 


preſſion. O God, make ſpeed: O Lord, 


mate haſte: are the language of a. devout 


— whoſe Prayer. darted up in theſe 


* Þ Which a anſwers nearly to the ancient Hoſannah, that; is 
fave now, Lord, we beſeech thee. 


7 \ FL . 4 ſhort 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. ſhort ejaculations, RI the ' clouds. 


We being r from the chains of our 


WV fins, and help'd by his Holy Spirit, raiſe up 


our ſelves fapm the ground; even as Peter, 
when his chains fell off from his hands, and 
he was helped by the Angel, raiſed up him- 
ſelf And thus ſtanding on our feet, we too 
gird our ſelves to this holy work of Praiſe now 
appointed to begin. But with what ſhould it 
begin? What ſo properly, as that moſt excel- 
lent and ancient DoxoLocy, Glopw'be. to the 


Father, and to the Son, Sc. I call it moſt 


excellent, becauſe it is a Creed contained in an 
Hymn. As a Creed, it declares the bleſſed 
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghaſt, to be 
the object of our Faith ; whilſt as an Hymn, 
it makes the ſame the ſubject of our Praiſes. 
And therefore we find it added at the cloſe of 
the Athanaſian Creed, that Creed renting 
wholly to the Trinity. 

I call it Ancient. For this being the form 
of Baptiſm changed into an Hymn, it is pro- 
bable, that it was thus changed and thus uſed 
by the Apoſtles themſelves. However, the 
Primitive uſe of this Form was made a AI 
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in the Common. Prayer. 


41 


objection againſt Arius, that famous Here- Serm. 


tick; who about the year 320 attempting to 
deſtroy the divinity of the Son, aſſerted that 
the primitive Form was thus, Glory be to 
+. the Father, y the Son, in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Now we have the Teſtimony of St. Baſid. 
who wrote about the year 370, that the Or- 
thodox Form which! we now uſe, had been 
handed down to his time in the writings of 
the moſt celebrated Fathers, and was then u- 
niverſally uſed throughout the Church. Cap. 29. 
De Fpiritu F. However, the other Form, 
(the Son, in the Holy Ghoſt) had crept in 
in ſome few places,” without any ill deſign, as 
that Father obſerves, being founded on * this 


* 770 this effect be. argues, Cap. 7. ibid, „ora; Ph 7 
ag pre 15 luuoſns, 9 Attias de fxI Haga, 
META Harro A. awrw hesch 7 Ihr. "Orer5 F 46 
vue ven ien T ayaloy eie, # " T "May aUTWHy wegoaloyhy 
g #ix+1a71 regs 940, AV AT'TOY” 2 EN AT TH oregyaay e 
iu © xd rad rl Seed, "Ne » id F d. Aer 
de, » MES OFT v 3 ar OY e i;aigr]@>. Quum 
enim in unigenito nature majeſtatem, ac dignitatis excellentians 
contemplamur, tribuimus illi Gloriam cum Patre. Rur. ſus 
quum conſi dera mus, que bona- in nos contulerit, aut quomodo 
10. - ah Deoque nos aſſeruerit, configemur hoc bene ftium 
per ipſvn & in ipſo, per actum eſſe. Ita ut altera formula, 

m we propria ſit Clorificanrivins ; altera, ge rule ft 
propria Gratias ista. INES Eu 9 0 

Nota, quod er & g, cum c et, ſunt in er pen — 
wy. £quipollentes, ut idem Pater abunde probat, Cap. 25: 

Tta ut idem fit, fove utaris prapoſitione, ſive conjuntiio 2 
dixeris, » Gloria Patri cum Filio, foe Gloria Patri et Filio. 


Pf HT diſtinction; 


2 


= 
a” 
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Serm. diſtinction: That in Laude or giving Glory 
| JE to God, they thought fit to uſe that firſt Form, 
UVV which 


expreſſed the Godhead of the three 
Perſons to be all one, cocternal and coequal. 


Bur in giving Thanks for graces or mercies re- 


ceived, the other Form (by the Son, in the 
Holy Ghoſt) was ſometimes alſo uſed, as ex- 
preſſing moreover the method, whereby the 
ſecond and third Perſons in the Trinity 


conveyed thoſe —_— to us. But after this 


miſuſe was made of it by Arius, the Church 
wholly cancelled it, enlarging the former 
affixed it to her Lirurpies/i in this Form, Gloꝛyv 


be ta the Father, and to the Son, and ta 


the Holy Ghoſt, now, and ever, wozld with- 
out end: and thus the Eaftern or Greek 
Church uſes it as this day : to which the 


HWeftern or Latin Church prefix d (in a* Coun- 


cil Au. 442.) As it was in the beginning; 
both to oppoſe the poiſon of Arius, who ſaid 
there was a beginning of time before Chriſt 
had any beginning; and alſo to declare the 
practice of the Church, that this was the Pri- 


mitive Form, and old Orthodox way of prai- 


ſing God. And thus, O God, the holy Church 


thyoughour all the nom (che Ears and 


E doth acknowledge the. 
Now what is this Dre to the — 


. Conci Vaſenſ. 


© Trinity, 


m the Common-Prayer. 


Trinity, thus enlarged and perfected, but that Serm. 
of the Church in Heaven, which worſhips before IE. 

thethrone, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, LordGod VV + 
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come? Rev. 4.8, 


And as they above repeat it continually, it can 
be no blame in us to do it frequently. 
And truly this Form of ſound and excellent 


words (for, as we obſerv'd, it is a Creed as 


well as an Hymn) being ſo often rehearſed in 
our Service, and that alternately by the Mi- 
niſter and People, and thus mutually exciting 
and confirming each other's faith, it muſt be 
their beſt guard againſt the attempts of ſome 
Modernes; whereof One is ſo wild as to revive 
that very corruption of Arius, ſaying, Glo- 
* ry be to the Father, by the Son, in the 
Holy Ghoſt : whilſt the Other, tho! allow- 
ing the words as they ſtand, yet deſtroys the 
ſenſe of them by his novel interpretation; af. 
firming expreſſly, that we ought not to give 
equal glory to the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as 
we give to the Father. 

But, my Brethren, either the Catholick 
Faith is this, that we worſhip one God in 
#* Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, or this 
Doxology ought to be caſt out of our Liturgy, 
or our Liturgy out of the Charch, yea, the 
Church itſelf out of the world. Either the 


5 Godbend of the Father, Son , and Holy 


«« Ghoſt 


\ 


Serm. SGhoſt is all one, their Glory 
gon, and, in truth, all Religion, is at an end: 


44 The Beauty of Holineſs 
II. Majeſty coeternal; or the Chriſtian Reli- 


this our Procthing is vain, and: your faith 
ic vain. 10 
Aſter this ee Doxology, what: could 
follow but that Angelical exclamation, Hal- 
LELUJAH 3. Which being interpreted is, ꝛaiſe 
ye the Lozd : the People returning it with an 
united voice, The Lowd's name be pꝛaiſed. 
This Hallelujah may be conſider'd, firſt, as a 
proper return to the foregoing Doxology : for 
as in that we worſhip the Trinity, ſo in this 
the Unity. Or, ſecondly, as a proper invi- i 
tation to the following work, which is Praiſe, MW 1 
and that too in the Palms, which in the He- 
| 
| 


brew is called, The Book of Praiſes, _; - 
Then begins the IxVrra roxy Plalm, and 
that not abruptly, but led in by the foregoing 
Verſicles and Anſwers; as the general Exhor- 
tation was by the introductory Sentences :,, ſo 
that in theſe leſſer parts there is alſo kept up 
a likeneſs and uniformity. 
This Pſalm hath been thus highly honour'd 
from the beginning, as to be uſed daily in the 
publick worſhip, and to wear the title of the 
er F- and it is juſtly thus, * 


1 


4 1 This anſwer Was added at the Reftoration. | | 


nour d, 


TT Yu 


= 
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hour d, being calculated. to all the offices of Serm. 


divine worſhip. Firſt, to Thankſgiving : O 


II. 


rome let us ſing unto the Lord, with the rea- 5Y,V 


ſons annexed, as the great Creator and Go- 
vernor of the world: For the Lord is a great 
God and a great King above all Gods. Se- 
condly, to Prayer; O come let us fall down 
and kneel before the Lord our maker ; with 
the reaſon alſo given, as our peculiar Lord: 
for he is the Lord our God, and we are bis 
people. Thirdly; to Hearing; To day if you 
with hear his voice, harden not your hearts. |. 
- Wherefore this Palm is fitly here placed, 


it being a compleat Exhortatory to the whole 


Liturgy, as well as to the following rehear- 
ſal of the Psaums ; which themſelves may be 
call'd a leſſer Liturgy. For in them are con- 
tained confeſſions, thankſgivings, praiſes, 
prayers, interceſſions, inſtructions, in all things 
anſwering to our publick Service. For in- 


ſtance: bath any one receivd a bleſſing? in 


the Pſalms he hath a thankſgiving. Hath he 
any to be requeſted ? In the Pſalms he hath 

ition. Hath he any evil to be removed? 
In the Pſalms he hath a deprecation. Would 
he delight his ſoul in. meditations ? In the 
Plalms the Scenes of the Creation and of Proyi- 
dence are open'd in beautiful repreſentations. 


Would he humble his ſoul in humiliations 2 


EG! | In 


V. 6. 


V. 8. 


1 
1 
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Serm. In the Pſalms he finds many, that are peni 
IL tential. 
GY V - Now this variety of Subjects in this ſacred 


collection, I mean the book of Pfalms, raiſeth 
in the worſhipper variety of paſſions, love and 
fear, joy and ſorrow, chearfulneſs and contri- 


tion, and the like: which variety being found 


in almoſt every Portion appointed for the 
Morning or Evening Service, and 

and intermingling with each other, keeps the 
foul awake to this heavenly work, by pur- 
ting it (if I may ſo ſpeak) into different poſ- 
tures. This not only gives ſprightlineſs to 
the ſoul, but harmony to — Theſe 
different paſſions in the ſoul of David, whilſt 
he ſung theſe hymns unto the Lord, were as 
diſcords upon his hatp, which are neceſſary 
to give ſweetneſs to the ſound of T | 
and to make the voice thereof to be the voice 
of melody. This intetmixture in the P/alms 
mult be to all thoſe, who are made after Da- 
vid's own heart, as he was after God's, rhe 
rhe height of harmony; whilſt to thoſe perhaps, 
whoſe hearts are untuned to holy things, no- 
thing bur irregularity. Ar the Ho of each 
— fn mona to cloſe and to 


m Quos duos habe Nicana 3 edidit, e Damaſus Pe- 


pa, S. Hieronymi rogatu, in fine Pſalmorum cantari fi 
tuit. — lib. 5. cap. 2. 


crown 


E. & . 


2 


ISI Fund Ga S8 e a . 


in the Common-Prayr. 


crown it: which being 
it is fit to conclude the Pſalms, whoſe 


proper 
ſubject is glorifying God; ſo being wholly a SWV 


Chriſtian hymn, it adopts the Pſalms compo- 
ſed for the. Synagogue into the Service of the 
Church, and exalts them from Legal into E- 
vangelical Offices. | 

By the rehearſal of the whole book of Pſalms 
once every month, as is appointed, they be. 
come more known and familiar to Chriſtians, 
than any other part of the Scriptures. This 
part of God's word is indeed above all ig 
anto them; and not only in their heart, but 
in their mouth. Neither can any hence object 
—— 2 that herein it er A 


— ct. 


— — „ 4 _ — 0 „„ — — 


1 The preſent diviſion of the wk of Pſalms in into ſeveral | 
portions, affixing a ſeparate portion to each day, and the 
circle of the whole to the circuit of the month, ſeems to be 
more commodious, than what had been before invented in 
the Church. For the diviſion of them into ſeven Portions, 
called Nocturns, ſo that they were read over every week, 
(as practiſęd i in the Latin Church) ſeem'd too tedious. And 
the diviſion of them into twenty Portions, fo as to be read 
over in ſo many days, or two thirds of the month (as prac- 
tiſed in the Greek Church) if leſs tedious, muſt have been 
too uncertain, every Portion perpetually ſhifting its day, like 
the moveable Feaſts. Whereas in our Church the ſeveral 
Portions, into which they are divided, being fixed in their 
order, each Portion to its day, they are thereby made cer- 
tain and immoveable : and being enlarged in their number, 
being thirty, and ſo all together filling up the month, they 
cannot be deem'd tedious or burthenſome to the Seryice. 

an 


an hymn of Glory, as = 


4 


Serm. 


fa — Holineſs 


regard to the P/a/ms, than to any 


IE other books of the holy Bible. For theſe are 
&YV compoſed and fitted for adoration, whereas 


the other Scriptures are chiefly for inſtruction. 
Not but the Hymns in the New Teſtament , 
namely, of the bleſſed Virgin, Zachary, and 
Szmeon, have with an equal regard been taken 
out and incorporated into our daily Service. 
And aſter the Leſſons, where each of theſe 


Hymns is appointed ſeverally with a Pfalm, 


the Kran i. per fir by way of fre 


CC. . 


N fabfianceof. the Pſalms. 


Let me now recommend to you two obſerva- 


tions, the firſt concerning the manner, the 


ſecond roaming the gas wherein. _y 


are recited... 
- Firſt, As to che manner: Which i is 8 


or by turns, according to the ancient cuſtom 


of the * Catholick Church; and according to 


the pattern ſet us by the Church in Heaven, 
where, in ſinging the Tr:/ag:um, the Sera: 
. phims are faid to cry one to another. And 
this cuſtom is well retained in our Church, 


1 e to be . © as in our . 


— "3.4 „ JET _— 8 


0 Fee to he former ; quotation from St. m_ Ei; 
* Vamudiar xabiray?) Y rw © dixñ̃ Siavepndi)tg, d. 
eh AMA. Ad Pſalmodiam — 3 & nunc in aus: 
* diviſi alrernis ſuccinentes pſallunt, 


thedral 


a _— _ 1 1 > a in 1 * 1 1 hh. 


. 
aw 
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in ſhe Common-Pr ayer. 


Parochial Worſhip. For in the former, when 


+ 


' thedral Service, or to be? ſaid, as in our Serm. 


IL 
* . 


one fide of the Choir ſing unto the other, the 
hereby both provoke and relieve each others 


piety, they provoke it by this holy contenti- 

on, and relieve it by this interchange. And 
for theſe reaſons it is no leſs neceſſary, tho? 
leſs beautiful in our Parachial Service, where 
the reading of the Pfalms' is divided between 
the Miniſter and People. For did not the Con- 


gregation bear their part, what is become of 


their promiſe, where rhey ſay, Our mouth 
thall them fo2th thy pꝛatſe? Or to what end 
is that exhortation of the Miniſter, Pꝛaiſe ye 
the Low ? Nay, of what uſe is the Invitat 
Pſalm itſelf, O come, let us fing, G 
the People join not, this Pſalm can neither 
deſerve its place in our Service, nor anſwer 
its title. 

Beſides, if they join not in the Plabne, 
neither will they do it in the Reſponſes, or 
any other part of the Service; but will lat 
all the while in our Churches, juſt as they do 
in the Conventicles, hearers only, not doets. 
'And is this an acceptable Service unto the, 
Lord? Will ye call theſe a Congregation of 


» For this — the BG. ſaid, | was added in the Ru- 
bric before the 1nvirazory Pſalm, ©, come let us ſing, &c. in 
the ſecond Book. of Edu. 6. 


#5511 E | | Wor- 
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Serm. worſhippers, which ſtand only a company of 
II. mutes ? If they of the &. abs pretend to 
SY blame chis cuſtom in our Church, and to 
.change, what we call an excellency, into an 
iniquity, affirming, that it is not lawful for 

the People ro ſpeak, or bear any part in pub- 

lick worſhip; out f their own mouths will 

we judge them. For do not they join, 4 both 

men and women, with their Teacher in ſing- 

ing Pſalms ? Is not this their chief delight, 

their principal boaſt ? If then (as the * publick 
anſwer was) this were lawful in FHopkins's 
Pſalms, why not in David's? If in metre, 
Why not in proſe ?: And if in a Plalm, why 
not in a Litany ? Wherefore above all things 
let Fly : n of the 8 8 ſong in 


4 T'ſpeak this, — tis — — againſt 
women's joining in the publick worthip, from the miſappli- 
cation of that "me: es 1 Cor. 14. 34. where tis ſaid, that it 
i not permitted to them to ſpeak i in the Church. For neither is 
it permitted to men to ſpeak in the ſame ſenſe, that is, by 
ay of preaching or teaching, unleſs ordained: therennto. 
But in praying and ſinging unto God and i in all other com- 
mon actions of worſhip, wherein tis permitted to men, tis 
doubtleſs no leſs permitted to women to e and j join, be- 
ing equally partakers of the ſame covenant, and entitled to 
the ſame privileges of the Chriſtian Religion, which makes 
no diſtinction of ſexes. For in Chrift Jeſus there is neither 
malt nor female, but we are all one. Gal. 3. 28. oF. 
+ I "See the Savoy Conference before-mention'd. 
For this engages the Pariſhioners to furniſh themſelves 


and their children with Common-prayer-books, and to uſe 
- 25% 4 them 


0 —_—_ nh _— As ee —_ 1 


r 


7 
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in the Commion-Prayer. 
reading the Palms be every where kept up. 
The obſeryance of it is highly uſeful ; the neg- 


let of it no leſs miſchievous. Beſides, it 
deſtroys that beauty of holineſs, which ſhines 


moſt in the Pſalms, the nobleſt part of all pub- 


lick worſhip. Nay, it turns them into a ſet 
of Leſſons, and thergby takes away that diſ- 
tinction and regard, which ſhould be given to 
the Leſſons appointed Tor the day. But let 
us obſerve, 

"Secondly, The poſture aſed when the Pſalms 
are rehearſed, which is STanDInG : the Chri- 
ſtian Church in this thing, as in many others, 


imitating the Jewiſh. For when the Przeſts 


I hd — — 


them at Church: whereby as they become better acquaint- 
ed with the Pſalms, ſo do they with every other part of the 
Service, wherein they are appointed to bear a part. For 


tis a great, tho” a too general miſtake to think, that the 


Clerk alone js to do this in their ſtead. No: tis the duty of 
every Pariſhioner and every perſon in the Congregation, to 
do the ſame, and to make all the ſame anſwers that the 
Clerk. does, only it is proper that they do it with an humble, 
as he with a more audible voice. This is generally done in 
Cities and Towns, and would to God it were done alſo in 
Villages. This alone would of courſe lead them into a bet- 
ter knowledge, and by conſequence into a better eſteem of 
the Common-prayer. But on the contrary, if this cuſtom of 
the People's joining in reading the Pſalms be laid afide, the 
effect of it will be, that in a few years there will ſcarce be a 
Common-prayer-book in the Pariſh, and the effect of that 
with regard to the People's knowledge and value for it, | 
ove any one to "ny as, 20 

E 2 _ quaitea 
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_ waited on their Office, the Levites alfo-with 


* 2 
2 Chron, 
. 


inftruments of muſic of the Lord, which. Da- 


vid the Ring had made to praiſe the Lord, when 
David prais' d by their miniſtry, and the Prieſts 


ſoundedTrumpets before them, all Iſrael Sroop. 


But this cuſtom of fanding is derived not 
from the imitation of the Jews, but direction 


of Nature. For by the erection of the body 


we expreſs the — of che ſoul, when in 
thankigiving we lift it up unto the Lord: as 


by kneeling down we expreſſed the contrition 


of our hearts, when in confeſſion of fin we 
humbled them before the throne: of Grace. 


Theſe: poſtures” of kneeling and ſtanding are 


natural indications of — affections of the 
heart. And tho continued down in our Church 
the ſame as before the Reformation, yet this 
is not in conformity to the uſage of Popery, 


bur to the more ancient appointment, and (if 


I may ſo ſpeak). original Rubric of Nature it- 
ſelf; which bath not only eſtabliſhed this cor- 
reſpondence of our inward affections with out 
bodily . geſtures, but hath alſo written. it in 
our countenances. In theſe likewiſe” we read 
contrition and ſhame in him, that is 


in theſe we read joy and thankſgiving in n 


that rejoiceth. Do men {mile at Confeſſion 
of ſin? Or do they weep in acts of Thank(- 
giving? So it. is with the aa or geſtures 


of 


* 


„ 4 r . err . hap. A 
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of the body : they are ſuited by Nature to dif- Serm: 
ferent actions of worſhip. And non-confor- IE 
mity to them, becauſe they are enjoined alſo 
by the Church, is even unnatural, as well as 
| irreligious. O praiſe the Lord, Sanding in Pal. 134. 
t the courts f the Lord. 

n 2 the Pſalms follow the Lgssoxs. "Foe 
/ aving (according to the Exhortation) ſet forth 
n u_ moſt woꝛthy praiſe, we proceed to 
s hear his moſt holy wozd, And thus a reſpite 
nor intermiſſion is given to the bent of the 
e mind: for whereas in the work of praiſing it 
e. was active, in hearing it is only attentive. 
re Beſides, a different faculty ob the ſoul is now 
ze call'd upon to take its turn in the work of the 
h Sanctuary. For before in the Pſalms the will 
is and affections were employ d; but no in the 
y, Ml Leſſons chiefly the underſtanding. And it is 
if wich the faculties of the mind, as with the 
it · members of the body; that in working by 
x- turns there ariſes no wearineſs to either, but 
ut in both a mutual emulation, and from encula 
in tion an earneſtneſs. 

ad Thus when the ſoul has been * by acts 
t of Praiſe, it is the more awaken d to holy ſpe- 
m, culation open d to us in the Scriptures: and 
on when delighted with ſpeculation, in beholding 
the wondrons things of God's Law, it eagerly 
res returns to thankſgiving. For the table of the 
of E 3 heart, 


The Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. heart, like the Altar of God, is already warm'd 
II. by the burnt-offering of thankſgiving taken 
out of the Plalms. And whatever new mate- 


rials of Praiſe, gathered out of the firſt Leſſon, 

are laid upon it, in a moment the fire kindles, 
and breaks forth into thankſgiving. For the 
ſubject and ſupply whereof, the Church hath 
ppointed thoſe two ancient Hymns, the Te 
Deum, that is, We pratle thee, O God; or the 
*Benedicite, that is, O all ye works ofthe Lo: 
the former framed for conſtant uſe, the latter 
for more particular occaſions. The firſt (as 
tis generally receiv d) was compoſed by St. 
Ambroſe for the baptiſm of St. Auguſtine : 

and hath been ever fince uſed in the Church 
above thirteen hundred years. An Hymn to 
the holy Trinity, worthy of the Spouſe of 
Chriſt, rational and majeſtick : and among all 
the deere, ee of man an uninſpir'd, mach for r the 


r This Cuntide, entitled. The ſong of me three Chil- 
dren, is aſcribed to the three Iſraclites, ſung by them in the 
midft of the fiery furnace, as we read in the Hpocrypha, But 
by whomſoever and upon whatſoever occaſion it was eom- 

or uttered, it is certainly very ancient, being univer- 
fally uſed in the Church in the moſt early times, and by ma- 
ny counted a part of Scripture. But granting it otherwiſe, 
yet this and the Te Deum, are the only Hymns ufed in our 
Service that are of man's compoſing: Our Church being 
careful, even beyond all the-ancient Churches, .in ſinging to 
God to ſing in the words of , This Canticle i is a Para- 


N on the 145 Pſalm, 


kw F Aa 


1 
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Sanctuary, this may juſtly hold the firſt place, Serm. 
fit for the tongue of men and of Augels, And II. 
tis obſervable, that the Church bach not ad 


ded the Doxology, Gloꝛy be to the Father, 
Sc. after this, as. after all the other Hymns, 
to cloſe and crown it with perfection. For 
what is the Te Deum but chiefly a Paraphraſe 
upon the Doxology, the ſame Hymn to the 
bleſſed Trinity, only drawn in a larger form ? 
As the interpoſal of this Hymn after the 
firft Leſſon gives the mind a reſpite from the 
work of attention; ſo the loftineſs of it lifts 
up the mind, and fits it for attending to the: 
higher things revealed in the Goſpel, which 
now in the ſecond Leſſon are read to the Con- 
gregation. And as at the firſt when the Angel 
had publiſh'd the glad-tidings of Salvation, he 
was joined by a multitude. of the heavenly 
Heft 5-40 now when the ſame tidings revealed 
in the New. Teſtament are rehcarſed by the 
Miniſter, he is likewiſe join d by the whole 
multitude of the Congregation, praiſs ing God. 
and ſaying. Þlefſed be the Lo, or chat 
Palm,: O be joykul, Oc. Thus after each 
Leſſon ſucceeds an Hymn. after the hearing 
of the ear follows the rejoicing with the lips; 
which beſides the relief ariſing to the wor- 
ſhipper by this interchange, beſides the beauty 
me to the worſhip, by. this variety, has. 
* E 4 allo 
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— 415 this advantage: that in theſe Hymns at 


Il. 


the ſame time we declare our aſſent to the 


N Seriptures read unto us, whilſt we magnify 


7 


their excelleney. For the acknowledgment of 


Faith is beſt proved, when it breaks forth in- 
to adoration, which is the nobleſt kind of 


Confeſſion. | 
In like manner the Leſſoti for the Evening 


Service are followed by their reſpective Hymns. 


Two are provided after each Leſſon for va- 
riety; tho the one (as we before remark d) 
be chiefly fitted for the daily Service, the o- 
ther for more Feſtival Seaſons, it being left to 
the Miniſter to —_—_— apply them to the 
occaſion. 

Now the appointment of ro Leſſe ons, one 
out of the Old. the other out of the New 
Teſtament, what is it but to ſhe the harmo- 
ny and conſent, that the one bears to the o- 
ther? For what was wrapt up in the O/ 


Teſtament in types, in promiſes, and in pro- 


phecics, is all open d and unfolded in the New. 
The types under the Law, in reading the 
Goſpel appear in ſubſtance. The promiſes 


made to the Fathers in the former, are in the 
nter ſulfilled to us. And the prophecies made 

by the Prophets, in the writings of the Evan- 

; geliſts we hear brought ro paſs. Thus, as in 
Vai. 6. 3. the Viſhan of y_ one Seraphim cry d to 


anot ber. 
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Nou as by this harmony of the Leſſons the 
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another, ſzying, Holy, Holy, Holy, ſignify - Serm. 
ing the three Perſons in the Trinity; ſo the II. 
Old and New Teſtament anſwer one to the 4 
other, teſtifying the faith and worſhip. of the 
ſame one God, the Trinity in Unity : and in 
all things their witneſs agrees together. 


faith of the hearers is eſtabliſhed ; ſo by the 
order, wherein they are read, the underſtanding 
is enlightned: for firſt one out of the O/d 
Teſtament, then the other out of the New; 
correſpondent to the order of time, wherein 
the Holy Ghoft publiſhed them to the world: 
and whereby the mind of the hearer is gradu- 
ally led from a darker revelation to a clearer 
view,” and prepared by the veils of the Law 
to bear the light breaking forth in the 
Goſpel. | i 
Whilſt therefore the Leſſons, whether out 
of the Old or New Teſtament, are read in our 
ears, we ſhould not let them paſs away, as a 
vulgar Hiſtory, or an idle Legend, or as the 
word of man; but reverently liſten to it, as 
it is in truth the word of God. For the 
Miniſter in reading the Scriptures is, even as 
Aaron was, the mouth of God to the Peo- +4 
ple: for which cauſe he is directed . to turn 
his face to them as ſpeaking to them from 
God; and to read STaxnixG, to ſignify his 


authority. 
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Serm. authority. When therefore he ſtandeth up in 
II. order to read the Leſſon; let every devour 
henrer take up that advice, which Eli gave to 
Samuel waiting likewile in the Sanctuary, ſay- 
x Sam. 3, ing within himſelf; Heat, Lord : for thy 
9. ſervant heareth. And let us not only har- 


ken, but apply what we hear: If examples, 


let theſe lead us; if precepts, let theſe teach 
us; if commands, let theſe bind us; if pro- 
miſes, let theſe encourage us; if threats, let 
theſe warn us; if mercies, let theſe comfort 
us; if judgments, let theſe awaken us: in 
whatſoever way the Leſſon brings us inſtruc- 
8 tion in righiteouſnte ſe, which it always doth 
| in ſome way, let us at the cloſe anſwer with 


a the Congregation of 1/#ael,- ſaying in. our 


1 Exod. 19. hearts, all that the Lord hath Houten, We 


will do. 


if The time would fail me, ſhould I here) en- 
#$ . n the wiſdom and judgment of our 
i | Church in chuſing out and ſuiting the Leſſons 


to particular days and occaſions, whether of 


6 212 — — t— 
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u As for Saints days, the firſt Leſſon is generally choſen 
eluſ. and Wiſdom : which being inſtructions of an holy con- 


the days of Saints, whoſe Lives were examples thereof. 
The ſecond Leſſon, if it relates not to the Hiſtory of the 
Saint, goes an in the ordinary courſe. 


out of #he moral Books, ſuch as Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, Le- 


verſation and godlineſs, are thouglit moſt fit: to be read on 


Feſtivals 
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59 


Feſtivals or Faſts. But one thing I muſt re- Sexm: 
mind you, that on Sundays, the chief days of I. 
the 


* 


— 


w Which tes was the principal addition and amend- 

ment made at the Reviſal of the Liturgy under Queen Eli- 
zabeth; the Leſſons for the Sundays, and almoſt for all Ho- 
ly-days, did in King Edward's Liturgy take their turn, as 0- 
ther ordinary days, in the Calendar. 
Now in the courſe of Leſſons for ordinary a the 
Church begins with Geneſis when ſhe begins the year, and fo 
continues on thro” all the Books of the Old Teſtament, 
«(except certain books and chapters that are leaſt edifying) 
till near Advent. To which time the Book of 1/ajah is re- 
ſerved, being the cleareſt Prophecy of Chriſt and his coming, 
and therefore moſt ſuitable to that ſeaſon. 

But in the Leſſons for Sundays the Church takes a diffe- 
rent courſe, For it begins the book of Geneſis on Septuage- 
ſima Sunday, becauſe then begins the time of Penance, to 
which Geneſis treating of the Fall of man and God's jugg- 
ments upon the world for ſin, is thought beſt to ſuit. And 
ſo it goes on thro' the other books in order; only 1/aiah is 
reſerved till Adyent for the Leſſons alſo on Sundays, as wer 
as ordinary days, and for the aforeſaid reaſon. 

Thoſe Books and Chapters, that ® are leaſt edifying, 25 
% might be beſt ſpared, are Chronicles and Solomon's Song, 
the former being omitted, becauſe almoſt the fame as the 
books of King:; the latter, becauſe of its myſtical ſigflifica- 
tion. Alſo ſome particular Chapters in other books are o- 
mitted, becauſe the ſame with ſome read before, or becauſe 
full of Genealogies, or ſome other matter, which is leſs edi- 
fying ; or becauſe wrapt up in myſtery and viſion, as many 
Chapters in Ezekiel. And for this reaſon alſo the book of 
the Revelation is not read, only ſome particular Chapters ta- 
ken out of it upon particular Holy-days. | 
Aſter the Canonical Books of the Old Teſtament are read 
rough, to fill up the remaining part of the year, ſome books 


of 


Serm. the Aſſembly, the firſt Leſſons are ſo wiſely 
Il. choſen out, as to contain all the moſt mate. 


rial 
— — — 2 — emo ———_—_ 
of the 3 are e appointed to * ſs ps the 
Church thus juſtifies herſelf in her Articles, that . ſhe reads 
« theſe Books for inſtruction of life and example of man- 
ners; but yet doth not apply them to eſtabliſh any Doc- 
* trine : Moreover, that tho' they be not Canonical Scrip- 
ture, yet they are agreeable to the ſame ; and that thefe 
may be read to the Congregation, as well as Sermons 
preach'd, which are confeſſedly human writings, and often 
much inferior, and ſometimes not agreeable to the ſame : 
Laſtly, that none of theſe Books are appointed to be read 
on the Sundays; but (as we ſaid) the very choiceſt _ 
ters of the Canonical Books. 

But how can the Sefarifts object, that the Church by 
reading theſe excludes, or (in their own phraſe) juſtles out 
the Canonical Scriptures, when they omit the publick read- 
ing of far the greateſt part of them. For if they keep to the 
DixtecTorrY, that appoints © that two Leſſons, one out of 
% each Teſtament, be read at every Meeting, which is ſel- 
dom held but twice on Sundays; that is, four Chapters eve- 
ry Sunday. Yet this amounts but to the ſeventh part of 
what the Church reads, which are moreover four Leſſons for 
each of the other fix days of the week. And as to their order in 


— 


reading them, if they follow the Dixtectoxy, this appoints, | 


« th& ordinarily, where the reading in either Teſtament 
* ends on one Lord's-day, it is to begin the next, If then they 
begin the year at Geneſis for the firſt Leſſons, they cannot 
go beyond the middle of Leviticus, which make up 104 
Chapters : nor beyond the middle of St. Zuke in the Goſpels, 
nor beyond Epheſians in the Epiſtles ; which together make 
up the ſame number for the two ſecond Leſſons ; ſuppoſing 
that they begin that for morning at St. Matthew, and the 
other for the evening at Romans. Not but it has been and 
is the cuſtom in moſt Meetings to read no Leſſon at all, © leſt 

« the 
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| mp manger paſſages in the Old Teſta- Serm. 
By this method the Poorer ſort, who II. 


hire neither skill to read the Scriptures, nor 
always leiſure to attend the reading of them 
on the week - days, even theſe have not only 
the Goſpel preached unto them, but more- 
over Moſes and the Prophets read to them 
every eee 
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ſo the tC of a be trained, as the DixtcTORY 
above all things cautions. 

As to the method of reading the Scriptures | in the Church 
of Rowe, I ſhall only repeat the words of our Reformers, 
that whereas the ancient Fathers ſo order'd the matter, 
« that all the whole Bible (or the greateſt part of it) ſhould 
« be read over once every year; this godly and decent or- 
« der hath been ſo altered, broken, and neglected, by plant- 

ing in uncertain Stories and Legends, with a multitude of 
« Reſponds, Verſes, vain Repetitions, Commemorations, 
« and Synodals ; that commonly, when any book of the 
„ Bible was begun, after three or four Chapters were read 
out, all the reſt were left unread. For the remedy where- 
% of, the reading of the holy Scripture was by them ſo ſet 
« forth, that all things ſhould be done in order without 
« breaking one piece off from another. For this cauſe | 
«« were cut off Anthems, . Reſponds, Invitatories, and ſuch 
© like things, as did break the . courſe of the read: 
ing of the Scripture, 

Thus then if we look on the right hand or on the left, to the 
Papiſts or Diſſenters, our order of reading Scripture far ex- 
ceeds them both. Nay, it ſeems to exceed the order of the 
ancient; Fathers: for whereas they ſo ordered it, that all the - 
whole Bible (or the greateſt part of it) ſhould be read over 


once every year; in our Church the Old Teſtament i is read 


eee ond 2543. 
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Serm. But to proceed: When the two Leſſons are 


thus followed. by their reſpective Hymns, 


Y'V then. comes: on a rehearſal of the Crxep by 


Rom. 10. Priety ? For ſince Faith cometh by hearing 
it was meet that confeſſion of Faith ould 


17. 


all the Congregation: in which they give 


their aſſent to the particular Scriptures now 
read unto them; and not to them only, but 


to all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, which 


are clearly contained in the body of the 
Scriptures, and which are affirmed, and not 


without grounds, to be collected into this 


Creed by the Apoſtles themſelves, and up- 
on this account it is entitled, the Apel 
Creed. 

But my principal buſineſs at preſent is to 
obſerve that admirable order and chain, where - 
by the ſeveral parts and offices of the Com- 
mon-: prayer are held together. 

Now the rehearſal of the Creed is placed 


between the duties of hearing and of prayer: 


it comes after the reading God's moſt holy 
wozd, and goes before the agking thoſe 


things, that are en as well fo2 the 


body as the (uus. 
Firſt, If we conſider it with regard to the 


Leſſons, what could follow with greater pro- 


follow, as its proper production. On the o- 


Heb. 4. 2. — hand, ſince the word read proſiteth not. 


OY 
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unleſs mixed with Faith in them that hear Serm. 


it, therefore this rehearſal of the Creed, 


which awakens and ſtrengthens our Faith, re- PIE 


flects back an efficacy upon the word juſt read 
in our ears. So that the Leſſons being follow- 
ed by the Creed, by this connexion there is a 
reciprocal virtue, a mutual confirmation deri- 


yed from one to- the other. Bur, 


Secondly, If we conſider the Creed wich 
regard to the Prayers which follow in the 
Collects and Litany, the confeſſion of faith is 
allo the beſt preparative thereunto. For it de- 
Clares to us the true object of all Chriſtian 
worſhip to be one God ſubſiſting in three 
Perſons: without which diſtinct knowledge of 
the one only true God, we Chriſtians ſhould, 
like the blind Samaritans, worſhip we know 
notwhat ; or like the Athenians, no leſs blind 
in this reſpect. build our altars to an unknown 
Go. We learn then from the Creeds, thoſe 
Confeſſions of the Chriſtian Faith, what the 
tight Faith is; namely, that we muſt wor- 
ſhip one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 

* Unity. Now as without faith, ſo with- 
out this right faith, tis aw impoſſh pie to 
pieaſe Cod. - 

In this judicious: — of the Creed, 0 
viſibly- to the uſe of edifying , our Church 
dor excel the Church of Rome. For, as we 
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Serm. before obſery'd, that their Confeſſion of in 
II. was improperly placed in the latter part of 
their Service, ſo their Confeſſion of Faith is as 
unprofitably placed in the beginning of ir. 
But let not the Diſſenters rejoice, that we 
put this objection into their mouth againſt 
the Papiſts for miſplating the Creed, ſince 
they allow it no place at all. But why ? Is 
it not faith, that quickens? And can the 
Confeſſion of it be called a dead Letter 
But to proceed. 
This Confeſſion of Faith is made by the 
whole Congregation, the People repeating it 
aſter the Miniſter. For it is not enough for a 
Chriſtian to believe rightly with his heart, un- 
leſs he confeſs the ſame openly with his mouth. 
Now our Church hath provided for us in both: 
Rom. 10. For as in hearing the Leſſons, with the heart 
i% man believeth unto righteouſneſs; ſo in re- 
 hearſing the Creed, irh the mouth confeſſion 
ig made unto ſalvation. © 
And for this reaſon the Creed is ſo formed, 
as to be rehearſed by every one in his own 
perſon, not by rhe Congregation, as a body: 
we do not Confeſs in conjunction, ſay ing, Ut 
believe in God, but each for himſelf, ſaying, 
J believe, Sc. Inſomuch that the Prieſt him- 
ſelf. whoelſewherei is the publick Miniſter of the 
ee ſeems here to become a private 
a member 
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member of it even as others, Confeſſing on- Serm. 
ly for himſelf. Wherefore let not the People II. 
deceive themſelves; imagining, that if theMi- "VV 
niſter recites the Creed, and they ſay, Amen, 
at the cloſe ; that this ſhall be imputed to and 
accepted for them: For his Confeſſion is 
wholly perſonal, made only for himſelf; he 
faith even as every other perſon, J believe. 
Wherefore he is here not the People's deputy, 
bur only guide, going before them; he is not 
the mouth, but rather hand to che Congregation, 
leading them on in making their Confeſſion: 
and they ought all to follow him with an au- 
dible voice. 

This open Confeſſion ith the oak; to 
be made by all the People, is chiefly with re- 
gard to men ; before whom hereby as we give 
glory to God, ſo we call upon others to be 
witneſſes,” approvers, and followers of our 
Faith. For with regard to God who ſeeth the 
heart, it is ſufficient to a man's righteouſieſs. 
or Juſtification in his ſight, if he believerh 
with the heart: And in this reſpett alſo the 
practice of the Church of Nome ſeems defici- 
ent, which appoints the Creed, as well FO 
Lord s- prayer, to be ſaid fecrerd, 73 
that is, either mentally; with the heart, not 
with the mouth, which is no confeſſion at all; 
or ſilentiy, every one to 1 not audibly 

„ee in 
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Serm. in the hearing of the Congregation, which de- 


| II. 


feats the intended effects of Conſeſſion, to 
wir, the ſatisfying the Congregation that we 
hold the ſame Faith, and the encouraging and 
confirming them in the ſame. 

For the firmer eſtabliſhment of our Faith, 
the Church hath appointed that Confeſſion, 
commonly called the Creed of St. Athanaſius, 
to be ufed inſtead of the Apoſtiz's Creed. 


| This being too large for the daily Service, is 


appointed to be uſed on the three great Feaſt- 
days, to wit, on Chriſtmas-day,” Eafter-day, 
and Whitſunday, (theſe days being to us 
High-days) and moreover on ten other 
leſſer Feſtivals, placed between thoſe greater 
at ſuch intervals; that once every month at 
leaſt this excellent Creed might take its turn 
in our worſhip. So careful is our Church, 
that her children ſhould above all things un- 


derſtand, NEN 


« hold the Catholick Faith. ln 

- This Creed, faith the fears Apr 
raw, hath. been ever received with _— Ve- 
neration, as a treaſure of ineſtimable ; 
both by the Greek and Latin Churches. And 
thus hath it been received by our Church, and 
may it thus ever remain; may it ever ſtand, as 


eſtabliſhed with — 1 our Li- 
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turgy. For ſeeing this likewiſe is the Confeſſion Serm. 


of our Chaiſtian Faith, as in the Rubrick before 


it is entitled, they that ſtrike at it, what doo 


they but ſtrike at the eſtabliſhment, not ſo 
much of the Church of England, as of the 
Church of Chriſt ? SLES =. 

Thus far then we are advanced: and we 
cruſt, ' that hitherto order and variety hath 


fully appear'd, the beauty of holineſs hath 


ſhone forth in the principal parts of our Ser- 
vice, as they are laid down in the Exhortati- 
on. We have ſeen our Church acknowledging 
ber ſins, in the Confeſion ; then ſerting forth 
God's moſt worthy praiſe, in the P/alms ; 
then hearing his moſt holy word, in the Le/* 
ſons ; and after that with one heart and one 
mouth declaring her aſſent to the Catholick 
Faith, in the Creed. And now having her 
Conſcience abſolved from her ſins, and her 
affections warmed with thankſgiving, and her 
underſtanding enlightned by the word, and 
her faith ſtrengthned by her publick Confeſſi- 
on, how fit and prepared is ſhe to enter ſo- 
lemnly on ſupplication and prayer, and ta as 
thoſe. things that are neceſſaty as well fo2 
the body as the ſout, as hey are appointed 
in the follow ing parts of the Service, to wit, 
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A cy of our Church, that ſhe doth not 
8 8 break in abruptly upon this 

ot Prayer, any more than ſhe did upon that 
of Praiſe. For as before the Pſalms there was 
a mutual exhortation between the Miniſter and 
People, the Miniſter exhorting the People, 
Pzakie ye the Lozd: the People anſwering, 
The Lom's name be pꝛaiſed: ſo here before 
they begin their petitions, the Miniſter blef- 
ſeth the People for this holy work, ſaying, 
The Lo be with you : and the People pray 
for him in the . diſcharge of it, replying, 
And with thy ſpirtt. Theſe Forms, faith an 
ancient Council,” all the Eaft retains as deli- 
ver d down by the Apoſtles. 

And in theſe connexions the wiſdom of the 
Church, hath imitated the skill of Nature. For 
as in framing the body of man Nature has nor 
ee the limbs in r ng 
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* Placit us Epiſcop e: Profbyreri » uno PIR pA 1 
lum, Aicentel, Dominus vobiſcum; & ut reſpondeatur a popu-, 
lo, & cum ſpiritu tuo: ſicut 40 ifts Apoſtolis rraditum om- 
nis Oriens retinet. Concil. Braca 1, Can, 21. 563. 
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placed them in order; but has alſo faſten'd Serm. 


them with joints, which ſeem made no leſs 


III. 


for beauty than neceſſity: ſo in compoſing © V Y 


the body of our Common: prayer the Church 
hath not only framed the ſeveral Offices of a 
due length, and ranged them in a juſt method; 
but has likewiſe united. them with Verſicles, as 
it were with joints ; which, tho' lels regarded, 
are yet the no leſs beautiful than neceſſary 
parts of our Liturgy : ſo that we ſhall find as 
great comelineſs and art in theſe connexions, 
as there is in the compoſitions themſelves. 

- But before they all kneel down, the Mini- 
ſter beſpeaks the Congregation -in that moſt 
ancient Form, Let us pꝛay: which being re- 
peared in ſeveral places, hath its ſeveral 
uſes: | 4 10 


Firſt, Of inſtruction, teaching us chat now 


wo enter upon prayer, which hath been for a 
while intermitted. Let us, who have been 
employed in Praiſing, and in Hearing, paſs 
on to the duty of Praying. Let us now 
Pray. 5 | > JtE n 
Secondly, Of invitation, calling upon the 
People to join in the following Prayers, and 
not ro liſten as at the Leſſons. The Miniſter 
challenges not this Office to himſelf, ſaying to 
the People, Hear me pray, but, Let us pray; 
Let us all join in this holy work. 
125 F 3 Thirdly, 


Serm. 
III. 
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Thirdly, Of Admonition, baniſhing al} 
drawſineſs, buſinels, wandrings; vanities, and 


W evities out of our thoughts and demeanours 


at this ſolemn. duty. Let us not dream like 
the ſluggard, nor mule: like the worldling, nor 
gaze about like the idle, nor talk like the 
impertinent, nor laugh like the inſolent; but 
let us 1 we e ARGUS 3 Let 
us Pray. ©} _ 

Fourthly, or — awakening, ex. 
citing and inflaming our piety. In the anci- 
ent Liturgies the Deacon was appointed to cry 
aloud, Ee Bent @dp, that is, let us Pray. ve- 
hemently : and again ſometime after, leigt - 
£99, more — And this is the uſe of 
it in the firſt inſertion of it at the latter end 
of the Litany; where having all along pray: 
ed in an earneſt manner, that our deyotion 
may not flag, but hold on to the end, the 
Church calls upon us, Let us pray, that is. 
pray on with equal or greater vehemency. 

 Fifthly; it ſerves for a mark of tranſition 


from one 1110 of praying. to N from 


9— — 
_—_— 


| + 
„ %o, ee He T Nb, Jes 1 Staples, J vv- 


raty, & yeadoy, 4 even; Let the Deacon inſpect the Con- 
gregation, that no perſon whiſpers, or lleeps, or * or 


* Apoſs. Conſtitut. Chap. 57. Book 2. 
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Pyeces to Orationes. And in this laſt ſenſe Serm. 
it is inſerted again at the cloſe of the Litany. III. 
Let us change and collect our alternate ſuppli -- 
cations into Collects; Let us, who have 
prayed Litany- wiſe, now pray Colle-wile. 
And after all theſe uſes of this Form, ſhall 
it be treated as an uſeleſs Tautology ? Let 
thoſe, who have neither wandrings nor weak- 
neſs in prayer, deſpiſe this Exhortation : Let 
thoſe, who have no variety or diſtinction in 
their worſhip, deride this mark of Tranſition : 
let them mock at theſe helps of deyotion. 
We reprove them not; no, bur let the very 
Heathen reprove them, who conſcious of the 
ſame human infirmities, appointed * one at 
their Sacrifices to cry aloud at ſet times; 
Taro Tegrhs, attend, or mind what- Je are 
about. 

' Afier this Form boch Prieſt and People, 400 

kneeling, begin with the Lord's-prayer. Now 
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, Ro this Prayer was {aid once m. to die, 
2 In the Latin Liturgies Pretes were thus Aiſtinguidy d from 
1 Orationes. -, Preces were thoſe alternate petitions, where the 
People join d with ſhort Reſponſals or Verſicles. Orationes 
= were thoſe, that were ſaid by the Prieft alone, he People on- 
ly anſwering, Amen. 4 
1 


a O07 91 iegers Shed Ti F * 0 ae T ogetot 4, 
Pwr, re megrle. When the Prieſts are officiating in ſa- 
Jr cred things, the Cryer proclaims with a loud voice, . At- 
tend, mind what you are about. Plutarch. in Coriolano. 
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Serm. after:the Abſolution; yet that (as we obſerved) 


was a diſtinct Office of itſelf, and ſeparated 


UV from this, we are now entring upon, by the 


interpoſal of two diſtinct Offices or duties. 
namely of Praiſe as in the Palms, and of 
Hearing as in the Leſſons. And therefore all 
now following the Creed being a diſtinct Of- 
fice, the inſerting the Lord's prayer here in 
the beginning ſerves, as to perfect, ſo to di- 
ſtinguiſh it. And tho' this Prayer be uſed ſe- 
veral times in the courſe of the Morning: ſer- 
vice, yet it cannot be ſaid to be repeated, un- 

ks this were done in the ſame Office. 

In the former uſe of this Prayer there went 


before it a Confeſſion of fin at large: and here 


it is fitly. introduced by, Ke iainow, or, 
Lo2d have mercy upon us, which is a perfect 
Confeſſion of fin, tho wrapt up in ſo ſhort a 
Sentence or Verſicle. Nay, it is not only a 
| Confeſſion, but a ſhort Litany, as it was.cal- 
led by the Ancients. And it hath this reſem- 
blance with our larger Litany : for as in that 
we call upon each Perſon in the Trinity by a 
diſtin& invocation, crying, 1*. O God the 
Father of heaven, 2%. D God the Son Re- 
deemer of the wozly, 3%. © Sod the Poly 
on proceeding from the Father and the 

n: have mercy upon us miſerable ſinners; 
8 in a his ee thrice repeated, we are 


taught 
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taught to pray, ſaying, Lom the Father, Setm. 


Chꝛiſt or Lord the Son, Lowmd the Holy 


III. 


Ghoſt: have merty upon us. This three 


fold repetition of the words is with regard to 
the three Perſons in the Trinity, to which it is 
thus thrice ſeparately addreſſed. c 

This moſt humble and pathetick Litany di- 
reed to the bleſſed Trinity is generally 


throughout the - Liturgy placed before the 


Lord's-prayer, as a proper introduction to it; 

the Church hereby ſeeming to intimare two 

things: firſt, as to the object of our worſhip, 

that this Prayer, and by conſequence all our 
yers of which this ought to be the pattern 

is to be directed to the Trinity; and that by 

the word, Father, in the preface of it, not 


— GE —_— — 
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d For in the Greek Church the ſame words, K#ge Ane, 
Lord have mercy upon us, were thrice repeated : but the 
Latin Church, (which borrowed it from the Greek, as ap- 
pears by their retaining till the Greek words in their Liturgy) 
changed the ſecond Verſicle into, Xest i 

c Upon this account let the Clerks and People take heed 
not to ſay a fourth time, Lord have mercy upon us, which is 
in effect to make four Perſons in the Trinity: which never- 
theleſs they are ſometimes apt to do, becauſe they are uſed 
to do fo in the Litany; not conſidering that in that place 


they are to repeat all the three Vetſicles aftet the Miniſter z/ 


whereas here they are to fay them alternately, by way of 
Reſponſe , not Repetition: ſo that only the ſecond Verſicle, 
Chrift have mercy upon us, comes to the People s turn, the 
wit and laſt ö to the Miniſter. 

the 
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The Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. the firſt Perſon alone, but the other two are 


III. 


* 
o *. 


equally included: For we pray nor, ſaying, 
the Father,, but our Father. The ſecond 
thing intimated is, as to the manner of our 
worſhip ; that we ought with all humility to 
approach his Majeſty, acknowledging that tis 


_ thro” his mercy we preſume to call him Fa. 


| Rom. 8. 
15. 


ther : a name, which the l Jews never uſed 
in prayer, having receiv' d the ſpirit of bon. 
dage to fgar; whereas we Chriſtians have re. 
ceived at our baptiſm the ſpirit of adoption, 
whereby que cry, Abba, Father. And for this 
reaſon the Catechumens in the ancient Church, 
tho embracing, the Faith and taught therein, 
yet being unbaptized and ſo uncapable to cal 
God Father, were not allowed to be preſent at 
the Lord's: prayer, that Prayer being then uſed 


only at the Communion- ſervice, which began 


after the Catechumeus were diſmiſſed. 


4 Nomen Dei Patris nemini proditum fuerat. Etiam qui dt 
iþſo interrogaverat Moſes, aliud quidem nomen audierat. No- 
bis revelatum eſt in Filio. Tertullianus de Orat. Dom. 

e Miſſa Catechumenorum eſt ab introitu uſque ad Oſſertori 
um: que miſſa ab emittendo dicitur : quoniam quando ſacerdo: 
incipit conſecrare Euchariſtiam, Catechumeni foris de Eccleſui 
mittuntur : unde antiquitus perlecto Evangelio Diaconus ſupra 


| pulpitum acelamare ſolebat, ſiquis Catechumenus adeſt, excat 


foras. Dur. Lib. 4. C. 1. According to that ancient order; 
Atdzor®-, if dn Tive; db, ung Dr maT; r d 
Segen. Diaconus, in excelſum locum aſcendens, clama- 
bat, nequis Audientium , (ſide Catechumenorum) ſe. adſit, 
Conſtit. Apoſt. Lib. 8. c. 5. 8 855 

* But 
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it be Common-Prayer. 175 
Bur to proceed: as the Lord's-prayer is in- Serm. 
roduded; ſo is it followed by Verſicles and III. 
Refponſals; which no man ought to call WY 
look. upon as idle ſentences, or the broken re- 
mains of ancient Liturgies, ſtuffed into Ours 
only; to preſerve them from being loſt: for 
they are preſerved in the Scriptures themſelves, 

t, whereof ſhall never fail; and were 

10 choſen out thence by the Primitive Church, as 

the greateſt helps and ornaments of her wor- 

Indeed the greateſt part of them are 
talen out of the Pſalms, that ſtorehouſe of 

n Frimitive devorion : and for this reaſon xhe 
LMiniſter in reading them is ordered to fand. 
as at the reading of the Pſalms. Not but in 
all alternate Petitions, where the People are 
to bear a part, the ſtanding up of the Mini- 

ſter is moſt convenient as well as ancient; 

chat the People may the better hear, and ſo 

Keep their turns in making their anſwers with 

greater exactneſs and uniformity. 

But as to theſe before us, it is not only 
their divine original in the Scriptures, nor 
their ancient uſe in the Church; but alſo 
their own genuine import and propriety, that 
chiefly juſtifies this their place in our Liturgy. 
For by a due attention we ſhall find, as Dr. 

Comber obſerves, chat they anſwer to the ſe- 

veral Collects, that are to follow; and are the 


compen- 
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76 The Beanty of Holineſs 
Serm. compendinms of them, 'or rather prefaces to 
III. introduce them and to bring them in ſucceſ- 


"i 85.7 - fon; | Thus, O Low, ſhew thy mercy upon 


us, And, Ge. being a Petition for mercy 
— ſavation, anſwers generally to the Col. 


Plal.0.9. left for the Sunday. © Low, ſave the King, 
in 5+ 5?- And, Ge. anſivers to the Colle for the King 


and in him for the Royal Family. Endue 


„an thy Biniſters'with righteouſneſs, And, Ge 
28. 9. and, O Low ſave thy People, And, &:. 
theſe anſwer to the Collect for the Clergy and 
1 Chron. People.'' Give peace in our time, O Lond, 
22: 9. WBecaule, Cc. and, O God, make clean our 
Pral. r. Hearts'withinus, And, Sc. thele anſwer re- 
19,11. ſpectively to the two ſtanding Collects for the 
Morning: and Evening, the former anſwers to 
the Collects for Peace, the latter to the Col. 
lects for Grace. And thus we ſhall find no- 
thing in our Common-prayer ſuperfluous or 
accidental, not the leaſt ſentence, but what 
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Note; That each Verſicle and Anſwer being join'd by 
the Conjundion, And, makes them both but the fame Pe- 
tition continued. So is it, if the Anſwer be join d by the 

N Conjunction, Becauſe, 2 a8 here, © becauſe none other fight- 
*« eth for, exc. or if it be join'd by the Relative, x "Hi 

at the Churching of Women, O Lord ſave this an 
* thy ſeryant, Who putteth her truſts, e. In all theſe caſes 
it is ſtill the continuation of the ſame Petition, tho Nut into 
two ſentences, and the former be prondunced by the Mini- 
deer, and the latter by the People. 


hath 
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hath both a prove: pen and a juſt con - Serm. 
1 Ill. 
I confeſs, that the ſiting! of theſe Scripm. Y 
ral ſentences to che Prayers following, could 
not be the intention of the Compilers of our 
Service; becauſe ſome of thele Prayers, 
(namely, that for the King, for the Royal 
Family, for the Clergy and People) were ad- 
ded aſterwards at different times: ſo that to 
ſpeak properly, | theſe ſentences were not de- 
F ſigned as compendiums of their reſpective 
e prayers, bur rather the prayers were added as 
paraphraſes on thoſe ſentences; and perhaps 
* this might be in the view and intention of the 
5 Compoſers of them. But however it came to 
pass, whether thro accident or intention, ſtill 
there is that mutual harmony and correſpon- 
„ [dence between them: ſo that all parts of our 
Service hang together 3 all anſwer to N 
Ox ocher. 
proceed we then to conſider che — 
chemſelves. It is not material to enquire in- 
„sd che original of the name, why they were 
be ¶ called Collect, Whether it were with regard 
it- WF either, | | 
u Firſt, To the Congregation, theſe prayers 
ſes being uſed in behalf of the People Collected 
to and gathered into a W . Or, 
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78 The Beauty of: Holmnefe 
Serm. -.. Secondly, To their Matter, they 
III. nerally collected out of che Epiſtles and Go- 
pels; or rather, 
{++ Thirdly,/: To chair Ram the Miniſter in 
theſe collecting into one prayer the Petitions 
of the People, which in the former part of 
the Service were anciently divided between 
him and the People by Verſicles and Reſpon 
fals; for which reaſon God is deſir d in ma- 
— . ch 
1 Aten * 74.333 
But paſſing by cheſe enquiries, let us con 
acer Kain * a and cheit ex- 


B SSD. 


* 


* 
Firſt. tas their antiquity which adda of 
tentimes a value to things that. are utterly, de. 
cayed, without any farther uſe or comelineſs: 
Now-it muſt be alledged in favour of theſe, 
that they have been uſed in the JYVefterr 
Church, moſt of them above eleven hundred 
years, many of them long before, For al. 
melt. all the Collects for the Sundays, and: the 
principal and greater Feſtivals. are found in 
. & SACRAMENTARY. of Gregory the WP 
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therein, he thus jaſtißes himfelf 1 in his Epiſtle to Jobs, Bi- 
ſhop of Syracuſe. So aliqu amici 5 el fo 7 La- 
Fin, __ 42 5 ſub zelo ſancta Romana Eccleſie de meis diſ- 

; poſitionibus 655 
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Ia which Office tho' he added ſome new Serm. 
prayers, Yer he declares, that-in the general III. 
work he was rather a Compiler than Compo- V 
ſer. In which compilement, to avoid the 
charge of novelty, for which he was“ cen- 
fared, he doubtleſs went back into the higheſt * 
antiquity. - He himſelf calls theſe Collects 
i 4yu67ent 1 and we have no reaſon to doubt, 
but that ſome of them might be derived from 
the original Liturgies of the firſt Century; 
when upon the ceaſing of the giſt of prayer 
with all other ſupernatural gifts of the Spirit, 
the Church was obliged to compoſe and to 
ule ſer forms of worſhip; whereof our Lord 
had left her a pattern in his own prayer, and 
herein doubtleſs the Holy Ghoſt aſſiſted her, 
helping ber | infirmities. However this is 
certain, that rheſe Prayers were collected, 
framed, and ordered by St. Gregory, chat fa- 
mous light and guide of the Church. Upon 
whoſe account alonè they ought to be had in 
a peculiar eſteem and veneration by Us above all 


— — 

poſitionibus h murmurarent; in quo Grecorum con ſuetudinem 
ſecuti ſumus, qui aut i veteres noſtras reparavimus, aut novas 
50 & utiles conſtituimus. S. Greg. Reg. Ep. 64. 1 
Durandus gives alſo this account of it. B. Gregorius ſe- 
" cluſis his que nimia 0 incongrua videbantur, rationabilia coad- 
„ nn congrua multa nihilominus per ſe neceſſaria ſuperad- 
15 dens. Lib. 4. cap 15. . 
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Serm. the Weſtern Churches, ſince it was owing to 


him; that we were a Church. We learn from 


Wi hiſtory, that he loved our Nation, and hid 


it many years in his heart to convert us in 
perſon; which he aſterwards effected by the 
Miniſtry of Auguſtine, An. 597. Wherefore 
he may claim the like regard from our Church, 
as St. Paul did from the Corinthians, FI an 
not an Apoſtle to others, yet "doubtleſs I am 
to you. Since then this renown'd Biſhop and 
Saint, who taught us what to worſhip, taught 
us alſo how to worſhip; ſince he that planted 
our Church, left, us our Lirurgy, for the moſt 
part the very ſame Prayers that we uſe at this 
day, we _ to eſteem and preſerve them 
. as an everlaſting memorial of their Author; 
who, for the good deeds that he did to the 
Church- of God and the offices thereof, is 
called GxxAr unto this gay. But he is wor- 
thy, for whom we above all people ſhould do 
this; ſmce' he loved our Nation, and-hath 
ducts #5 not a 1 Synagogue, but a Natio- 

But to retum to che Collect themſelves, 
chey a are at the —_ date as ancient, 1 2 
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k Joh. N vit. Gregor. Lib. 1. c. 21. & Bede Bake Hi 
E tc. 23. You may ſee the account 4 in Colliers 
_ Hiſt. Vol. 1. Book 2. 

Engliſh 
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Pure and holy : the Prieſt durſt not add to,“ 


inthe” Common Frayer. 81 

1 Enghiſh' Church, ind lave been fince that Serm. 
Penn uſed in its worſhip. And having been III. 

ſent up day by day not by us of this Church 
only, but by many Saints of other Nations, 
having been breath d forth by many thouſands, 
yea thouſands of thouſands of Congregations, 
may not theſe be thought thoſe /weer odours, Rev. f. 3. 
which fill' the golden cenſer of our great 
High-prieft, and which he is faid to fer 
before the golden Altar ? For What were 
theſe ſweet odours ? We are told, that hey 
are the prayers of the Sainte. Neither are 
they the leſs ſweet, the leſs acceptable, be- 
cauſe they are offered up day by day, the ve- 
ry fame prayers that were offered up by our 
Fathers. For thus the offering of the material 
incenſe, appointed for morning and evening, 
to which theſe ſpiritual offerings anſwer, was 
of the ſame compoſition, rempered fo gether Exod. 30: 


nor diminifh from it, nor temper it with any 
mixture of his own. For in hi caſe, as the 


2 
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Notes "That England has been twice — to-Ghui- 
ſtiauity ; 3, the firſt, time, when poſſeſſed by the ancient_Bri- 
tons, in or near the 26 Century; the Tecond time, when 
poſſeſſed by the Saxons, who had driven the Britons into 
Wales, and had fix d Paganiſm again in England; till this 
miſſion of Auguſtine , who converting the Saxent, ſettled a 
Church hers : and this may be more N called the . 
e as the former the Britiſh. 


= oh perfume 
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he pertume.had been unge incenſe; ſo the Prieſt 


A 


himſelf had begn — Neither was the 
Lord tired with che daily repetition of this 


Exod, 30: offering: for it was to be a, perpetual. in- 


2 ere the.; 11 p. ene their 
. N 47h, uh! 
But after all if ve v 8 dation cheir 
antiquity, yet we. ought to their excellency : 
if we will not eſtegm them, becauſe they were 
our Fathers, yet let us do it for the oun in 
trinſick / goodneſs Which appęars in their 
form, in their matter, and in their. coherence : 
„Fit, In their form., Lhe Prefzee 10 cach 
is addreſſed. to God with regard to. ſome ſuch 
particular: Artribure, as ig, a ground: boch fo 
the nature of the petition, and for our hopes 
of acceptance Thus to inſtance in the ſtand 
ing Collects for the daily Service: when we 


pray for peace, we invoke God,, as the autho: 
gf pedce-and4over at contoꝛd: ben for pro- 


; 2 DT 


tection, as an almighty ann everlatting 
Son: when for the King, as Ring ol Rings 
and Lov of Lows :- when for the defence 
of the Church (chat is, the whole Congregation 
of people under their Biſhops and Paſtors) a- 
mong and from all her enemies, a work of the 


greateſt: power, yea a ſtandings miracle, we 


Hay, Amighty Sod, who alone wozkeſt g2eat 


marvels, Thus in the reſt we ſhall find theſe 
J. The- — P refaces 


˖ 
e 
$ 
* 


in the Common Prayer. 
Prefaces no improper repetitions, as our ene- 
mies object: they are not repetitions; for 
they generally vary with the matter of every 
prayer: neither are they improper; for they 
relate to and are of a piece with it. 

But ſuppoſe, as in ſome few Collects, the 
divine Attribute mention d in the Preface has 
no direct reference to the matter of the petition, 


yet it always ſerves to ſtrengthen the Faith ofthe 


petitioſier. For inſtance, ſuppoſe it were God's 
goodneſs, as, O moſt gꝛacious Gon ; or his 


power, as, O almighty God: Do not both 


theſe ſerve to ſtrengthen our hopes of accep- 
rance, whatever our petition be; God's good- 
nels, by certifying that he is willing to help 
us; his power, by certifying that he is able 
to do it? And thus the preface to our Lord's 
prayer relates not to the particular petitions 
contain d in it, but rather to all prayer in ge- 
neral; intimating to us God's readineſs to hear 
us, Whatever we ask, becauſe he is dur Fa- 
ther; and his ability to en berauſe he 
— 8 Kü aun, 
The Collects might den by cutring off 
theſe introductoty lentences;: be caſt into one 
long continued form aſter the model and ®re- 


= See Savoy-Conference. 
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John 14. 


The Beanty of Holimeſs 
incoherent: heap of different matters, far ex- 
ceed the beſt extemporary performances, that 
were ever heard in their aſſemblies. But to 
us, who view them in their preſent beauty, 
theſe Collects without their prefaces would be 


even as bodies without their heads, devoid of 
all life as well as proportion. They would 


then truly be, what they are now moſt falſly 
ſaid to be, a dead letter. For theſe prefaces 
do give life to the perition, and to the faith 
of the petitioner, which lay ing hold on che 
attributes and promiſes therein recited; as war- 

rants of acceptance, becomes lively and ſtrong. 
Thus then theſe beginnings of our prayers are 
not unneceſſary tautologies, but on the con- 


trary carry in them uſefulneſs and beauty. 


But if we paſs to the concluſions of them, 
theſe we muſt allow, and we willingly allow, 


to. be repetitions: for they generally run in 


the ſame form; namely, thꝛo Jeſus Chit 
our Low, or what amounts to the fame, tho” 
bis merits and+mediation, or the like expreſ- 
ſions. Bur is it criminal in our prayers; that 


all conclude. in this form? No: this is done 


in obedience to the command of Chriſt him- 


ſelf? Is it criminal in them, that they coti· 
clude ſo ſoon ? No: this is done in imitation 


of his pattern. For the prayer he ſeſt us is very 


my as well as comprehenſive, and yet doubt- 
1001. 1 leſs 


— 
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leſs a perfect prayer or Collect, perfect no leſs Serm. 
in its manner or form, than in its matter or IIII. 
co mprehenſion. And he hath moreover com- 
manded us to pray after this manner, and Mat. 6. 9. 
not to uſe vain repetitions, as the ee 
Heathen did, and as ſome no leſs ignoran 
Chriſtians do at this day, thinking that they Mat. 6. 7. 
ſhall be heard for their much ſpeaking. And 
as our Lord gave us commandment, ſo do we 
in our eſtabliſh'd Liturgy. 

{Now our Lord in teaching and commanding 
us to pray in ſhort forms, hath conſulted our 
infirmities, as well as een our 1 
in praying. For, 

Firſt. The ſpirit of PR a in the beſt of 
us is apt to flag, and our thoughts to ſly off 
in wandrings, or to ſink down in heavineſs. 
Now | theſe frequent ' clofos are as pauſes. or 
ſtands for our devotion to reſt itſelf : and the 
hole Congregation being often required to 
join therein, ſaying, Amen, they ſerve like- 
wiſe, as ſo many interrupters or monitors. to 
recall our eee and bh; ee our 
drowſineſs. TILE, 

Secondly, In ſhort comms as our ria £8 
relieved, and ourattentionawaken'd; fo our me- 
mory is alſo conſulted: which being generally 
ſhort, and oſtentimes confuſed muſt of ne- 


on ity * many * requeſts crowded 
3 together 


| 
1 
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together in a long prayer, And how ſhall he, 
that occupieth the room of the forgetful, as 
was ſaid of the unlearned, ſay Amen, ſince 
he remembreth not what was ſaid ? Whereas 
when any ſingle requeſt is offer'd up in a ſhort 
Collect by itſelf, it being ſealed with an Amen 


by all the People, it is then (as it were) ma. 


tireſome ſupplication. And yet it is this af- 
ſent, of the will with the concurrence of the 


rify'd and rranſimirred ſafe to the throne of 


Grace. 

Thirdly, LIN the mich being thus aift 
charged from the remembrance of what went 
before, can now attend with more ſtrength 
and Aabal⸗ to the prayer that comes on. 
And as our attention is much ſtronger at the 
offering, 1 it up up; ſo. 

Laſtly, is our aſſent at the cloſe, when thus 
given to any ſingle requeſt apart, than it can 
poſſihly be, When it is enfeebled, divided, I 
might ſay, diſtracted among a multitude and 
diverſity of particulars, heap d up in one 


tions, that gives ſucceſs, I had almoſt ſaid 

to our Prayers : It is this, that makes 

wn properly Prayers, that is, deſites or re- 
queſts, The uöderſtanding and. judgment in- 
deed allow of and prepare, them; theſe chuſe 
out and appoint the Sacrificg;-,.and gut the 
wood in order : . * the heart with the 
affections, 


— M" 
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Lord,” | 
WED the We nen d accounts we 
find, that all long prayers, however welt com- 
poſed, are weaken'd and injured in proportion 
to their Jength: and to us, who are uſed to 
the ſhorter forms of our Liturgy, it is no won: 
der that they appear ſpiritleſs, and unanimated ; 
neit hem ix there auy breath in them. Whereas 
were the ſubſtance of. them; (which muſt, un⸗ 
leſs fill d wir raurolngies, conſiſt of different 
matters) ſubdivided ant caſt into ſhort prayers 
after the mould of our Cdllects ? did the pre: 
face bearing the name of Gay," and ther cbfl- 
cluſion bearing rhe name of Chriſt, 'thbke li- 
ving parts, come near and anſwer to eacli oc 
ther, Itheſe would quicken the maxtet that 
comes between them, and would give rf: ife 
aui breath and all things we to ch, 
and becauſe living,” eee acrifice un 

to God. 2143 It 3/210 | 

And. if whoſe; Uetecks muſt end 4 oe 
prayer becaufe of: irs length, how mich Hore 
a lonp'extemporary prayer, "where ro the 
length many other dihdeahtäges arg -alldeet ? 
For in theſe che People muſt firſt. attend te the 
words, then underſtand the ſenſe, khefl judge 
on lawfulnel; after char aſſem -with che 

43 G 4 le 


aſſections, that puts the fire under, and Serm, 
makes id ou actual bars e unto. the III. 


— we S—Yy = 
- . va wh 
— + : - - * 
— 


— 5 — 0 Y Cs _ — 2 * — . — 
* Ka l 5 _ 
r 
ny = 


=þ.- -— 
— wa by .z 


| 


88 


The. Brauty of Holingſs 


Serm. will, laſt of all offer it up with the affect. 


III. 


ons. And what is more, all theſe actions, 


* each of which requite time, muſt be dane at 


once, in an inſtant, and that every inſtant, 
or the hearers are left behind and diſtanc d by 
the volubility of the Teacher. So that if he 
be ſupernaturally aſſiſted in praying. much 
more muſt his Congregation be ſupernaturally 

aſſiſted in accompanying him: if he has the 
gift of uttering prayer, they maſt have the 
ſeveral. gifts of underſtanding, judging, ap- 


proving. aſſenting, and requeſting: and theſe 


actions, which by nature are ſlow. and ſuc- 


ceſſive, muſt by chat aſſiſtance be quickned 


and. made. inſtantaneous. .. And; therefore in 
the Apaſtles days,. when the giſt of prayer 


was poured out upon the Church, both he that 
prayed and they that heard, were filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt, or they were not. edify d- 
And eee and miraculous aſ- 


| fiftance' muſt be as neceſſary now (is in choſe 
days) in extemporary prayer, if che People 
expect to edify or to be proſited hy it. 
© in praying by che precompoſed forms 
our Foyt . yhigh haye 77 ſo 


ern ae. {yy 


„ tf had wh 
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in the Common Fray. 
them, 
them, mor our judgment to approve of them. 


ww» 
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nor our underſtanding to interpret Serm. 


— 


Alb theſe things are done to our hand: and VV 


at the time of offering we have nothing to 
do, but only to offer them up with all our 
heart; with all nur mind, and with all our 
ſtrength. Wherefore let all the Sectariſts know 
aſſuredly, that it is in the prayers of our 
Church, that we are enabled to pray with 
the ſpirit : Why? becauſe we are aſſured be: 
forehand, that in _ we pray Wie 7 un- 
derſtanding als. 
But to as by this old inline we are 
not now to ſnew the neceſſity of ſet forms, 
but the advantages of ſhort ones, in the pub- 
lick worſhip: and in this reſpect the Collects 
of our Church do manifeſtly and greatly ex- 
cel. Thus much for their form : Let us con- 
den!!! 0 
Secondly, cbeir n matter; which will add no 
leſs to their commendation. 8 
The Collects for'the Sundays are generally 
framed and collected out of the ſubject matter 
of the Epiſtles and Goſpels, to Which they 
are preſixed; upon which account (as we re- 
matled) they ſeem partly to have been ſtyled 
pon gn and 1 they pray for grace 
to porform that ar duty, which in the 
Bpiſtle and Goſpel is either delivered in pre- 


cept, 
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our Collects: thoſe for grace or thitigs ſpiri- 


The Beauty of Holimefs 
cept, or recommended. by example. The 
Collects for the Saints days have the fame re. 
* lation to their correſpondent Epiſtles and Go. 


ſpels: they are formed out of chem, and fur- 


niſti us with a prayer for ſome particular 
Grace, whereby the Sainte were feverally 
diftinguiſh'd, ear which their writings or acti- 
ons poi cod, „ of i 36s ee, 


But now if we take theft Colletts; as it 


were, our. of our Liturgy, and confider them 
not in their relative, but in thei owhi intrin- 
ſick goodneſs; they will be found in them 
ſelves ſo full of variety, fo extended to all oc- 
caſions, } that there 1s no outward good, nor 
inward grace: nothing that is fitting or neceſ- 
ſary either for the body or the ſoul, either 
for our ſelves or others, but may be pray d 
for in ſome particular and very pertinent Col- 
lect of our Church. Only as in the Lord's 


prayer there is but one petition relating to the 


body, many relating to the ſoul; ſolit is in 


tual abound; and thoſe far things temporal 
e ee r e r e 
annexede 1 * GTO TOR COX! r 
: ah rnd „tt 0 10 eri92! * The (I AVG, 
10:80 0X 767; 707; Warn i biy: Wa 

By. 1 1 nw Vs 0 10101 10 A o 07 


; 


# * « * . , 
: CES - 791 115 * os 1 "—_ For 
— - 3 - * — , * — * ** C 4 a : S p SHS ©. .- 'v ww, . * 
bo - 


4 -- 


4 


it, the H. 
Spirit for 


* S 


For our | FFI 
ſelves, re. 
and that , 

if, for. „ 
our ſouls 
or thin 


3. The 
ends of it. 


conſider- N 


ed with 


4. The 


1/8 Jos 
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author of 


Comfort. 
Humiliation.— 
Direction. ——— 


. Manifold gifts. — 
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. Hearing. = 
Reading. AS. 
:. Faſting. . .— 


2. To oktiin pardon 


* for fin, and acceptance. 


with God. 


| Jz To reſcue us from 


Temptation. 


4. To enable Us ro do 
8 


u. "ebb — — 
2. Charity, — — — 
3 


Mortification, — = 


st. Babe 


Vio and, 23 after Trin. 
"1 S. in Advent. 


after Eaſter. 


To bring us to glory: Lok nag he 


1 Sund. aft. Aſcenſion | 
Whitſunday. 

19 after Trinity. 
St. Barnabas. 


St. —— 
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22 $. in Kayent. 
1 S. in Lent, 


1 S. after Eaſter. 
St. Andrew. 

St, James. 

St. Matthew. 
1221 and 24 aft. Trin. 
Purification, 

2 after Epiphany. 
4 in Advent. 

4 after Epiphany. 
18 after Trinity. 
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I, 9, 11, 13, 17, 25 af- 
ter Trinity. 


after Epiphany. 


Natiyity of Chriſt. 
Quinquageſima. 
Circumciſion. 
Eaſter Even. 


4. Contrition.— — "Afbwedneftiy. 


N i kinds of k 


. Sincerity. — — 3 after Eaſter. 
Love of God, and C4 after Eaſter. 

| his Laws. — —Y6 and 14 after Trin. 
7. Heavenly deſires. = Aſcenſion, 


Qu 4 


2, firm. y on 


1. Chriſt. 
9. The imi- 


nation of 


k 


2. Saints 


a 


| I, right. = Trinity Sunday. 
8. Faith, '7 after Trinity. 


( Innocents, 


St. Thomas. 

St. Mark. 

6 in Lent. 

2 after Eaſter. 

St. Stephen, 

St. Paul. 

St. Philip and James. 
St. John Baptiſt, 

All Saints.  * 
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in the Common Frayer. 


digeſted into heads, they pore like wiſe a re- 
gular and copious treaſury of private devo- 
tion. And the Common: prayer- boo is well 


ſtyled the beſt Companion, being doubtleſs 


ſuperior to any other forms, that have or can be 
made for the Cloſet, as well as the Sanctuary. 


Laſtly, As theſe Collects are excellent in 


their form, and comprehenſive in their matter; 

So, thirdly, are they proper and even beau- 
tiful in their coherence. - | 

For they are, as we obſerved, generally 
formed out 6 the Epiſtles and Goſpels to 
which they belong, and to which they have 
been affixed many hundred years, at leaſt 
from the days of Gregory the Great. And 
as they are mutually fitted to cach other, fo 
are they together excellently ſuited to the ſo- 
lemn ſeaſons obſerved by the Church, as here- 
after ſhall be ſhewn in their proper place. For 
the ſeveral Collects with their Epiſtles and 
Goſpels have their proper place and courſe in 
our Li , and, like the works of God, are 
beautiful in their ſeaſon. 

Bur as theſe Collects for the Sends, wh ich 
vary with the Week, may be term'd Movea- 
* ſo there are ſome, which may be called 


nA very uſeful book thus entitled, rr out of the 
Common- -prayet-book,” 


Sta- 


53 
Thus when they have been collected and Serm. 
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UYV which, 1 Frags obſerve, and that briefly 


their order and 


On. 


The Hirt Colleck is dor „ Pesge, the iorhe 


—— 


fr Grace, (as they ate there entitled and 


diſtinguiſhot) the two great and comprehen- 


ſiye goods d the former containing all tempo. 


5 This Co or Feyre * tha other for the Evening are 
taken word Cole 0 rd but of wwe 'Shtrahrentary of Gregory, and 


there is this difference between them ini that for che Morning 


ve pray ſor outiyard.geace, ſitteſt: for every man going forth 
Unto his labour among men, that God would make; all men, 
en his enemies 10 be ar peace with him, or defend him from 


theinaſſaults. In-that for the Evening we pray for inward 

peace ; that obtaining the teſtimonyf ef à quiet conki- 

enge, each of us may ſay with David, I will lay ae. dous 

Pence. 

=” Anal ColleR; from theſe words; fafely brought us 1 
beginning of this day, Biſhop Coſpns well obſerves, © that 


6 this ſhews at what hour Mgrning-prayer ſhould regular 


« 5 be ſaid, at the firſt hour of the day, which 10 fix a clock 


m the morningx (45 Js done in the Univerſities, und Ci: 


thedral, Churches ed not towards isanoonday, or at! 
* ternoon, when the morning is paſt, Seę the foxementiqu'd 


Notes printed at the end of Nicholls Comment. 


od Tho! the- 


ug Collect be entitibd mot 48 this in the 


morning is, for Grace; but) for\ aid again all \tarils; yet 
it ought to be ungerſigog chiefly in 8 ſpiritual ſenſe, Tights 


our darkneſs, chat is, out inward datknels as well as outward, 


of our underſtau ding 4s well of the:night. 2! And there fore it 
* id agcinf all perihi, Mhichm es wet ariſe from our 
- Ghoſtly. enemies, as from thieves and robbetrs. 


Both theſe Collects for Grace are taken, or rather framed 
out of the ancient Greek Liturgies, as Dr. Nicholls ſhews. 
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hel ral goods, ſuch as are neteſſaty fo2 the body; Serm. 
ang the latter containing all Piritual goods, ſuch as III. 
arg neceſſary. ſoꝛ the toul. Add in this ſetſe 
— wers they, underſtood byithe Com- 
pilers-of our Liturgy; who therefore cloſed 

the Moming and Evening Service here, ad- 


ding only · the prayer of Chryſoſlome and 
the Bleſſing. Otherwiſe how did they anſwer 
che words of the Exhortatiom, which was 


ta ast 4þoſe' things that are neceſſary as 
wel: fozothe bady as the coul? But herein 


they.choughy they: did ask alt choſe: things 
lifficiently *. But 


— 


_— m Ouires and places where they ſing, here follow- 
* eth the Asthem «© the Church thinking this the moſt pro- 
og . for it, where there is a ſort of diviſion in the Ser- 
For the foregoing Collects reſpect our ſelves; thoſe 
TH, following reſpect others: the former are petitions ; the 
that following interceſſions. An Anthem is ſuppoſed to come 
ulars from .Antiphon, a,, i. e. vox reciproca,” and to fignify 
lock an Hymns ſung in parts or alternately: and in this ſenſe the 
Ca- lava Pſalm is called an Anthem in the Rubric before 
rah it, Which is implied by faying, that on harem e 
on d Anthem is appointed. 
And ſinte che ſinging Pſalms are — permitted in our 
the Church, this ſeems the moſt proper place fot ſinging 2 Pfalm, 
yet rather than after the ſecond Leſſon; and thus L have known 
hren it. practiſed in ſome Pariſhes ; arid it were to be wiſhed, ir 
rard, were done ſo in all, eſpecially where they ſo far-tefemble 
re it Quires, as to have Organs. 1, Becauſe Pariſh-Charches 
our ſhould, as much as poſſible, conform to the cuſtoms of the 
Cathedral Churches; which are 4s the Mother - Churches to all 
med the Pariſh-Churches within the Dioceſe, and ſhould give the 
. rule to them. 24; Becauſe after the ſecond Leſſon there 
| is 
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But We ate to conſider the Liturgy as it now 


IN. ſtands As then the Collects are comptehen. 
UV Vgre; 6 are'they well connected to the fol. 


lowing pray ers, which were afterwatds added 
in the Service. For Peace is the great and 
ſummary bleſſing to us as men, the ſubjects 
of Civil government; and Grace is the ſame 
to us as Chriſtians, the members of a ſpiritual 
Society, that is, the Church. Now becauſe 
the former bleſſing is conveyed to us by the 
wile government of our temporal Rulers, there 
follows a prayer for I and becauſe 


3h the 
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is a proper Hymn or Pſalm RS which is interrupted 
by a ſinging Pſalm coming in between. So that by finging 
it there, you break a poſitive order of the Church, which 
by appointing another Hymn forbids it, and moreover you 
add Hymn to Hymn; whereas by ſinging it where the An- 
them is appointed, ybu conform to the appointment of the 
Church, and to the practice of Cathedral Churches; and more- 
over do honour to the finging Pſalms themſelves, by making 
them as Anthems, as they may not impfoperly* be account- 
ed, and to come in as ſuch: for hereby you give them the 
fame eſtabliſhment as Anthems, which, if ſung elſe where, is 
only by connivence 3 Wy if aftcr the ſecond ann, by an 

irregular · connivence. *. 
4 Theſe two Prayers, viz. for the Xing and for the Cler- 
g, are both framed out of Gregory's Sacramentary, being 
nearly the ſame verbatim: and were inſerted by order of 
Queen Flizaberh. But that for the Royal Family was inſert- 
ed by order of King James the firſt, he being the firſt Pro- 
teſtant Prince that was married and had children. And tho 
all three were, till the laſt Review, printed at the end of the 
62 Litany, 
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is not yet known ;.,.apd, his kingdom of 
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mates; hut were then read in the ſame place or mine, as 


they. themſelves obſerve no days but. Sundays ;). to ſatisfy al 


inthe Comman-Prayer. 97 
the latter is derived to us by the adminiſtra- Serm. 
tion of our ſpiritual, Governors, there follows III. 

4 player fox..che Biſhops and Clergy. and * VV 
charge gumitged to them. BC OR 
.. After, this we extend gur,* INTERCESSION to 
all Nations on earth, that God's name may 
be bathawed' among the, Heathen, where it 


Grace may come, Where it is not yet 

preached. But more eſpecially we. pray for 
the Holy Catholick Church, that in it by the 
guidance and government of God's Spirit, his 
will may be done on earth as it is. in hea- 
ven and thus is e S e — 


3 — 


Litany, yet they were 8 part af of its. as Dr. Nicholls inti- 


tgp are now expreſſly appointed. 

* This Collect was added at the laſt Review: for befote 
our Church uſed no general Interceſſion, but in the Licany 
and in the prayer for the Church Militant, that is, on Faſt- 
ing-days, or at the Communion, at which times theſe Inter- 
ceſſions were moſt likely- to prevail. However, upon the 
complaint of the Diſſenters, who thought qur Liturgy defi- 
cient . for,, want of ſuch, a form of daily Interceſſion (tho' 


complaints, this Prayer was added to ſupply the place of the 
Litany ; and for this reaſon, is to be uſed at ſuch times, 
hen the Litany is not — to be ſaid. And there · 
fore Biſhop. Gunning, the ſuppoſed author of it, in.the Col- 
lege whereof he was head, ſuffered it not to he tead in the 
afternaons,. becauſe the Litany was never read eps, the f 
place of which it was luppoſed to ſupply. 


98 The Brantyof Holineſs 
Serm. upon che plan of our Lord's prayer: And! 
III. Thuſt obſerve, that as in the Oreods we acknow- 
dedge unt holy Catholick Church; o in our 
Prayers e always Count our o.]¹n Church, as 
conrained and embodied in it: Wherefore nei- 
cher in chris Interceſſion, nor in the Litany, 
nor in che prayer for che Church Militant, is 
there any expreſs mention of the Church of 
Eugland, or of chis Church as any ways 
diſtinet or ſeparate fem others: ſo great is 
Her charity to all National Churches; and fo 
great her duty to ebe arbeit N the 
ter Of them a. FL 
In this Interceſſion r all * 0 
Chriſtians; in all wants, there is provided a 
"Clale, whereby any perſon may be prayed 
for in W if if vided with any. kind of 
allliction, eſpecially if with bodily ſickneſs, 
Which is chiefly intended in this place: a 
. gracious proviſion of our Church, that ſo ſick 
perſons may not for want of her prayers periſh 
like Aſa; of whom it is recorded for our ad- 
2 Chron. monition, that in hit diſeaſe he ſought not 
16. 12. 40 the Lord, but to the Phyſicians. Not but 
the Church ought to be loved and admired for 
that form ſhe hath provided . for Viſiting the 
ſick at home, founded on that direction; 
James 8. Il any. fick among you? let him call for the 
* 15: Elders of the Church, (chat is, for the Preſ- 
of _— 
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byters or Prieſts, for fo the original — * 2 


nifies;). and let him pray over roving 


proper of fink hall own whe fob the VV 


Lord fball raiſe him up; aud if be beve 
rammitted ſins, they ſhall be forgroen\ him. © 
After this general Interceſſton, there Os 
likewiſe a general THAnKg&tvine.» For tho 
in the Pſalms and Hymns aſter the Leſſons, 


with the ſeveral Doxologies-interfperſed, We 


have every where (et fa2th God's moſt wor: 


thy praiſe; yer it ſeem'd meet, in a diſtin 


and appropriate form of Thanlkſgfeing to ten 
der thanks fox the gzeat benefits we Have 
eereived at his hands: which according to 
the firſt Exhortation we therefore do, begin- 
ning with that original bleſſing, our Creatiotr, 


then preſervatĩon attended with all thefecondaty 


benefits and Weſſings' of Tife ; but above Ut, 
becauſe the greateſt of all, "our Redemption, 
attended wird all the means of grace and hopes 


of glory: thus alcending! gradually thro” the 


{£4 IT? ped f of & #31 rn ir 9 LAY . 


ſ Note, chat the prayer inſerted here, O S ]ͥ ] N Kc. 
is wrong placed, being appointed to come in juſt before the 
prayer for the Parliament: for there it is placed in the ſeal 
ed books authoriſed 1662. But being thus infetted here by 
me error of che Printer, it has continued in all the impreſ- 


fions ſince, It was placed in the ſecond book of Edu. 6. juſt . 


after the Colle , in time of any cominon plague or ſu icknyſs ; 
and therefore not firſt inſerted in our Liturgy by order of 
king James the 1, as Dr. Nicholls affirms, Ys 


H 2 long | 


Do AS 
R — — o — — 4 


2 
wi. r 


Wn 


* 

* — 2 

9 70 XK 3 

— _ => — 
arte 


— no — 9 
* —— = 
r 


100 The Beauty of Holineſs 


Serm. 


long ſcale of bleſſings received at God's hand, 


III. from temporal to ſpiritual, from the firſt to 
dee laſt, from our Wang forth: to our return. 


Luke 17. 
17, 18. 


ing do him again. Nee e 
And herein alſo is aClauſe provided, Vhercit 
partieular perſons, who have been pray y'd 
for, may return thanks. What an honour 
is this, that the Publick thanks of che Con- 
gregation ſhould be offered up; for metcies 
vouchſafed to any Hoyle: member of it? An 
honour, which none ought to chaße or 
for, but thoſe who! have. before. Hugh the 
prayers of the Church: and yet a duty, which 
none that have had the prayers of the Church, 
ſhould” after. recovery ever omit, like thoſe 
ungrateful Lepers, who being cleanſed, re- 
turned not to give glory ta, God. And as 
our Lord then upbraided their ingratirude, 
were there not ten clean fed ? but where are 
the nine? So among the many that have been 
recovered by the prayers, of the Church, tis 
to be fear'd there are bite few, that tice 
* to return rey 5 l 
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This Thankſgiving was added alſo at the laſt Review, 


An. 1661. rather to ſatisfy the Diſſenters, than to ſupply any 


defect in our Service: which ſeem'd to have ſufficiently ren - 
der d thanks and praiſe in the Pſalms, Hymns, and Doxolo- 
gies: And therefore we find, that in the Exhortation, “0 
wy render thanks for the great benefits we have received at his 

2 a * hands, 


in the mon Prayer. 101 
U of all, dur ſeveral petitions, which Serm. 
have been offered up in ſeparate Collects, are III. 
now ſumm d up and reinforced in the prayer V Y 
A Chryſoſtome: Which we direct to the Son, 
relying on his gracious promiſe, that iuhen 
two o2 thzee are gathered together in his 
name, he / will gꝛant their requeſts; but yet 
reſigning our ſelves to his wiſdom, to fulfill 
them as may be moſt expedient fo2 us. 

This prayer was compoſed by Chr'y/6 bleme, 
that great Biſhop and Ornament of the Greek 
Church, in the Service of which it has been 
aſed now above thirteen hundred years. And 
II muſt obſerve, that whereas the prayers of 
our Liturgy are for the general taken out of 
ce Service of the Latin Church, this prayer 
which ſumms up and inforces, which is the 
epitome of, and (as it were) ſeal to them all, 
is taken out of the Service of the Greek. 
Church; that ſo our Church might in this 
moſt emphatical inſtance and manner teſti- 
fy her unity and communion with that like - 
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15 hands, and. to for l his moſt 3 praiſi. are put th: 
ether, . 3s one duty; and that too to come on in the, fir 
: lage, before the. duties of Hearing and Praying, whichare byt 

Inferior 4 it: . Whereas the Diſſenters put it laſt of all, vis, 
ö iter the Sermon. See the Directory. 


2 Aſter 
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Sem. After which the Church cloſet ber Service 
III. with. that Benedictory * prayer of gt. Pau), 


WYY with which be cloſed bis Epiſtles, -entreating, 


that the g2ace of our Lo2d Jeſus Cheift, any 
the love of God the Father, and the fellowſhip 
of the Holy Shoſt, may reſt apon the Con. 
eeation. A Form of Meſling,- which the 


Holy Spirit ſeems by this repeated uſe of it to 


have delivered to the Church, to be uſed in. 
ſtead of that Form, with which under the 


Lay the Prieſt diſmiſſed the Congregation. 


For whereas the Jews worſhipped one and the 


ſame God with ns Chriſtians, but chey in the 


Dnity of the Godhead, we in the Trinity of 


Perſons; ſo the Form of Bleſſing among them 
runs in the name of one God (the Lord bleſs 


Numb. 6. #hee, &c.) but this Chriſtian Bleſſing runs in 


74. 


the name of the three Perſons, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, And it has this excellency, 
chat it not only expreſſly names the three 
ns: bat! n be wa the different n 


3 — ** =Y 
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th. i a. 


S This Form, as here uſed, is rather a prayer, than 2 


blefling. : for the Miniſter pronounces it kneeling, as he does 
the other prayers, and includes himſelf ſaying, © be with 


4 all. Whereas were it an authoritative act or form of 


blefitg, he would pronounce it fanding ; and would, 28 


| from God and in the name of God, deliver it to the Con- 


Pieantibn' ; not inchudibg himſelf faying „ = be with you 
Aways ot | 
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ſtrumental cauſe. 
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in the Common-Prayer. 103 


ons whereby each Perſon concurs in giving it Serm, 
to us; intimating that it is derived from the III. 

love of God, as the. impulſive cauſe; obtained 9 
thro the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 


che meritorious cauſe ;; and conveyed to us by 
the fellowſhip. of the Holy Ghoſt, as the in- 


Thus we haye attempted to ſer before yon 
che ſeveral parts or Offices of the Mong ge or 
firſt Service of our Church ; which 
imperfe@ view appear ſo rational in 025mg es, 
fo exact in their proportions, and fo apt in 
their connections; that we may venture to 
affirm, that thus far our holy Mother doth, 
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I. des busn eau 


5 | > | he Litany. 5 


> ET ys now proceed in oder! to 
Ci] take a view of the Litany, which 
9355 cho“ it may ſeem to be embodied 
wit, the Morning, Service; yet it is a diſtinct 
and ſeparate Office in the intention of the 
Church, as is evident from the Rubrick before 
it, which appoints it to. be ſung or ſaid af- 
ter Morning: prayer, Beſides, it is an 
Office of ſo different and peculiar a form, 
that it requires and deſerves to be conſidered 
apart, and to be yiew'd in its own perfection. 
For it is ſo compleat a form of Chriſtian wor- 
ſhip, that it may in a manner be called a leſſer 
Liturgy, and ought to be eſteemed as the beſt 
of Offices of the heſt of Churches. 
As to the ſignification of the word. Lita- 
1. the Church herſelf defines it in the Ru- 
brick, where it is called a Supplication, 
which is ſpoken with regard not to the ſubject 
but manner of it, as being the moſt earneſt 
kind of praying, expreſſed by way of beſeech- 
ing or entreating; and it was anciently ac- 
d with Faſting : and thus our _— 
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in the Common Frayer. 105 
is appointed on Wedneſdays and F. ridays, the Sar. 


two ancient Faſting days kept by the Church, 

becauſe the 5 7 then taken away, 
being fold by 7711 Wedneſday, and Cru- 
cify A on H ay. 1 2 called af General 
Supplication , as comprehending the three 


kinds of Petition ſumm d up by the Apoltte'; 1 Tim. 


2. 1, 


14. Deprecation,” lines, that is, Petition a- 
gainſt evil. 2%, Prayer, gory, that: 18. 
petitjon for good. 3, Interceſſion on, ME. 
chat is, petition for others. 5 
There are ſeveral footſteps of Litanies to be 
traced out in the Old Teſtament, among which 


the moſt remarkable is that deſcribed in Joel. 


Where it was alſo accompanied with a ſolemn 
Faſt, and the Prieſts were ordered to ſupplicate 
and fo intercede for the houſe of 1/rael, now 
like to be devoured by a great army, faying, 


Spare thy people, O Lord. &c. which form * 2, 


of words or Litany they were to repeat, 

weeping between the porch and the altar. 
In conformity whereto our Church, retalning 
the ſame words in her Litany, hath ordered it 
to be faid in the fame place, even between 


the porch and the altar, which was anciently 


the * accuſtomed place, according to the 


— — — — 


* JajunGtions 23. of Edw. 6. and 18. of Q Elis. The 2 50 
with others of the Qyire ſhall kneel in the midſt 0 * the Charch, of 


Royal 


god ſing or ſay plainly and diſtinctip the Litany, 
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Serm. Royal Injunctions ſtill in force, and in which 
II. it is . 0 lung i nur Fange lunch 


W eee x 

"Now as this Jewiſh Litany was firſt formed 
publick Calamity, fo thoſe moſt re- 
WP ee ones tecorded in che Chriſtian Church 
| Nath. framed upon {ome extraordinary judg- 
The firſt of note was made by Ma. 

3 Biſhop of Vienna (An. 460.) 
the incurſion of wild beaſts z which is Ae 
the Lelſer Litany : the ſecond was made by 
Gregory. the Great (An. 600.) upon a peſti- 
825 diſeaſe; which is called the greater Li. 
both ever ſince uſed in the Latin 
A Not but the Church bath uſed Lita 
15 or general ſupplications, from the * be. 
ginning, tho' perhaps not in fo diſtinct and 
ample a form; ; and that as a ſtanding part of 
be Service, „as never unſeaſonable for her, 
.. Whoſe | portion i is affliction * in this her militant 

 £+ eſtate here in we. EY 
we for our ny ſent TIT it Was formed 
0 chiefly out of t e Litany « of CHA ; ſo that 
; may aa of the fame 3 and . 


* — — 6. 
fr „ 


Ap X. ives eG accou . 46. 9. 4 ir. all 
* This appears from the Teſtimonies bf St. Augifine, St 
Cyprian, and Tertullian: and alſo from the Apoſtolical Con- 
- Fitutions.; wherein we have patterns and ſome expreſſions 
of Gregory's Litany, Lib. 8. c, c and 13. 
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in thi" Common-Py ayer. 


proved with ſome additions of his own : ipfo. 

much, chat bis Litany is ſtyled hy a learned 
! writer ,'5 the-yery quinteſſence of all former 
$6 models. How excellent then is our Litany. 
which is extracted and reformed kom b! fa 
the very quinteſſence of his? 

As to the accuſtomed time for uling it 
tho! (as we ſaid) it be on V educ ſdays 122 
Fridays. the faſting days of the Church; yer 
it is alſo appointed on the Lord's · day, tho a 
Feſtival ; for theſe reaſons: 1*, betayſe then is 
the fulleſt Aſſembly to join in this moſt impor- 
tant and General ſupplication: 2. becauſe 
no day ought to have a more ſolemn and com- 
pleat Seryice; than the Lord's- day, that lead- 

ing Feſtival of the Church: 3%. becauſe, as 


Biſhop Coſans remarks, theſe Litanies were 


+ wont in the ancient Church to be ſaid at 
++. the; celebration of the Lord's ſupper, which 
'* ur Church-appoints on every Lord's-day ; 


and thus in the Injunctions before: mention d 
it is ordered, that immediately before the 


time of Communion of the Sacrament, 


the Prieſts kneel, Ye and dg nd che 
be. gar lb 
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38 the Collects. For as he collected thoſe, ſo Serm. 
he compiled this out of ancient Lirurgies, im- III. 
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108 The Beauty f Holtnefs 
Seftn. A Litany then being an earneſt of vehement 
III. addreſs to the throne of Grace, the earneſtneſs 
or wehemence of our Lirany is {een in all its 


" &s well as 


parts or diviſions, namely, in the Imuocarion, 
erreſſion, and 


\ l 1 3} * A ? 


in 


dreſſed (not as in the other prayers to God 
in general, but) to every Perſon in the Tri- 
nity ſeparately, and then to all the three Per- 
ſons jointly. By the ſeparate Invocation we 
are taught to acknowledge every Perſon by 
himſelf to be God and Lom; and by the 
joint Invocation to acknowledge alſo, that 
there are not thꝛee Gods no2 thꝛee Lows; 
So that herein is contained a Creed or Con- 
feſſion of Faith ; and not only fo, but alſd a 
Confeſſion of fin : We ſay” that we are miſe- 
rable ſinners.” And as the firſt Confeſſion'of 
ſin in our Liturgy; and that of Faith in the 
Atoſtieis Oreed, were repeated aſter the Mi- 
niſter by the whole Congregation; ſo like wiſe 
are theſe ſhort forms of Invocation, wherein 

N — #147 61S 

eee 
U one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity.” And therefore 
'twould be of little ſervice to the enemies of this docttinè, 


ta have the 4thanaan Creed ſtruck out of our Liturgy, 
unleſs they could get this Invocazign:alſ0 eraſed out of our 


Litany. 
1 4 both 


in tha Common Hrayer. 109 
ic both thoſe Confeſſions are united. But if theſe Serm. 
& ſer vento expreſs our faith and humility, how III. 
much more our importunity ? Nothing in any VV 
Liturgy, ancient or modern, was ever framed 
4 iy artful or more forcible than this Iuvoca- 
' on. And tho the Phariſee, ho delights 
1 in long prayers; derides this repeated Aye, 
this ſhort Litany of the Pablican; yet whoſo 
repeats it in the Temple with the ſame Con 
| trition and ſhame, ſiniting on his*breaft and 
| not lifting up ſo much as his eyes to heuvem Luke 18. 
ſhall doubtleſs return to his houſe gains” * 
ther than the other. 

_ The ſame vehemence ok; devotion breaths 
likewile, An TG : er in T1 

Secondly, In | in the # Deren; that is, 
petitions againſt evils, whether incident to the 
ſoul or body. Now theſe, being many in 
number and differing in kind, are caſt into 
{mall diviſions or ſhort heads of prayer, in 
extent reſembling the Collects: Which howe- 
ver are not concluded, as the Collects are by 
a bare aſſent, the People ſaying, Amen; but 
by an earneſt ſupplication, the People crying, 
| ood Low, deliver us. Again, | revs 


* Note, that in theſe 3 the words R EBEL- 
LI 0 N and SC HIS M were added at the laſt Review, viz. 
after the Reſtoration, the foregoing miſerable times having 
given too juſt an occaſion for that addition. «a 

| the 
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erm. the Collects are concluded in general, thig 


m. Jeſs Chotit aur Lob, or the like form; af. 
rer cheſe, all the particulars of his merit, all 


Holy Shoſt, are ſumm d up 


The Rau f Holinef 


that he did, ſuffered . and obtained fbr us 

* from the myſtery of his holy — 
ta his glonous aſcenſton and ſending the 
to ſtrengthen and 
increaſe our faith. Theſe are called by ſome 
Oi ſerrat iume e and being; recited in order by 
the Miniſter, | and enforced by that repeated 


cry of the People, Good Lozd, deliver us; 
i ne 


23 1 Fey LY * nh The 


25 525 wi theſe Biſhop FTE Hare "tis bark 
1. bis incarnation” 2. nativity. 3. circumciſion. 4. baptiſm. 
+: faſting. 6. temptation. 7. agony. 8. bloody ſweat. ;9..crol. 

a. paſſion. 11. death. 12. burial : That by theſe twelve 
mannes Gid was manifefled in the "feſh. But by the three 
following, vis. k. Nis Refurrectign. 2. Aſſenſion. 3. coming 
of che ;Holy Ghoſt ; chat he was, jaſtiſiad in the iſpiric. 
3, Tim. 3,10, 

d Whereas 1 the Verſides and Reſponfals, what is faid 
by the Miniſter and anſwered by the People, h dividetl into 
two ſentences, tho perhaps both preſlintz the ſame petition ; 
Lobſerys, 7 at in theſe the whole is but one ſentence. . What 
is ſaid by the Minifter, for inflance , From alt evit au miſ- 
chief, &. would be imperfect and have no · ſenſe, did not 
the people go on and fill up the ſentence, crying, Gogd-Lord, 
deliver .us. And therefore in theſe the People are not di- 
rected: to. Anſwer, which is in effect to reply to ſomething 
that is, ſaid: whereas nothing is ſaid, till the een is fill d 
up; nothing is affirmed or deſired. 

Hence there is an eaſy anſwer to that objedtion of the 
Difenters againſt our Litany, that in theſe forms the Miniſter 


prays 


=> 2 
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in the Common-Prayer. 11x 
The fame fire of devotion burns, Ser. 
Thirdly, In the Tuterceſions,/ chat is pe- III. 
titions made in behalf of others, whether a. * 
gainſt evil or for good, whether deprecuati- 
aur or Prayers. 4 l I 4931 N30} 1993 © 
Now theſe, being likewiſe calt' into'fmall 
portions, re not cloſed neither wſthi an A. 
men, but by an earneſt ſupplication, the Peo- 
ple crying. We beſeech thee to hear us, 
good Low. This interchangeable way f 
worſhip, performed by turns between the Mi- 
niſter and People, is of the ady 0 


ho 


ERSBEASESS ERS 


to 
the worſhippers in the Litany as in the Pſalms: 
it mutually relieves, and yet provokes and 
m. inflames the piety of the Congregation. 
ok, But with this grateful interchange there is 
„ kept up the moſt exact order. For in the De- 
"s precations from evil, we proceed gradually 
1% from the evil of fin to the evil of puniſhmenr, 
from ſpiritual ro temporal, from the greater to 
o Ml the leſs. In the Interceſſions for good, we be- 
dein with rhe holy Church untverfal, then 
{| particularizing for the Principal members of 


5 
7⁵ 


8 
* 


6 
t — — -i — — — — — 
, prays not at all, but the People do it alone“ "Whereas what 
9 is ſaid ſeparately by both, does jointly make up but one and 
8 the fame ſentence: and if that ſentence be 4 prayer, then 
d doubtleſs they both equally pray. The People are ſo fi 
from praying alone without the Miniſter; that unleſs what 
1 he faith, be j oin'd to their additions; ther pray mot at all. 
k ; I fla: £06 m7 
i 4 3 
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Serm. that part of it; eſtabliſhed among us; pro- 


ceeding in order for the King and the Royal 


mib. for the orders and degrees of men in 


Church and State: firſt for the Spirituality, 
then for the Temporality ; for all Biſhops, 
Prieſts arid / Deacons; for the Lords of the 
Council, and all the Nobility and Magiſtrates, 
and laſtly. for all the people of this Realm. 
Then we pray for all kinds of good for all 
men; for the piety of the fairhful , for tho 
converſion of the deceived;» for the confirma: 
tion of the weak, for the relief of the afflict- 
ed, for the preſervation of the * diſtreſſed, for 
the reconciliation of enemies, for the grant of 
plenty and things neceſſary for the body, and 

laſtly for pardon of ſins, and the things ne- 

ceſſary for the ſoul: or, as in our Lord's 
| , for our daily bread, and for forgive · 
*« neſs of our treſpaſſes. Let thoſe, who ac- 
cuſe our Publick prayers as too general in 
their forms, view this punctual and regular 
enumeration in our Litany of all evils that 
are hurtful to, or of all HO. that are ex- 


| Ls 2 * l — 


* Upon i that Petition, chat it de pleaſe thee to preſerve 


All that travel by land or by water, all women, &c. Biſhop 


Andrews obſerves, 'that the Church puts all theſe Perſons to- 
gether, as being entitled to a double Privilege, wiz. to be 
ſpecify d in the Publick Prayers, and to be exempted _— 
faſting in Lent. See the Notes before-cited. 
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pedient for the bodies or the ſouls of men, Serm. 
cithet for the Church in general, or for any III. 
of its members in particular, let them ſeek SV 
diligently thro their own boaſted performan- 

ces, whether extemporary ot compoſed, let 

chem, ſearch all their aſſemblies; and conſider 

s, Wl dtligenily and ſee, if there be any ſuch thing 

nv. i their uonſhip, ſo full in its matter, ſo re- 
ll WY gular in its method, and ſolemn in its expreſs 
w ſions, as un or hath been heard * 
4 ung like in. Bur, 

t- Fourthly, the Concluſion is no leſs excel. 3 
or lear than the beginning, winding up and en- 9 
xf forcing all with redoubled vehemency and 1 
d flame of devotion. For how forcible muſt 
dle fupplications of the Church be, when the 
's I PtieſÞ repeating twice that Invocation, 
2. Ln er Gods CD Cn 
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i 4 Let it be here SET that dl twee Petitions, from. 
r the beginning of the Deprecations to the end of the Inter- 
t ceſſions, are directed to the Son, the ſecond perſon in che 
Trinity, as the true and proper object of out , worſhip 
which: appears from theſe expreſſions, Spare thy people, whom 
- thoa' haſt redeemed with thy moſt precious blood; by thy holy 
incarnation, by thine agony, &c. Good Lord, deliver us. And 
ſo likewiſe i 18, We, be ſeec h thee to hear s, good Lord. And ſo 
in the cloſe, Son of God, we beſeech. thee to hear us 0 Chrift 
bear us, And then, as the Litany began with the Trinity, 
going on to the Son; ſo at the cloſe, from the Son it returns 
to the 1 again: ſaying, Lord. have mercy, &c. 
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Serm. the woꝛld: the People ſubjoining as often, O 
III. Chaift, hear us; Low, have mercy upon us: 
then followed and quickned with the alternate 
repetition of that Primitive Form, or leſſer 
Litany, directed to the Trinity; Low, have 
mercy upon us: Chuſt, have mercy upon 
us: Low, have mertcy upon us: And then 
ſhutting up all in that ever acceptable prayer 
of our Lord: how forcible, I ſay, how pier- 
cing muſt this united cry of the Congregation 
be? How muſt it come up unto God, like 


2.4, 25+ 


the cry of the [/raelites, when God heard 
their groaning, aud had reſpect unto them? 


The following prayers, which inſtead of 
Amen, the People cloſe reſpectively with a 
repeated ſupplication, that God would arife, 
help, and deliver them fo2 his name's ſake, 
and fo2 his honour ; togerher with rhe inter- 
poſal of the Doxology, and the addition of 
the Verſicles and Reſponſals unto the end; all 
theſe ate indeed the language of a forrowful 
and afflicted ſoul: but yet, whatever the 
rich and happy may imagine, never unſuitable 
for the lips of every member in every Con- 

gregation. For I would ask, what ſon of a- 
doption is there, that is not alſo in ſome ſort or 
degree a ſon of affliction? What ſon of man 
is there, that hach not many enemies among 


4 
9222 


the ſons of men. beſides bis ghoſtly enemies ? 


— unn. ... — 


in the Common-Prayer. 
And ſince we e commanded by our Lord to 
pray daily ** not to be led into temptation, but 


115 


Serm. 


„ to be delivered from all evil, which. the SV 


craft and ſubtlety of the Devil oz man 
wozketh againſt us; theſe Prayers with the 


following ejaculations are but an enlargement 


or paraphraſe upon thoſe petitions in the 
Lord's prayer. And therefore, as that is, ſo 
may theſe, with the ſame propriety be uſed 
by every man, tho' the happieſt of men; and 


upon every day, tho' the moſt arenen of 
our lives. 


But if any Chriſtian has no viſible ne of 


afflictions, if God hath not dealt with him 
5 after is ; yet a due ſenſe of them ſhould 
make him of aſorrowful, and of God's forbear- 


. ance ſhould make him of a contrite heart. And 


hſtly, if he be at eaſe himſelf; yer he ſhould 
weep with them that weep,the poor, the naked, 
and the miſerable, which are far the greateſt part 
of the Church Militant. And ſuch an one cannot 
be a vital member of the Body; who if any ſin- 
gle member ſuffer, much more if many members 
ſuffer, ſuffers not, ſympathiſes not with them. 
If it be asked, with what propriety can 
that joyful Hymn , . Glow be to the Fa⸗ 
ther, &c. be put in the midſt of theſe forrow- 


ful lupplications ? I anſwer, thus did holy Pſal. 6. 8. 


David, in whole Penitential Pſalms are in- and 22. 0 il 


I 2 terwoyen 
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terwoyen many ant Hymns. And 
thus the Church, phos: calling, to mind the 
noble -tyogks God did for her in the times of 
od, naturally breaks forth into thankſgiving, 
which as naturally quickens her, faith, and 
doubles her importunity in the following 
cjaculations. When the lamp af. devotion 
is opprefled with ſorrow and almoſt funk , 
then the oil of gladneſs dropt into it cau- 
SIT ee eee 
More. 

If it be alſo asked. what need of that ma- 


nifole Repetition, that is uſed. as in the fore- 


going. ſo particulasly in the following Ver- 
ſicles and Reſponſals? I anſwer, that this is 
the true voice, or rather cry, of ihe penitent 
and ſorrowful, extorted by miſery, and ex- 
toxting mercy. Which anſwer concerning Re- 
petitions in our Service, ſo oſten abjected, 1 
ſhall here once for all obſerve to be ſufficient, 
from the ſucceis it gave to one of theſe very 


ejaculations, when firſt uſed by blind Barti - 


aut. For when he cried out, Jeſus, thou 
— e 0A on wer a de 


ne Note; chat al PIG out of Seripture, or are 
tamed out of Scripturę-expreſſions. It is to be obſerved 
like N e are all directed to the Son, the Lord Jt- 


dec or bid 
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bid to hold his peace, he ſtill ey d our a great Serm. 


deal the more, Feſus, tbou Son of David, 


have. mercy on me; his cry was heard, and if 


4 


his blindneſs cared. His repetition was made 
no objection by our Saviour to his requeſt : 
bat on the contrary, becauſe he cry d the 
more a great deal, Jeſus was. prevailed upon 
to ſtand {till ; and thus the poor man ſucceed- 
ed, not becauſe of his poverty, but becauſe 
of his importunity. 

This whole Office is cloſed wich a Collect. 
wherein the foregoing petitions, which have 
been alternate between the Prieſt and People, 
are now gather'd and collected into one prayer, 
and offered up by the Prieſt in behalf of the 
People, . only ſaying Amen. For this 
reaſon, Let us pꝛay, is put before it only as 
a mark of tranſition, as was before explained. 
The ſubject of this Collect is to turn from 
us, or to ſanctify all our troubles and adverſi- 
ties: and it is taken almoſt word for word 
from the ſame ancient repoſitory, as the Li- 
tany is, namely, the Sacramentary of Gre- 
gory : and whereas it was after his time cor- 
rupted by inſerting the Imerceſſion of Saints, 
this was not only expunged by our RErForMERs ; 
but as an antidote to: that corruption, they 
——_ this ſentence, Gꝛant that in all our 


1 3 troubleg 
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Serm. troubles we may put our whole truſt and 


III. confidence in thy mercy. * 
Thus have we gone thro the conſideration 


of this excellent and peculiar Office of our 
Church: and upon the whole we may affirm, 
that as in the Liturgy in general we may be 
ſaid to worſhip the Lord in the beauty of ho- 
lineſs; ſo in the Litiny we worſhip him in 


the PAY of Day: 


* Note, that the prayer of Chryſo Home, tho' here placed, 
is not appropriated to the Litany; but is common both to 
it and the daily Morning - ſervice. 

19 The Diffenrers propoſed at the Savoy - Conference, that 

17 the Litany might be altered and changed into one continued 
114 prayer, taking out all the ſupplications that belong to the 
1 people; whereof they exhibited, a Form: but both the pro- 
1 poſal and the form were rejected. But what they could not 
1 get altered, they ceaſe not to diſparage : for tis with reſpect 
1 to out Litany chiefly, (which certainly throughout, but eſpe- 

1 cially at the concluſion, contains the ſpirit, energy, and 
quinteſſencs of devotion) that the Diſſnters uſe againſt our 
Common- prayer thoſe beggarly compariſons , , rar it 
at Pres, Sc. 
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Serm. 
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A & upon ſeveral Occaſions, it will be 
neceſſary in this place to add a few 
Vords. 
As private evils, chat befall Perſons, whe. 

ther in mind, body, 02 effate, are provided 
for in the general Collect for all conditions 
of men; ſo theſe publick evils, which in 
like manner befall Multitudes, are here prayed 
againſt in particular Collects. For what trou- 
ble of mind, ſickneſs of body, adverſity of 
fortune, are to private men; that wars and 
* tumulrs are to the minds, plague and fick- 
nels is to the bodies, '* drought and rain, dearth 
and famine are to the eſtates of multitudes. 

Tis true: theſe evils are prayed againſt in 
the Litany : bur there are theſe differencts. 
i*, In the Litany they are deprecated only bn 
certain days, which ought to be done eve 
day, whilſt the occaſion lafts. 2. In the EI. 


tany they are anly barely mention'd® and hot 


enough inſiſted upon or diffinguiſh'd from o- 
ther evils, that are of a leſſer ſize. 3%. In the 
Litany they are confi ger d as abſent and acci- 
dental; and we pray only to be deliver d 
you them: but in theſe Collects they arg 

I 4 conſidered 


III. 
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Serm. conſidered as preſent and actually lying up- 
II. on us; and we pray to be delivered from 
under them: In the Litany we pray for pre- 
vention; but in theſe for g ſ e, ©: 

But cho theſe are publick evils, yet being 
themſelves of different extent, ſometimes fal- 
ling upon a Province or County, ſometimes 
upon a City, ſometimes upon a ſmaller diſtrict 

Amos 4. or Village; God cauſing it to rain upon one 

City, and cauſing it nat to rain upon another 
City; inſomuch łhat one may pray for rain, 

whilſt the other for fair weather: therefore 

theſe Prayers are occaſional, to be uſed by e- 

very County, City, or Village, as their ſeve- 

ral neceſſities require. But when thele evils 

are ſo great or ſo extended, as to become Na. 

tional, then it hath been the cuſtom of our 
Church to appoint a day of publick Humilia- 

tion, with Faſting and a proper Service drawn 

up for the Occaſion. Thus there is no evil 

of any kind, whether Perſonal or General; 

none of any extent, whether Provincial or 
National; but our Church in proportion widens 

wiſa. 18. the Mield of her ee ior prayer, 
3 cither to e or 90 HS Þ pl TY 12 
eee ne ne 
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'8 7 — that only. 52 imo 80 Prayers, vix. for rain 4554 
for fair weather, were in the firſt. Rook of 84w, 6. and then 
—_ at che end of the Commmrion- Iervice. But in the 
8 ſecond 
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The Prayer appointed on Ember-weeks, Serm. 
cho? Occaſional, yet is not (like the former) III. 
accidental; but affixed to certain times of te 


year : which dur Church hath * appointed to 
be kept with Faſting and Prayer, ** for thoſe 
that are to be admitted into holy Orders. 
And herein the follows the conſtant Cuſtom of 
the Catholick Church, and that is derived 
from the original Precedent of the Apoſtles 
themſelves : who, upon that order of the 


Holy Ghoſt, ſaying , Separate: me Barnabas AG r3. 
and Saul for the work, whereto ] have ca- 


led them ; when they had faſted and prayed, 
laid their bands on them, and | ſent them 
away. A Cuſtom of the higheſt importance 
to be.continued for ever in the Church; to 
the end, that all thoſe appointed to feed the 


——— „— —— —— — — 


ſecond Book of Edi. 6. theſe two with the three following, 
viz. in time of dearth, war, and plague, were all five in- 
ſerted in the place, where they now ſtand. But their re- 
2 Thankſgivings Were added by order of K. James 
the rf, | * | 


Note alſo, that the five foregoing Prayers are Depfecati- 


ons; whereas, the. thtge following, * for Ember-woeks, | 
m 


for the Parliament, for. a8. conditions en, are Interceſſi- 
ons: theſe were added d. laſt Review, 1661. 

h Canon 31. An. 1603. degrees, that Deacons and Mini- 
ſters be Ordained or made, but only upon the Sundays im- 
mediately following the Jejunia quaruor temporum, com mon- 
ly called Ember-weeks:: which Decree is as old 28s Gelaſius, 
Who appointed the ſame about the year q. 


* flock 


* 


Serm. flock of Chriſt, may be true and lawful ſhep. 
HI. herds, having enter d in by the door, I mean, 
Mthe Apoſtolical way of Ordination, by prayer 
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and laying on of hands of the Biſhop ; and not 
Hirelings, who climb up ſome other way. 
The other Occaſional” Prayer * for the 
High- Court of Parliament, is of the like 
publick importance to the State, as the for- 
mer is to the Church; and ſo both jointly 
to our Conſtitution: in which the Church and 
State are ſo united and link'd together by the 
Fundamental Laws of this Realm, that they 
cannot be divided withont being deſtroyed: A 
maxim fully proved by the conſultations of 
that memorable Parliament which overturned 
both, and which, gave occaſion to have this 
very Prayer added here to our e 
cen f aſter the . 9 
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| The Communion, 


0 econd. Service. 


N nin the Jewiſh worlhip there was a germ. 


Wy; A! larger Sacrifice appointed upon the IV. 


9 Sabbaths and great Feaſts; ſo is "A 
there an additional Service appointed upon then 28,9, Gr. 
Lord's-day, and the Feſtivals of our Church; 

it being meet, that theſe holy days, the chief 

days of the Aſſembly, ſhould be diſtinguiſh'd 

in excellency from the claſs of ordinary days: 

and that they ſhould take itt not only all the 

» foregoing Offices that diſtingnith' d ſome days 

of the Week from others; hut chat they ſhould 

have ſome peculiar Service of their own, 
whereby they themſelves ſhould be diſtin- 
gaiſh'd from them all. And ſuch is the Se- 

cond 


124 7 be — of Holimek 


germ. cond Service, as it is ſomerimes called, ani | 
IV. not improperly when there is no Celebration 


* 7 every Holy-day, whether a Feſtival or Faſt. 


of the Lord's-ſupper ; thoꝰ this is its true end 
and deſign, for which it was originally inſti. 
tuted, and from which it takes its more au- 
thentick name, the Communton-Service. 
And as the Church gives it the name of 
the Communion- Service, ſo it orders it to be 
read at the Communion· Table: and thus by 
ining the ancient place and name, as me- 1 
morials of her Primitive zeal, ſhe teſtifies to 
all her Children, that there ought to be now I nad 
in theſe days, as in the days of old, an holy UU 
Communion, whenever this Service is ap-: b. 
pointed, that is, on every Lord's- day and on ¶ fe 


'Tis true: the Church obligeth all her mem. 4 
bers, that are Confirmed by the Biſhop, * to 
Communicate at leaſt three times in the «i 
be year; but then ſhe exborts them to fre- . 
quency in partaking of theſe. holy and blef I ; 
ſed Myſteries. For this allowance of parta- 

bur thrice in the year is an Act of meet 
Indulgence, forced on her thro the n 
of iniquity in theſe latter days: and it may 
be juſtly pleaded on her behalf in this Cale, 
as it was in behalf of Moſes in the caſe of 


Divorce: that for the . 48. of. our" hearts 
| the 


* 


Or or noon wr _ <5 & 2. 
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and he Church fuffereth this; but Som: the be- Serm. 
rinning it Was not ſ0. IV. 

Burt let us proceed to conſider the Form of VV 

Ihe Service itſelf, Now it ſeem d good to the 

Church, that the Celebration of this Sacras 

nent which Chriſt himſelf ordained, ſhould 

with the prayer which he himſelf 

i: r re of his love left to 


n . 1 


nm —ſ — — — ww IE 


Mae; an ancient Cuſtom in the Church, to be'traced up 
%, high as the third Century, to ſing an Anthem in this place, 
called the Introit; becauſe while this was, ſinging, the Prieſt, 
made his Introit, that is, entrance within the Septum or rail 
the Aar: Which Insroit was ufually a Pſalm ſuited to 
the day or ſolemnity. And this Cuftom was ordered in the 
firſt Book of Edw.6. and tho' omitted in the Rubrick of the 
ſecond Book, yet it has been and is till continued down in 
ou Cathedral CH and in ky ae places - 
y fing. 
Na in many Pariſh- Churches, inſtead of this Anthem i is 
commonly ſung a Pſalm : which is very proper, tho” the Mi- 
nifter ſhould. not go up to the Communion-Table ; and ra- 
ther the more ſo, when he doth not: becauſe this interpo- 
fal of a Pſalm makes a ſeparation and diſtinction between the 
wo Services, which ought to be thus made by diſtance of 
time,” when it cannot be done by difference of place: Not 
er dat in all Fariſp- Churches, (as well as in Quires) where it 
can, be done with convenience to the Congregation, this Ser- 
8 rice ought regularly to be ſaid at the Lord's Table: a thing 
y which Biſhop Beveridge; that great Saint and Ornament of 


8 our Church, and great admirer and promoter of our Litur- 

f, much deſires and infiſts upon, as uſeful to remind Peo- 
dle, that there ought at leaſt to be a Sacrament, tho' there 

de not, on every Sunday and Holy-day. 

p | p 


his 
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Serm his Church, for her daily uſe, and endleſs com 


fort. The Lord's- prayer muſt be the moſt pro. 
per introduction to the Lord's-ſupper. And 
ESt. Jerome affltms, that Chriſt taught it his 
Apoſtles to be faid at che holy ( Communion; 
whence be and all the Ancients do expound 
that Petition: Gfve us this dap ottt daily 
bread, of the body of Chriſt, that bread of 
life, which in thoſe times was daily received 
And our Church doth in her Catechiſm thus 
expound this Petition, that therein we pray 
our heayenly Father ** to fend. us all things 
that be needful as "wo for our ſouls as 
bodies. N 

After this moſt proper beginning. ie 
follows a prayer no leſs proper, for Sanctifi- 
cation. For without purity of heart, or in 
the Pſalmiſts phraſe, waſhing our hands in 
innocency, tis high preſumption to go f his 
altar. The bread, that Chriſt gives us in 
the Sacrament, is his Body : and concerning 
this ſpiritual bread, that objection of the Jews 
is very juſt, how 'can Chriſt's diſciples eat 
with unwaſhen hands ? Not but this prayer 
is here placed as a preparative likewiſe for the 
following recital of the Commandments. For 
as the people were by God's order Janflifyd 


22 n! 


N quotidie in Corporisillius ſacrificio Credentes 
audeant loqui, Pater noſter, c. Hieron. adverſus Pelag. lib. 3. 
before 
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before the firſt publication of them; ſo ought Serm. 
we to haye pure hearts, before we be fir to IV. 
hear them rehearſed. RT 3 WW 

After this preparation, the Prieft 
to the People rehearſes diſtinctly the ten 
« Commandments : the benefit whereof may 
be conſidered with a double reſpect; x*. with 
a particular regard to the holy Communion; 
or, 20. with a general regard to their ſtand- 
ing and intrinſick uſG. 

Firſt, With regard to „ this 
rchearſal of the Commandments; with the ſup- 
plications of the People ſubjoined to each, is: 
an excellent preparative for. receiving: thoſe 
holy Myſteries: for it contains thoſe peniten- 
tial acts, which the Church requires. For in 
its Exhortation for the worthy participation 
of the Lord's Supper it thus directs. The 
4 N and means thereto, is: Firſt to exa- 

mine your lives and converſations by the 
« rule of God's commandments: and where- 
« inſoever ye ſhall perceive your ſelves to have 
N offended, either by will. word, or deed, 
there to bewail your own ſinfulneſs, and 

to confeſs your ſelves to almighty God. 
„ with full purpoſe. of amendment of life. 
Now whilſt each Commandment is reading, 
every Communicaat ought by a ſecret recol- 
jection, at leaſt of his geoſſer ſins, to examine 
his 


4p 


I7. 


Deut. 6. 
6, 8. 
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Sers bis own oonſcience; and being conſcious 


Mat. 19. 


wherein he hath offended, (for alas} who is 
Mere that liveth and ſinneth nat?) be then 
may bewail hid own ſinfulneſs, with the 
reſt crying out, Lot, have mercy upon us; 
and alſo ſtrengthen his purpoſe. of amend- 
ment, adding, And intline our hearts to 
keep this Lam. The keeping of the Com- 
mandmenes is ane f the three things, we did 
«« promiſe and yow in our Baptiſm: and the 
hearing of them rebearſed diſtinctiy to us muſt 
be of peculiar uſe, when we are going to re- 
new that Vow in the Lord's ſupper. Not but 
without _ mm uſe of: we 4 44M 
ments, 

'Serondty; The Rehearkal of them, ihe 
manner preſcribed, is of general and ſtanding 
advantage t Chriſtians. For I would a8 
what ean be of 
then the futmiltar knowledge of thoſe thisgs, 
the 4 
Safpatior 7 Now our Saviour hatlr faid, if zbvz 
unt enter into-life , kexp' the Cmmund. 
ments. * Moſes; to inforce the 
faith, '7hey ſhall be in thins heart'> and nun 
ſhull lind them for 4 figw upon thine' hund, 
and they ſhall be as — — 


eyes. Doubeleſs this recital of them in the 
„ all cheſe effects for 


it 


greater advantage to them, 


ahee whereof ig the conditio of 


chem, 


2 1 e Ln He. 


it — reprints them upon their memo- 
ries, which otherwiſe would as regularly be 
worn out and effaced by the impreſſions of 
cheir weekly affairs. And the People them- 
ſelves being obliged after every Command 
ment to ask God mercy for their tranſgreſ- 
ſion thereof for the time paſt, and grace 
to keep the ſame for the time to come, 
what do they at each rehearſal, but as by a 
new tie, hin them for à ſigu upon their 
hands , woe as JOE noone ed 


Mes Þ1 


F ei! r 
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"1 Tt is to be noted, that the Prieſt in cchebdhhs the Com- 
mandmentꝭ, ſpeaks as from God, and therefore is ordered, 
to turn himſelf tothe People: whilſt they receive them 
* kneeling, the poſture of reverence and ſubmiſſion to what 
God commands, and of humiliation for the breach thereof. 
Biſhop Andrews thus feſcribes the manner of it, which 


{ doubtleſs he- 171 himſelf, and which he enjoined in his Di- 


dceſe. The Prieſt after the Collect, deſcends to the door 
„of the Sept um or rail; makes a low adoration towards 
« the Altar: then turns to the People, and ſtanding in the 
« door, readeth the ten Commandments, as from Gods 
« whulſt they Ve proſtrate quite to * end, as to God 


« ſpeaking." 
This . the cuſtom of our Church in his time: for 


besen, ge ee eee of che ancient Funk 


bade the rehearſal: of. the Commandments was never 
apf6ſnted in Tr teh, ancient or modern, but only in 
ſhe Church pf Angland : do that this is an en Feruf 
1 g. our Liturgy. Ki. 
Crs i firſt * appoinged 3D in the ppt Bogk Sf eau 6 


£11 * 
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125 


Serm. 
IV. 


IV. 


% The Beauty-of Holineſs 


SGWerm. 


After the Commandments fitly follows, « 
prayer for the King, he being cuſtar utriuſque 


Tabulæ, the guardian of both Tables; ſo that 


he is not not only the DEREN ER OF THE/FAITH, 
but of the Law. But whatever men may an- 
nex to the Titles of Kings or Sovereign Princes, 
yet the Defence of both is by God himſelf 
veſted in their Office. And for this cauſe hath 


. he commanded us to pray for them, firft of 
all. And according to this command our 


Church hath placed theſe Collects for the 
King, being two for variety, firft of all, al 
moſt in the beginning of this Office, even this 
higheſt Office of her whole worſhip, wherein 
all Interceſſions are moſt available. For ſince 
in the holy Sacrament God giveth us his own 
Son, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give 
us all things? And that this Interceſſion for 
the K ing may not fail thro the indevotion of 
the People, the Prieſt calls upon them to join 
earneſtiy therein, by char — Let 
us pay. 

Then comes on the Collect * the Diy : 


of which having already ſpoken” ar lage, 


ſhall now <confider; according to my promiſe, 


the relation which each Collect with its pro- 


per Epiſtle and Goſpel do Jointty bear. and 
how they are together fitted to the 
* to Which they are affixed, and all in 


their 


274 ” 
. r 
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obſorved by the Church. 


2-4 Now: there are three Great and leading „ 5 
ſtivals, obſeryed from, the beginning by the | 
Catholick Church, which are among the Leſ- 


ſer; as Princes among their Nobles: Theſe 


for their greater ſolemnity have ſeveral days 
or weeks appointed to attend and, as it were, 


wait upon them in their Proceſſion. 
Thus the Nativity of Chriſt, our only Lord 


* Saviour, hath the four weeks of Ad- 
vent appointed as its forerunners; and it 


may be ſaid of theſe, as it was of John Bap- 
tiſt, with regard to Chriſt's coming; that they 
are as ner to Fe bis way before 


him. 
Eaſter, the day of Chriſt 8 Relarredtion, 


mia; eater ond dignity; to that of his Nati- 


vity, hath not only all Leut as a general Pre- 


parative; but a whole week, called the holy . 


week, as a peculiar Attendance to go before 
it; and moreover two days ſet apart, 0 f. 
low aſter. 

ien, the third great F eſtival, hath 
not indeed ſo great an Attendance, to go be- 
fore it, only che — after Aſcenſion; yet 


it is honoured, with two days ſet apart to fol- 
low, in its train f, neither could there be 


more; ſince the following days are ſer apart 
K 2 for 


1371 
their courſe to the ſblemn anniverſary Seaſons Serm. 


IV. 


7 
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Serm.. for the ſolemnity of the Ember weck 


TV. 


Now in all thele preparatory ſeaſons or inter- 
> vals between theſe; Feaſts, che Epiſtles and 
Goſpels with the Collects. which is generally 
taken out of them, ate ſitted to and point to 
wards the great Feſtival that comes on. 

For inſtance; thoſe appointed for the four 
Sundays in Advent ſet forth the various co- 
mings of Chriſt; and are as the gradual dawn- 
ing of the morn, before the riſing of the Sur 
of: Righteouſneſs.:\From Chre/imes to Epi. 
Phany the Church ſets forth Chriſt's humani- 
ty, that he is very man, of the ſubſtance of 
his Mother born iii the world. Thus the 
Fealt of Circumcifion delares him not only to 
be made of a woman, but alſo made under the 
Lau But after RHipbhany the Church mani- 
iis his Divinity, char he is very Od. of 
tie ſubſtance of the Further begotten before 
«all worlds;:- Thus in: the firſt Sunday after 
Epiphany, the Goſpel maniteſts his Nviniry, 

bydhis miraculous anſwers ro the Jewiſh Doc- 
tors: in the ſecond, by his turning water in- 
td: winds) in cherthürd; by his beaking che Le- 


perl: om the: S,, eee | 


and waves with his word. 903 You Af X12 
Front Sgptageſama Sunday 
looks forward Towards the great Feſtival of 
Zafer. That Suaday with the dw dollowing 
101 1 4 may 


the Church 


in the Common-Prayer. 1 33 
ay be called the Leſſer Lent, they being Serm. 

Yrepargtive ta that long ſolemn ſeaſon, as that IV. 
is:9 Eaſter; Now Lent being nftirutedand kepr —V i 
in imitation of Chriſt's faſting forty days and | 1 
forty nights, from the beginning of it on Aſh- 
Medne ſflay, all the Epiſtles and Goſpels with 
their Collects appointed for che Sundays, have 
one general aim, namely, to produce in us 
repentance and death unto ſin; tho* each Sun- 
day for variety propounding different ways. 
The 1%, exborting to patience in afflictions : 
the 20. to demperince and abſtinence from alt 
uncleaneſs: the 3. to ſtrictneſs of life and . 
Ferre and ſo in the reſt: | 

Having thus crucified the whole body. of (in 2 
err, at Eaſter we are made partakers of 

a joyful Reſurrection: we are rais d from the 
| death of ſin to the life of righteouſneſs. 
Wherefore from Eaſier to Pentecoſt or Mbit. 
ſunday the Epiſtles and Goſpels run in a con- 
traty tenor, tending to raiſe in us joy, hope, 
newneſs of life, and the like. For the Church 
having at Faſter put off. her fackrloath, the pn. 30. 
penitential garb of Leut, is all this ſeaſon re- 11. 
preſented iu her Services, as girded with glad. 
eſs : which at laſt is compleated by the 
coming of the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, as 
on oy Wy: of regen or LE hit ſunday. 
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Serm. And now the third Perſon; in the Trinity 
IV. being alſo fully revealed to the world, toge- © - 
4 MM ther with the Father and the Son, from whom 
he proceedeth, the Sunday following is a Feaſt 
| inſtituted in honour to a the three Perſons, Gp 
the Feaſt of Trinity, which might be called 
the great Epiphany, being the manifeſtation ha 
of the Three Perſons, as the other Epiphany 8 
is only of the Son. 0 
Laſtly, during that long W from 4 
Trinity 'rll Advent, the Epiſtles and mg 5 
have alſo but one general view and tendency 
to raiſe in us the ſeveral fruits and giſts of t 
Spirit, and all holy and ſpiritual affections. So 
that all the ſervices of this long courſe of Sun- 
days may be conſidered as looking. either 
backwards with a grateful regard to the Feaſt 
of Pentecoſt, from which all thoſe graces 
that make our ſervices acceptable, flow; 57 
forwards with an awful regard to Advent. the 
time of our Lord's coming, for which thoſe 
graces, prepare us: either as teſtifying, that 
the Holy Ghoſt is come; or as fitting us by 
his aid againſt the coming of our Lord. 
© Thus then the Epiſtles and Golpels ate not 
caſt into our Lirargy at random, or as it 
ſhould happen; but are placed every one in 
its order, being ſuited ſeveral to their pro- 
per days, and all jointly to the ſeaſons, which 
come 


in the Common-Prayer. 
come between and are govern'd by rheſe Car- 
dinal or great Feſtivals. 

Tho' I have traced out to you this admire: 
ble order of our Church in ſo particular a 
view, yet it will be uſeful and edify ing to pre- 
ſent you alfo with that more general ſcheme, 
wherein that great Prelate, Biſhop Coſins, 
hath excellently repreſented the wildem of our 
Church. Theſe are his words. The Church 
hath not appointed Epiſtles and Goſpels, 
but upon ſpecial relation to the time where- 
in they are read. And it is admirable to 


*«. ſee, with what order and wiſdom all things 


« are diſpoſed and brought in tempore ſuo, 

Ke that they might be the more kindly for 
the Putting us in mind of what we are a- 
bout, or what we have to do. The whole 
« year is diſtinguiſhed into two parts: the 
« time of Chriſt's living among us here on 
Earth, which is the Firſt; and our time of 
« living here after his example, which is the 
« Second : for the Firſt are all the Sundays 
« appointed. from Advent to Trinity. Sunday: 


for the reſt are all the Sundays * after Tri- 


« nity to Advent again. (Peteres diſtinxe- 
« runt hee duo Tempora in Tempus Dom:- 
* mice Diſpenſationis, & in tem pur noſiræ 
9 Peregrinationis.) And becauſe the firſt 
part is converſant about the life of Chriſt, 

K 4 | ” and 
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Serm. « and 5 myſteries of his Dix ine Diſpenſation, 


he Biaudy ofe Holineſs 


++ therefore, beginning at Advent, is the me. 


. mory of his Incarnation celebrated, and af. 


ter that his Nati vity, then his Circumciſion, 
* his Manifeſtation to the Gentiles, his No- 
nage, his Doctrine, his Miracles, his Paſſi- 
% on, his Burial, his Reſurxection, his Aſcen- 
« ſion, his ſending the Holy Ghoſt; all in a 
+. moſt abſolute order: in all Which we ſes 
the whole ſtoty and courſe of our Saviour, 
in manifeſting himſelf, and his divine my- 
ty ries, - to the world; So that the Goſpels 
+ read through : all this part of the. year, have 
1 « their chief end and purpoſe, to make us 
+ know. and remember with grateful hearts, 
« what excellent benefits God the Father 
0 hath communicated to us firſt by his Son, 
and then by the Holy Spirit, making os 
« the heirs of heaven, that before were the 
«« ſons of Hell: for which unſpeakable good. 
i neſs, we do moſt firly end this part of the 
year, with giving praiſe, and glory to the 
«« whole bleſſed Trinity. 
The Second part, which contains all the 
«« Sundays after that, being for our guidanco 
in the Peregrination that we have living in 
this world, hath for it ſuch Goſpels, in or- 
der appointed, as may moſt, eaſily and 
9 ply inftruct and lead us in the true 176 
of 


"> 


generated by Chriſt, agd Initiated in his 
% Faith, wn, ie what, virtues, to follow, / 
„and what vices. to elchey... Thus in the 
” ' Firſt part, we are to learn the Myſteries of 
+ the Chriſtian Religion: in the Second, we 


, ze to practiſe that which. is agrecable to 


the fame: For ſo it behoves us, not only 
to kno that we have no other foundation 
of our Religion but Chriſt Jeſus; born, cru; 
+ .cified, and riſen for us; but facther alſo. to 
build upon this foundation ſuch a life as he 


„ wc. 


requires from us. And becauſe, the Firſt 


part ends with Pentecoſt, the giving us a 
«new Law in our hearts; therefore the Se- 
* cond is to begin with the practice of that 
os al that as the Children of 1ſrael did 

i*/ pals thro' the Deſert by the direction of 
+ Moſes, fo we may paſs thro” this world by 
«© the guidance of our Saviour, and oycrco- 
ming at laſt our ſpiritual enemies, we may 
come to our heayenly dwelling -place, and 
there remain with him for ever. , 

Thus have we ſeen at large the wondrous 
order and diſpoſition of the Epiſtles and Goſ- 
pels appointed for the Sundays. As to thole 
longing to the days of Saints, theſe are 


choſen out and ordered ſo as do honour in- 


vet directly to thoſe a which they do 
either 
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of e ; chat thoſe. which are Re- * 
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| Serm. either hy reciting their writings, Ru recording 


their actions, Or recommending their example. 


WY Bur ſoraſmuch as theſe days _ no real glo- 


ry of their own but what they derive | om 
Chrift, who is g/orified in his x, aint; there- 
fore they do 4 ultimately reſpect, and ſome 
pay immediate honour to the great Feſtiyals of 
our Lord. Thus the Days of * St. Andrew 
and St. Thomas come before and uſher in our 
Lord's Nativity; of * St, Stephen, St. Zobn, 

and "Ma Innocents immediately follow, after. 


— — ——̃ — 
. St. Andreui is placed firſt in the order of e - 
cauſe he was firſt called by Chriſt, 


n St. Stephen. ſeems to be placell firſt after Cam, 
becauſe he was the firſt Martyr : St. John next, becauſe the 
Diſciple whom Jeſus loved, and ſo next him in ——_— 
Then the Innocents, becauſe their Martyrdom was the 
conſequent upon Chriſt s Birth or Nativity. Some give ufo 
this myſtical reaſon both for their place and order; that 
Martyrdom, Love, and Innocency are firſt to be magnify'd, 
as wherein Chriſt is moſt glorified. . 

| Becauſe the Saints enter into joy thro' ſufferings, there- 
fore theit Days are/uſher'd in with a Vigil and Faſt on their 
Eves; partly to prepare us for the more ſolemn keeping of 
the day following ; and partly to bgnify to us, that we too 
after a few days of TI and ſorrow ſhall pals ir into 
2 joy ful Eternity. 01 AGING 

For. this teaſon there is no Vigil on the Eve of st. Michael, 
becauſe the Angels did not enter into joy thro' ſufferings, 
but were, placed there from their Creation. - There is none 
likewiſe on the Eves of St. Mark, or of St. Philip and St. Ja- 
cob; becauſe theſe fall between Eater and yhitſuntude, upon 
which Joyful feaſon all Falls were forbidden. 


And 


a 
C 
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| inſtituted to repreſene the Law Preceding the 


in the Common-Prayer. 


And the Reſt are placed at regular diſtances, Serm. 


not Erouding together, that the _ not 


conſdund rior injure each others ;” but VV 


yer may all ſeverally keep up and ſet off the 
gar f the Lord. Theſe days are placed i in 
our Calendar, as the Planets are in the Firma- 
ment: For as thoſe move round the Sun, bor- 
rowing their light from him, with which they 
enlighten the Earth; ſo theſe attend upon and 
receive their glory from the Sus of rigbteouſ 
neſ+, which they caſt round upon his Church. 
So then in the Greater Feſtivals Chriſt is glo- 
rify'd in his Perſon directly; but on the Leſ- 
ſer he is glorify d in his Saints by reflection. 
Thus then there is a relation and mutual 
dependence in the whole ſyſtem of the Epiſtles 
and Goſpels ** uſed throughout the year. Thus 
much as to the beauty of their order.. 
As to the excellency of their matter, thoſe 
appointed for the Sundays contain the moſt 
choice and principal parts of the New Teſta- 
ment, as the i Leſſons for the ane do 
thoſe of the Old. Now as the © Epiſtle was 


2 


o Note, that tho ſome of the Epiſiles be taken out of the Att, 
and the Old Teſtament ; yet they may be properly called E- 
pifites, as taking their denomination from the greater part : 
This i is a figure often uſed in Scripture itſelf. However to 

ſatisfy 


4. ti. 
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Serm, Goſpel, an " 705 7 a tene the 


"IF matter of it ggeptive: 
Y < 

the Go Th 11 0 gepigſentz 

Rs 0 preaching of Ghriffjanity, 


orical and preceptive, relating what 
Chri Ache Fre . — tans: 


* And Wh Whereas the et was: dar | 
of 1 terror In in \ proportion, £0 tl e | comfortable 
. e in the Wi therefore 
ir was an lal 5 
n 85 r at. che read: 
4 15 13 5 zoſpel to ic $4 ga 
*{, mid-day, par wich, dey d e 
wn TAS, ro dilpel rhe dar give Fl jeſt 
165 ny, of, Wer, " ſides, this deni 
remany, there. hays ern ro, Poa 
51 5 paid to the 19805 x1 which,c0 nue 
in our Ch arc] to, ith 18 dax, * ah ood pr 
Aube a tal 92 0 and 
2 dipg of th r 2h DE Fax vr 
de Ne tex z. whereas at | ing ofthe 
\ they, are indulged the. poſture. of fit. 
111 PD as 
king, 4s gs, ing. the words of.<rh1 E Servants, 
Eaty 6 DRE, g even 10 tg mag obeBiont the 
laſt Review there were added in the Rubrick theſe words, 
«or portion of Seripture. appointed for the Epiſtle, _ 
Per zoras Orientis Eccleſias aun legendum eſt Evange- 
lium, accenduntur luminaria, Jam ſole rutilance : non utique 


ad fuganda⸗ tenebrai, Jed ad 7 ignum lefitia demonſtrandyn. 
Hieron. adv. Vigilant.. 3 9 * 


id 
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he This reverence the Catholick Church, throngh- Serm. 
©: out che Eaſt and et, hath always paid to 
15 the Son of God above all other Meſſengers. SV 
„And our Church generally continues the prac- 
at ¶ tice of the ſame; tho not menrion'd in her 
I Aubrick; as being recommended by antiquity, 
ull I cho? not enjoined by authority: A reverential 
le ¶ caſtom, ſurely very meet to be kept up every 
Ic F where in honour to the Son of God, but e· 
71 ppecially in this Church and Nation; ſince no 
d- eſs is paid to our Ning himſelf, at the read 
a ing of whoſe Commiſſions the higheſt Court 
he among us, even of our e- n up _ 
tir N uncover the hed: f 
fi- || Secondly, The other eee _ to . 
lar Goſpel, was, that aſter the naming of it, all 
ue che People ſtanding up, ſaid, Glory be to 
bee, O Lord. This uſage borrowed from 
nd ancient Liturgies our NReformers continued in 
rd Our and tho! afterwards diſcontinued in the 

c I Rubrick, yet this was done thro' neglect, not 
It- by A, e S 2 e ros 


1 


"Re a: This r d point. This: (ies 
he Glory be 10 (thee, 0 Lord). laich he, was appointed in King 
ds, ¶ Edward's Service-Book, and is ſtill uicd, , however it came 

o be left out here. I think it was Jon? by th] Printer's 
ge nogligze nee for\the& Statute at che beginning of this Book 
„e us nothing all be altered hut a few words in the Litany, 
m. ny a Clauſe at the deliver 4-6 the Sacrament. So that if it 
8 — the Printer, 85 migit"have ſtood ſtill. 
| 1 
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* 'Serm: the laſt Review alli things are eſtabliſhed in our 


IV. Lirurgy; yet cuſtom ſtill continues the uſe of 
many Parochial Churches: and the vice of 
Cuſtom is in Civil caſes the voice of Law. 
The rehearſal of the Nieπ]ι ͤ Creed follows 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels, as that of the Apo. 
file's Creed followed the Leſſons; and this 
for the ſame reaſons, namely, becauſe as Fuit⸗ 
comes by hearing, fo with the mouth the Con. 
Fefſion of it is made unto ſalvatiun. But beſides 
theſe general reaſons,” the rehearſal of our 
Faith before the receiving the holy Commu- 
nion is founded on higher ends. 16. It being 
meet that all ſhould firſt profeſs the ſame Faith, 
who partake of the ſame Myſteries: for ſurely 

Exod. 12. if 0 ffranger, nor uncircumciſed perſon could 
43: 48. eat of the Paſſover, that typical'Sacramenr ; 
much more no ſtranger to the Chriſtian Faith, 
met of the Lord's Supper. 2... As the ac- 
— dgment of the Articles of our Chriſtian 
Faith is part of the Ve made at our Baptiſm; 
ſo onght the fame acknowledgment to be re. 
"peared at the Lord's Supper, wherein we re- 
* that VW. 1 11 N 
It is not my buſineſs to conſider the ſub- 
ſtance of this Creed neither, nof to run thro 
its Articles: wherefore I ſhall only here ex- 
WP 1 plain 
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theſe Confeſſions of our Faith 1 


ancient Church to turn to the Altar or Eaſt, 
not only at the Conſeſſions of Faith, but in 


pbanius, ſpeaking of the madneſs of the Im- 
; it among other things, 
towards the Eaſt. Now this is the moſt ho- 
nqaurable place 
therefore ſeparated from the lower and inferior 


of FHolies in the Jewiſh Tabernacle, which 


ſuwets to the Mercy - ſeat in the other. As 
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plain and recommend thaſe two ancient Cul- Serm. 
toms, of turning towards the Altar, and of IV. 
bowing at the name of Fear when we make 


As to the firſt, it was the cuſtom of the 


all che publick prayers. And therefore Epi- 


poſter Elææus, counts this as one inſtance of 
that he forbad praying 


in the houſe of God, and is 


part of the Church, anſwering to the Holy 


was ſevered. by a Veil from the Sanctuary: 
and the holy Table or Altar in the one an- 


then the Jews worſhipp d. n up their f —_ 28. 
bands towards the Mercy-ſeat, and even. the Brod. 25. 
Cherubims were formed with their, faces look- 19. 
ing towards it : ſo the Primitiye Chriſtians did 
in their worſhip look towards the Altar, of 
which the;;Mercy-ſeat was a Type. And 
therefore the Altar was uſually, called the 4 
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, ® Epip. z. Har. 19. 6 
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Setm. bernacle of Gods glory, His" thait of State; 


thethtone df God, the type of Heaven, Hea- 


een ier: for theſe reaſons did they always 


in praying look towards it. But in reheatſing 
our Creeds this cuſtom is ſtill more proper 
and ſignificant : for we are appointed to per- 
form it fanding, by this poſture declaring 
our reſolution to ſtand by (or defend) that 
Faith, which we have profeſſed! ſo that at 
theſe times we refenible not ſo much an Af. 
fmbly, as an Army: As chen in every well 
marſhalled"*Ariny'M look and move one way, 
fo ſhould we always do in a regular Aſſein- 
bly; bur eſpecially* at the Conſeſſions of Faith, 
all Chriſt's” faithful Soldiers ſhould ſhew] 
that they hold the unity of Faith by this uni- 
fotthity* of geſture/ my 8 0 ae 
be other uſage, of bowing at the name of 
cnet is founded on 'rhat'Seripture,-where 
declared; that God barb" given bim 
2 name which ir nhobe every hum: that" ur 
a gane of Joſt tory nee” ſhontd bow, 
torry tung M tonifeſs, that Nea, 


= ES ro the glory of God the Fa- 


Now tho? the Rubrick be ſilent Herein, 
yet * Cab of out Chitetf'rhths enjbins 
+ that when in time of divine Service the 

Lord Jeſus ſhall be mehtign d, due abd 
" — Reverence ſhall be done by all- per- 
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mies abound. 


Fung 
in the Common Prayer. 


e reſtifying by this outward Ceremony and 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the true and only Son of 
„God, is the only Saviour of the world, in 


145 


IV. 


** whom alone all the mercies, graces, and 


** promiſes of God to mankind, for this life 


and the life to come, are re fully and wholly c — 18, 


** compriſed. 

Now if ſuch Reverence be due to that great 
and eyer-bleſſed name when it is mention'd in 
the Leſſon or Sermon, how much more in 
the Creeds, when we mention it with our 
own lips, making confeſſion of our Faith in 
it, adding the very reaſon given in the Canon, 
that we believe in him, as the only Son, oz 
only begotten Son of God: and when too we 
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£f Which is thus explained by the Injunckions of Q. Eliza- 
beth, Whenſoe ver the name of Jeſus (hall be in any Leſſon 


or Sermon, or otherwiſe in the Church pronounced, that due 


reverence be made by all perſons, young arid old, withlowlineſs 


of courteſie, and uncoveting the heads of the mankind, as 


thereunto doth neceſſarily belong; and hath heretofore been 
accuſtomed, Injunt. 52. 1559. 

Biſhop Coſins ſaith, this ſhould be done principally at 
reading the Goſpel : becauſe then alſo we __ up in ho- 
nour to Chriſt and his Goſpel. | 

This cuſtom is very uſeful againſt the Arians and other e- 
nemies of our Lord's Divinity; and therefore nevet more 
ſtrictly to be kept up than in theſe 153 wherein thoſe ene- 


L =" go 


y 
' 


| «+ ſons preſent, as hath been * accuſtomed ; Serm. Wſ 


«« geſture their due acknowledgment that the "a } 


* 
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Serm. do this ſtanding, which is the proper poſture 


IV. for doing reverence ?' 
fAtter the Creed the SERMON is appointed. 


Now as to the Preaching uſed in the Church 
of England, if we conſider either the excel- 
lency or frequency of it, we may juſtly af. 
firm, that if any Church under heaven hath 
wherewtithal to glory on this bebdlf; ; our 
Church hath much more. 

As to the excellency of it, this pralle 15 
been long yielded to our Clergy both at home 
and nom abroad, by the univerſal voice both 
of Proteſtants and Papiſts. And the reaſon of 
it is apparent: for no Nation under heaven 
hath ſuch Seminaries of Learning in all kinds, 
as this Nation hath, or any thing like them; 
I mean, our two renowned UniveRSITtES. 
And if ever the enemies of our Church would 
come up againſt this City of our Sion to take 
and to deftroy it, that policy of Holofernes 


againſt Bethulia will be moſt eſfectual, to ſeize 


upon theſe fountaius of her waters. . 
And as to the frequency or plenty of 
the word preached, which continually flows 


from theſe fountains, this proviſion of our 


Church, which appoints a Sermon once on 


the Lords: day, "muſt appear fufficient, yea 


abundant; if we look back to the ſcarcity of 
it in the days of che Reformation, when the 
ob E proviſion 


and for many years after but monthly. 
Wherefore this preſerit Provifion of our 
Church, in appointing one Sermon on the 
Sundays, ought to be accepted with all thank- 
fulneſs. And in truth a greater plenty than 
this turns not to our nouriſſiment, but only 


creates in us à waſte and a wantonneſs: that 


ppetite in many after a multitude of Sermons 
is no other, than that of the IVaelites, when 
not content with the regular proviſion of the 
daily Manna, hey required meat for their luſts. 
Far be it from me, that I ſhotild diſcourage or 
ſtraiten the Ordinance of Preaching : but God 
forbid, that the enlarging of that ſhould ever 
ſtraiten the Ordinances of divine worſhip, or 
be eſteemed before them; God forbid, that 
ever in the Church of Entland the Sermon, 
how excellent ſoever, ſhould be valued before 
the Service, which is incomparable. For to 
what end do we come to the houſe of Prayer? 
Is it to adore God, or to admire men? Is it 
to = Pc him for the ere of his great 


* „* LY 


ad 


| t That all 1 and Vicars ſhall make, or 0 to ; be meds 
in their Churches one Sermon every quarter of the year. In- 
junct. Edw. 6. 1547. 


s That the Parſons ſhall priach in their Churches one Sermon 


net) month of the year, &c. Injunct. Q. Elix. 1559. 
* 4. neſs, 
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proviſion of a Sermon was but quarterly; _ 
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Serm. neſs, or them for the excellency of their ta- | 


lents? Should this plenteous proviſion off 
Ss be ever again exalted and abuſed 
to the neglecting, deſpiſing, and diſparaging 
of our publick' worſhip, as it was before 
the great Rebellion, it might well pro- 
voke God to take it again from us; and in- 
ſtead thereof to feed our luſts with preaching, 
as he did the IVaelites with quails, till it 
came out of their noſtrils, aud became loath- 
ſome unto them. It was a remarkable ſaying 
founded on the reaſon of things, that a - 
preaching Church cannot ſtand: and it is al-. 
ſo founded on the judgments of God, that a 
Church, which places its religion in preach- 
ing, ſhall never ſtand. 
After the Sermon the Congregation, cho 
there be no Communion, yet is not diſmiſſed 
without prayers and the Bleſſing. _ 
The Prayer for the Caurcny MuitaxT con- 
tains in it /upplications, prayers, and inter- In 
cefſions, and giving thanks for all men, for I 
Kings, and all in authority, as the Apoſtle 
directs. Which expreſſion of our univerſal C 
Charity is highly neceſſary, when there-is a 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper: bur when 
there is none; yet being a general Interceſ- Yin 
ſion, it is neceſſary to fill up and cowplear | © 
the Second Service, which is a diſtinct Ser- 
5 vice, 


ta. 
1 0 
uſed 
ing 
fore 
pro- 

in- 
ing, 
I it 


in the\Common-Prayer 149 
armed at different times *. ON. 


by the Prieſt, or Biſhop, if preſent. This 
yas ſo highly eſteemed in the Primitive times, 
that none durſt go out of the Church till they 
had received it, as was enjoined. by ſeve- 
al. Councils. And when they received it, 

they did it kneeling or bowing down their 
beads. And this was done in imitation of 
the Jewiſh manner, which is thus deſcribed. 

When the Service was finiſhed, the High- Ecclus 
rieft Lifted up his hands over the Congrega- 
in to give the bleſſing of the Lord with his 
lips, and they bowed themſelves to worſhip 
the Lord, that they might receive the bleſ 
ſug from the Lord the Moſt- high. Thus did 
= Jews : for they conſidered it as the bleſ- 

ſing not of man, but of God. They had in- 
deed his expreſs promiſe for. ic, when given 


in the publick worſhip. And the Lard Hale Numb. 6: 


unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak to Aaron and his . 
Sons, ſaying, On this wiſe ſpall ye bleſs the 
Children of Iſracl: The Lord bleſs thee, 
ON q 3 and 
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» This Prayer is an abſtract of the Litany, and is the ſame 


in ſubſtance as to the chief materials, tho contracted into a 
Collect; which in ancient Liturgies was called Taria Ka- 
bo AN, or Catholick Collect. 


F * that the Form of this Chriſtian Bleſſing runs in 
mne 


ice, and in the firſt Inſtitution was per- Serm. 


Laſt of all comes the BlEssid to be given Y Y 


50. 21. 


— 


CY hem 


Luke 10. 


6, 


ok groſs ignorance, but an unjuſt a, upon the Prieſt! 
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their peace ſhall be upon him. Tf not, if he 


and ſo on 4¹ they ſhall pus my name ups 
the Children of Igel, _ 7 2009 he 


The ſame authority t to Bleſs; yea and grea 
ter authority than this, ſeems to be given tc 
the Miniſters of the Goſpels. | For into what 
ever houſe they ſhall enter, and ſhall ſay 
Peace be to this houſe ; if the Son of Peace 
be there; that is, according to interpretation 
if He that dwells there, do not hinder it b 
his wickedneſs or reject it thro' unbelief, the 


be not capable nor worthy of their Bleſſing, i 
ſhall turn to them again. And if this virtue 
þe annexed to the Bleſſing of the Biſhop or 
Prieſt, ſo as to go and come with it, wher 
beſtowed upon a private houſe; how muc 
more when diſpenſed in the houſe of God 
in his name and by his command, over the 
1 e 1 many of _ _ 


— — 
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the name of three pes N "IP and Holy Ghoft 
into which we are Baptized : and therefore ſeemingly moſt 
proper for the uſe of the Chriſtian Church : however the 
Calviniſts chuſe to make uſe of the Fewiſh Form. 

Note alſo, that the Rubrick orders this Bleſſing to be giver 
by the Prieſt or Biſhop : and therefore it ought not to be pro 
nounced by a Deacon; much leſs by the People : and there 
fore their repeating it after the Prieft, is not only a toke 
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lels 
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leſs as are ſons of „as are c 


e 


deſirous thereof, upon them ſhall the Bleſſing, IV. 


of the Miniſter reſt : but from them that are 
not, that either neglect. or reject it, his . 


| ſong ſhall turn to him again. 


I have now gone through the deſign I pro- 
poled : 2 work, if leſs entertaining, yet I 
hope the more edifying: a work, I am ſure, 
at no time unſerviceable, in theſe times not 
unſeaſonable. We behold then our public 
Service from one end to the other, from the 
Exhortation to the Bleſſing : and tho it be laid 
out in fo narrow and imperfect a delineation, 
yet upon the whole we may well cloſe with 
that exclamation of the Prophet concerning 
Sion, bow great is its goodneſs, and bow 
great is its beauty! 


And I ought not to omit that memorable | 


Teſtimony, worthy not only to be fixed up- 
on Record, but to be engraver upon the 
horns of the Altar, which was given our Com- 
mon-prayer by the King and Parliament in 
that Ac r, which eſtabliſhed the uſe of it. 
That it was By THE Alb or Tas HoLy GHosT, 
with uniform Agreement concluded and ſet 
forth, &c. May it ever enjoy the ſome Te- 
ſtimony from their Sueceſſors; and may they 
ever ſupport, ſtrengthen and invigorate thoſe 
L 4 Laws, 


ble and Serm. 
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Serm. Laws, which have been placed as a fence a- 
IV. bout it; that no Ne whatſoever preſume 
under the higheſt 7 Penalties to p2each, de- 


flare, 02 fpeak any thing in derogation, de- 
p2aving, o2 defpiſing of the ſain Book, oz 
any thing therein contained, 02 any part 
thereof. 

I ſhall now make ſome general Obſervati- 
ons upon our Liturgy : And, 

Firſt, From the perfection of it I obſerve, 
that the Form of bidding prayer is not itſelf 
a prayer, nor could be ſuch in the intention 
of the Church: for, 


16. Such a Prayer in the Pulpit is wholly 155 


ſuperfluous. For the Common-prayer is per- 
fect in its extent: therein we have already 
pray'd for all things neceſſary fo2 the ſoul 
and body. What need therefore of this 
addition, where there is no defect? This 
prayer then of the Miniſter, be it ever fo ex- 
cellent, can be but repetition : this lupply can 
be but ſuperfluity. But alas 

2. It muſt be far inferior alſo to the Com- 
mon- prayer. For this is perfect in its form. 
as well as extent: as therein we pray for all 
things. ſo we pray for, them in the beſt man- 
ner; even (as we babe ſeen) in the beauty 
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of holineſ}. And whatever ſome ignorant and Serm. | 
conceited people may imagine, yer God for- IV. 
bid that any Miniſter of our Church ſhould SV 
be either ſo conceited or ignorant, as to bring 
his own compoſures into compariſon with the 
prayers of the Church, which let ſuch know, 
(if ſuch there be) the finer they are, are the 
more improper ; and the more delicate, ſtill 
the more nauſeous. 

As this Pulpit-prayer would be bur an in- 
ferior and ſuperfluous addition to our Service ; 
ſo the Church; which does nothing in vain, 
deſign'd it to be, not a prayer, but a directi- 
on or exhortation to the People ; relling 
them before-hand, what they are at that 
time more eſpecially to pray for in the 
Lord's- prayer, as the judicious Sparrow 
explains it. 
| Now the very form of it declares thus 
much : for were ir a prayer, it would be ad- 
dreſſed to God; whereas it is directed to the 
People. Thus it begins: Ze ſhall pray 
«« for Chriſt's holy Catholick, &c. and lo runs 
all along; ye ſhall alſo pray, &c. and in 
the body of it the Miniſter faith, ©* and here- 
in I require you moſt eſpecially to pray 
« for the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, 
without doubt ſpeaking to the People, not 
to Gad. Then he recites all the King's Ti- 

tles 
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Serm. tles at length, which were it a prayer would 
IV. be neither neceſſary nor proper: otherwiſe the 
church had doubtleſs inſerted them in all. 
at leaſt in ſome one of, an Prayers for the 
King. 
. Laſtly, As the For elf, ſo the poſture 
of the Miniſter in delivering jr, which is ſtand- 
ing, ſhews it to be an Exhortation ; which 
would be kneeling, were it a Prayer: And 
therefore when he hath in this Exhortation 
recited the ſeveral heads of prayer, for which 
the people are to join with him ſummarily in 
the Lord's-prayer, he then together with the 
People kneeleth down, and prayeth, ſaying 
the Lord's-prayer, wherein the People ought 

to accompany him. 

But farther, if this Form of bidding prayer 
were changed into an actual Prayer, it would 
be the very ſame in ſubſtance as the prayer 
for the Church Militant: and if it were drawn 
up, as briefly as conveniently may be, it would 
be nearly the ſame in the expreſſions. If then 
this be uſed before the Sermon, the other 
eoming after it, would be but repetition. But 
alas! theſe prayers as they break thro” the in- 
cention of the Church, ſo commonly gobeyond 
the extent of her directions. For they are ſo 
far from being drawn up, 4s briefly as conve- 
nieutiy may be, that I do affirm, that they 
| | generally 


the foregoing Seide — of the Litany) IV. 
| | SN 


* common Churches and private Chapels. 


before the great Rebellion men began to tranſ- 


? in the: Common: mmon-Prayer. 1 5] 


generally equal in length all the prayers of Sern 


ut together. 

This Prayer of the Miniſter before the Ser- 
mon, be it of what ſort or fize it will, is not 
only contrary to the intention of the Church. 
but alſo to the Law of the Land: which in 
the lame Statute, wherein it eſtabliſhes the 
Book of Common - prayer, Enacts, that if 
„% any Miniſter whatſoever ſhall uſe any 0- 
„ther open prayer, than is mention d aud 
* ſet forth iu the ſaid book, he ſhall be ſub- 
jed to deprivation and impriſonment. *©* By open 
% prayer is meant, faith the Act, that prayer 
** which others are to come unto and hear in 


Now theſe Conſtitutions and Laws were 
founded on the higheſt reaſons. For when 


greſs thoſe bounds, changing this Form 
of bidding prayer into an actual prayer, 
and therein venting their own enthaſlaſtical 
effuſions, they quickly brought the Com- 
mon- prayer into contempt, and thereby che 
Church and State into ruin. Behold then 
what a great fire a little matter kindleth. 
The abuſe of this Canon, as inconſiderable as 
it may ſegm to ſome, was one main cauſe : 


« Frum. Elix. 


and 


erm. and engine, that brought on the Rebellion; 
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IV. thoſe wicked Miniſters making the Pulpit the 


trumpet of ſedition more by this Licence of 
praying it it, than of preaching from ir. 
Since then this private prayer of the Mini- 
ſter before the Sermon is an innovation, con- 
trary to the intention of the Church and Law 
of the Land: ſince it muſt be in itſelf wholly 
ſuperfluous and far inferior to the Common- 
prayer; and ſince in its conſequences it tends 
directly to the derogation, and deſpiſing, if 
not depraving of it; and hath once proved 
actually deſtructive to it, and thereby to our 
Church itſelf; we hope that the Friends both 
of our Church and Liturgy will approve the 
reſolution of thoſe, who, purſuant to the late 
IxuNcTrIoxS, chuſe rather to return to the 
former ulage, enacted by authority; than to 
go on in an error, 12 in 1" oy by con- 
nivance. 7 

: Secondly, I obſerve in favour of our Litur- 
gy; that it ſets a firm guard to the Doctrine 
of the ever- bleſſed Trinity, nd fences it in 
on every fide. 
The frequent rehearſals of the' Doxology 
are ſo many witneſſes to it. The ſeveral 
Creeds rehearſed at their appointed times, the 

Apoſtle's daily, the Nicene weekly, the Atha- 

naſh an monthly, are placed (as it were) at 

1 ſeycral 


in the en Broyer 


in the Litany, addreſſed to each Perſon ſepa- 
rately, and then to all jointly, tho' an acci- 
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ſeveral Stations to guard it. The Invocations Sem 


IV. 


dental, are an immoveable defence to it. The 


Feaſt of Trinity is the appointed Anniverlary, 
fixed in our Calendar, not only to be a guard. 


but to give glory to it. And as if all this 


care were not enough, as none can be too 


much, I cannot but remark, that on the three 


great Feſtivals and their Oct aver, Chriſtmas, 
Eaſter, and Whit ſuntide, the Collects at the 


concluſiop give equal glory to the three Per- 


ſons, running thus, th2o' Jeſus Chaiſt our 
Loꝛd, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the ſame Spirit, o in the unity of the 
- Came Spirit, ever one God, | wozld with- 
dut end. And leſt the concluſions in the 
other Collects generally running in the name 
ok Jeſus Chaiſt our Lozd, ſhould imply 
any inferiority in the Son as touching his 


Godhead, and ſo not the proper object of 


worſhip with the Father, there is one ſtanding 
Collect in the Morning and Evening Service, 
that is directed to the * Son; and that it may. 
be the more remarkable, it is that prayer, 


— 
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2 Which appears from this expreſſion, gathered togerber in 
thy name: and therefore it concludes not, as the other Col- 
lects, in the name of Jeſus, becauſe directed to him. 


F 


* 3 which 
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erm. which ſumms up and reinforces all the reſt, [ 


mean, the prayer of Chry/offteme. | 
Thus is our Liturgy a faithful guardian of 


this Fundamental Article of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, upon which all our Otthodoxy in the 
leſſer points depends, and from the corrupti- 
on of which all Heterodoxy, Scepticiſm, and 
Error, naturally fpring. Hence it was a ge- 
neral Obſeryation to the eternal renown of 
our Liturgy, that when it was ſwept way in 
the torrent of the Rebellion, many damnable 
Doctrines, ſtrange Hereſies, and ſtrange Sects, 

new ſpecies and ſpawns of Religions grew up 
and covered the Land. When this wich the 
Prieſthood was driven out of the Sanctuary, 


it came to paſs, that the Cormorant and Bit- 


tern poſſeſſed it, the Owl alſo au the Raven 
dwelt in it; there the Vulturs alſo were Be. 
thered, every one with his mare. | 
Thirdly, 1 obſerve in behalf of our Licurgy; 
kbat as it promotes Orthodoxy in us, as Chri- 
{tins ; ſo doth ir Loyalty in us, as Subjects: 


a Duty, which our Church | binds upon orf 


Conſciences in her Articles, Homilies, and 
Conftitutions ; but in her Liturgy puts into our 
mouths, and confirms and ſanctifies by prayer. 
This ſhe doth in every diviſion of her Ser- 
vice. Firſt in that ejaculation, Q Lo, ſave 
the Ring : then in a full diſtinct prayer for 

the 


in the Common Prayer. 159 


che King. another for the Royal Family, both Serm. 
together exceeding in length even the inter- IV. 


ceſſional prayer ** fot all conditions of men: 
jn the Litany are three diſtinct petitions for 
the King, and one for the Royal Family: In 
the Communion- Service, which conſiſts but 
of few prayers, there are two provided for 
the King : aid laſtly; in the prayer for the 
Church Militant, there is again an expreſs in- 
terceſſion for him: Thus in the daily Service 
there is a double, but on the Sundays and Ho- 
lydays there is a fourfold ſupplication for him. 
And that excellent King and Martyr, who 
dy'd for and with this excellent Church, was 
ſo ſenſible of her abundant Loyalty teſtify d 
in her publick worſhip, that he thus declares 
in that memorable obſervation of his, one 
of the greateſt faults ſome men found with 
the Common-prayer-book , was this, that 
it taught them to pray ſo oft for him.“ 

Vet it teaches and obliges her members to 
pray as oſt for every one, that ſitteth on this 
Throne. And after all ſhall the imputation 
of . Diſloyalty be ever charged upon the 
Church? Is this the return to her repeated 
ſupplications? Nay, ſhall her Loyalty be 
thought inferior to, or even compared with 


8 a SS.av_ 
— _—_— 
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Serm. that of the Sectariſts; who, whatever they do 
IV. theirprayers, yet in their principles diſown tl 
ing to be ſupreme head of the Church; na 

| who diſown the King's Supremacy, not onl 

3 as we hold, in oppoſition to the Pope, bur 
fo his Supremacy in oppoſition to the People 
for whom, as they aſſert, Kings are ordainec 
and by whom they may be reſiſted? Shall he 
Subjection be leſs ſecure, who acknowledge 

before the Altar, that God is the only rulet 
of Painces, and that we obey them in hin 
and fo2 him, and that this is accowding to his 
blefied. woꝛd and oꝛdinance; ſhall, I ſay, her 
ſubjection be leis ſecure, than that of Thoſe 
who aſſert that Kings are accountable to thei 
People, and that Reſiſtance is the right and 
ordinance of Nature? My Brethren, ſhoule 
wein vindicating, yea commending our Churcl 
on this behalf Hold our peace, the very ſtone 
of the Sanctuary, where theſe prayers a 
daily made, might cry out againſt us. If he 
Children be at any time ſeduced into diſſo 
alty, let them anſwer for it in their own pe 
ſons: but tis injuſtice, as well as ingratitude 
to charge it upon the Church: for twas ne 
ver Law with God or man, that the Pa 
rent ſhould bear the iniquity of the Chih 
——— | CO OO SL.” 


Fourthl 


t eminently promotes Loyalty in us, as Sub- 
jets ; fo doth it mutual charity in us, as 
Neighbours. 

Now this it doth both in the people to- 
watds each other, and in them all towards the 
Miniſter, and in the Miniſter towards them; 
between whom (as Biſhop Sparroteꝰs words 


* clamations, mutual proyocations, Joint pe- 
* titions, ſongs of praiſe, confeſſions of one 
* faith. As for inſtance, when the Prieſt 
* makes their ſuits, and they with one voice 
* ſay, Amen : or when he joyfully begins, 
and they with like alacrity follow, dividing 
e betwixt them the ſentences, each 1 5 


to the glory of God, as in the Pſalms and 
Hymns: or when they mutrally pray 


and the People for him, as in the ſentences 
before the Morning Collects: or when the 
© Prieſt propoſes to God the People's neceſ- 
ſities, and they their own requeſts for re- 
lief in each of them, as in the Litany : o 
when he proclaims the Law of God bs 
chem, as in the Commandments; they ſub- 
| M joining 


—— 
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Fourtbly, 1 obſerve of our Liturgy, that as my 


* are) there daily and interchangeably pals 
in the hearing of God and in the preſence 
of his holy Angels ſo many heayenly ac- 


** to ſhew his own, and to ſtir up others zeal 


for each other, rhe Prieſt for the Pebple 


erm. 
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Serm. joining their xcknid\WiedSinent of theid tranſ- 


"IV. 


greſſion, and ſupplication for grace to per. 
form them : all theſe interlocutory, forms 
of adoration muſt of neceſſity. beget and in- 
flame a mutual love of the 5 to each o- 
ther, and a joint love of all to the Prieſt. 
For where there is ſuch an union in worſhip, 
there cannot be much diſſention in life; where 
the People offer up ſo many prayers and in- 
terceſſions for each other, they cannot enter- 
tain thoughts or meaſures to revenge, bite, and 
devour one another. Again, it unites the af- 
fections of the People to their Miniſter, by 


whom, with whom, and for whom, they pray 
daily unto God. From his lips they receive 


abſolution ; and who is he, that will re- 
quite with an accuſation ? By him they are 
diſmiſſed the Sanctuary with a bleſſing; and 
what is he, that can at the door return it with 
curſing, by ſaying or doing any manner wr 
evil againſt him: 

What then can be faid more to the > 
tage of our Liturgy, than that it makes men 
good Chriſtians, living © in the true faith and 
fear of God ; good Subjects, living in 
humble obedience to the King; and good 


neighbours, living © in ee h owe N 
2 * charity one to another ? e Seb err e. 


* ne A 


make upon our Liturgy, and which I would 
fix upon mens minds, as worthy obſervation, 
is this; that the Church hath had great re- 
gard to the honour and comfort of the People, 
in that they are appointed either jointly to 
accompany the Miniſter, or to bear a ſepa- 


rate part, in almoſt all the whole compaſs of 


the Service : which therefore juſtly claims an 
equal regard, eſteem, and honour from them, 
eſpecially in compariſon of and before the way 
of the Diſenters. For among them the Peo- 
ple are wholly excluded: they are not ap- 
pointed, nor allowed to join in any part, not 
ſo much as in the Confeſſion of ſin, nor in 
the Confeſſion of Faich, not in the Lord's- 
rayer ; not allowed to offer up the leaſt eja- 
ulation, not even to ſay, Amen. Whereas 
1 | our Service the People, as is ſhewn in 
ie foregoing obſeryation, are all along ap- 
jointed and called upon to join with their 
'oices : neither are they any where excluded, 
ut where 'tis improper for them to be ad- 
nitted. | 45 
Wherefore let the Sectariſts deride our 
ommon- prayer as an Idol, and the frequen- 
rs of it as ſuperſtitious; let them mock}, as 
fold, at our People, ſaying *-<* that pleaſing 


* Preface to the Directory. 


2 * them- 
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Fifehly, The laſt obſervation, which Iwould Serm. 


IV. 
WWW 
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Serm. © themſelyes with their preſence; a at that Ser- 


IV. 


“vice, and their lip- labour in bearing a _ 


Wu ini, they harden themſelves in their igno 


„ rance; yet let our People themſelves glory 


in it as cheir high privilege, and hold it faſt 


as their bleſſed advantage: and if in this thing 
be their igriorance, may they be more and 


more harden'd in their ignorance. However 


let thoſe inſtructors of the ignorant be in- 
ſtructed in one thing; that this way of the 
People's bearing a part in the Service was not 
only uſed by the * Ancients, but that for this 
very reaſon the Service itſelf was called Com. 
mon- prayer. 

But then, my Brethren, ſince ye are ſo 


highly favoured and honouted.in our publick 


worſhip ; ſurely as this ſhould indace you te 
love, honour, and eſteem it; fo ſhould yo 
ſtudy to expreſs this your acknowledgment b 
joining only in thoſe parts, which are appoint 
e& you; and by no means intrenching upo 
the parts appropriated to the Miniſter : whic 


; | I ſhall again recite to you, to fix them wo 


your memories. 
Firſt, Such are the pronouncing che An 
Loro and the BLESSING : theſe belong to 
Prieſt alone they! a2 are Wr to ee Off 


—ͤ— n . 
8 5 aa Aer ea 2. St. Aug. n 2 


„„ at 
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in the Common Frayer. 


ing up pronounces theſe, I entreat above all 
things that the whole Congregation, being 
upon their knees, would attend and receive 
them with ſilence; and not declare the groſs 
7 0 of the heart by the leaſt motion of 
e UPS MH -: 
In le manner when he readeth the Er- 
HORTATION,, what an abſurdity is it for the Peo- 
ple to repeat it after him? For are all Prieſts ? 


Where then is the Congregation ? Or do all 


Exhort ? Who then are to liſten to the Ex- 
hortation ? 

It were much to be wiſhed, that not only 
in theſe caſes of abſurdity, but that even in 
the prayers, where the People are bound to ac- 
company the Miniſter with the heart, they 
would not do it alſo with the lips; and this 
not becauſe of any corruption, but only be- 
cauſe it breeds confuſion. For this reaſon in 
the Confeſſion of ſin, where they are to ac- 
company the Miniſter , the Rubric directs 


them to do it only with an humble voice: 


Why? leſt the ſound of all ſhould turn it in- 
to the noiſe of a Multitude, and not the 
voice of a Congregation. Tis evident from 
the Rubric, that the Church never intended 

x M 3 that 


165 


and no man can take to himſelf the honour of Serm. 
pronouncing theſe, any more than of the Of. IV. 


fice itlelf. Wherefore when the Prieſt ſtand- NV 
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Serm. that the People ſhould repeat the Words of the 
IV. Prayers after the Miniſter, bur only as the di- 
©OYV reds, that at the end of each Whey ſhould 
I Answes, and fay, * Amen. Now to whom 
ſhould the People Anſwer? Not to themſelves; ; 
for that is an abſüirdity: No, but to the Mi- 
niſter, Who hath alone offer d up the Prayer 
for them, and which they make their own by 
ſealing it with an Amen. If they ſay Amen, 
they have no need to repeat the Prayer: or 
if they will repeat the Prayer, they have no 
need to ſay Amen : for what is tos bas, to 
make Anſwer ro themſelyes ? | 1 


* — 


— oF 


= Rubrick after Abſolution. 
Amen is uſed at the end of the Prayers; Creeds, and in 
the Commination : and has accordingly different Senſes. 
After a prayer it is requeſting, Do be it, or this is my 
deſire. After the Creed it is affirming join'd with confelli- 
on: Do it is, or this is my belief. Aſter the Curſes in 
the Commination it is barely affirming, namely, that theſe 
Curſes are due to ſuch; Tranſgreſſors; but without any act 
of wiſhing or requeſting, that it may fall upon them. The 
words are, © Curſed is he that, ec. and not curſed be he. 
It is to be ſaid by the People, (not the Clerk alone) as the 
* Hieron, Rubrick after the Alfolution directs. “ St. Jerome Says, that it 
in 2. Pro- Was pronounced in ſuch a manner by all the People, that it 
æm. Com. reſembled the ſound of Thunder. In the f African Church, 
in Gal. where they prayed ſtanding, at pronouncing Amen they 
— raiſed themſelves on tip- toe, to expreſs their earneſtneſs, 
— But whatever our poſture or voice be, let it be n. laid 
L 7, with g an earneſt heart, and that by all; 


- 


This 


di Prayers after the Miniſter hath not the leaſt. 


Id apology for itſelf, but that it is a cuſtom : it SV 


m is doubtleſs a diſſervice to the worſhipper, as 

& well as a diſorder to the worſhip. Sure I am, 
it rather weakens than helps the intention of 
the mind: it runs out ſometimes into a work 
* of the lips. (as tis objected) and not of the 
beart, toò viſible among the ignorant ſort, 

4 and therefore more excuſable; I 'wiſh'it were 


ſome coming after, others falling in together, 
. with a promiſcuous uncertainty : inſomuch 
7 that St. Paul's reproof to the Corinthians in a 
like diſorder, might be very applicable to ma- 
ny of our Congregations; Jhould thofe come 
7 in, that are unlearned or unbelievers, hear- 
ing all ſpeak together, would they not ſay, 
that ye are mad? The complaint of this 
| diſorder being often made by you your ſelves, 
may the better be born from' us. For we do 
not ſay theſe things to caſt 4 ſnare upon any, 
nor to entangle or hinder any perſon's deyo- 


tion; but only for that which is comely, and 


| that you may attend upon the Lord without 
this uſual diſtraction. What rate then, my 


| Beloved, would you defire for your behaviour 


in the Church 7 The beſt, the only rule is to 
5 . © 4 obſerve 


in the Common-Frajer. 16 7 


he This too general cuſtom of repeating the Serm. 


only among them, ſome haſtening on before, 


IV. 
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Serm. obſerve the rules laid down in her Rubrice, 
IV. — omnrr—m rebar 


not to intrench upon the Prieſts Oſſice by im- 
proper repetitions, nor to neglect your own 
by a ſlothful ſilence; but conforming in all 
. to her orders, in time, in voice, and 
in geſtures, ye ſhall not fail to warſbip the 
Lord in the beauty of holineſs. 
And now what remains, but that we re- 
joice and joy together in our exceeding great 
happineſs, and that in the beſt of things, our 
Religious Worſnip, an happineſs far ſuperior 
to what other Churches or Sects enjoy, or ra- 
ther fancy they enjoy. As to Popery, from 
which we reformed, tho' its worſhip be ſa 
adorned and beautify'd with variety, yet it is 
ſadly ſtain d with errors and idolatry ; beſides 
it is ſaid in an unknown tongue: but however 
were it clear d from theſe objections, yet the 
frame of it, as laid out in the Roman Breviary, 
is ſo broken, perplexed, and obſcured, that it 
is ſcarce an intelligible, how then a reaſonable 
Service? And as to the whole body of the 
Diſſenters among us, beſides their foundati- 
on in Schiſin, no trivial fin, what can be ſaid 
in yindication of their Worſhip, When conſi- 
dered in its own meanneſs; much [6 when 
erer with the excellency of ours? Where 
in 


no appointment of Pſalms, no choice of Leſ- 
ſons, no rehearſal of the Creeds, no variety 
of Collects, no Litany, no Commandments, 
ſeldom the Lord's Supper, ſeldomer, if ever. 
the Lord's Prayer: wherein alſo there are no 
ſolemn Feſtivals obſerved; ſo far from it, that 
not only che Leſſer ſor apart in memory of the 
Apaſtles and Saints, but alſo the Greater hal- 
low'd. to the honour of our Lord himſelf, of 
bis Nativity, his Reſurrection, and ſending 
the Holy Ghoſt, Feſtivals Which the Catho- 
lick Church hath ever celebrated, are had in 
deriſion. Inſomuch that if I would ſet the com- 
pariſon between them and us in a true light 3 
there is the ſame diſproportion between their 
worſhip thus unform'd and indigeſted, and Ours 


appearing in its daily beauty and moving 


round in its annual courſe ; as there was be- 
tween the face of this world, when it was a 
Chaos without form and void; and when after 


the ſix days work it was finiſhed; enjoying all 


the form and motions of the preſent creation. 


And yet ſyperior as our Form of Worſhip 


is to them both, it has been ſucceſſively de- 
ſtroyed by both; by Popery when in its in- 
fant eſtate; by the Diſenters when come to its 


169 
in chete is no Confeſſion of fin made by the Serm. | 
people, no Abſolurion given by the Miniſter, aA 
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Serm. fall ſtrength. And at both times it was ſealed 

IV. with blood; under Popery with the blood of 
eis Compilers, under the Diſtnters with the 


blood of its Royal Defender. And having been 
twice thus glorioufly Sealed; and twice as mi- 
raculouſly Reſtored, and that even out of the 
laſt great Deluge, God ſeems to have eſta- 
bliſhed an everlaſting Covenant with it, that 
there ſhall not any more be the like "flood to 
deſtroy it. And there ſeems many bleſſed O- 
mens, that it ſhall ſtand faſt and flouriſſi: For 
beſides the many gracious aſſurances of prote- 
ction from the TuRON, the People likewiſe 
teem univerſally ſet in its defence. The Church 
with its Prieſthood was never more generally 
beloved, its Worſhip never more frequerited, 

its Altars never more crouded, than at this 
day. And no wonder: for to all the middle 
ranks of mankind it is the chief delight, and 
to the poorer ſort it is the only comfort they 
have in this world: the only refreſhment they 
have after their weekly labours, is to behold 
the fair beauty of the Lord, and to viſit his 
Temple; whoſe houſe is open to the poor as 
well as the rich, and at whoſe altars the hire- 


ling is as welcome as his Lord. Whereas the 


great men; the wealthy, and the mighty, have 
a I other ways and places of delight 


and 


1 
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and amuſement: they can frequent the Thea: $ 


tres day after day, where no time is too te- | 
dious, nor expence too great. But to the mid- A 


dle ranks of the world, and to the lower and 


poorer ſort, which together make up the bulk 


of mankind, to theſe, I fay, the houſes of God 
are the only places of reſort, of comfort, and 
delight. No wonder therefore, that they ge- 
nerally love above all things the Church with 


its Worſhip and Miniſtry, whilſt the other are 


apt to neglect and to treat them with deriſion. 
Thus it was with Chriſt the Maſter, and thus 
it will always be with his Servants; that he 
Elders, and the chief among men, ſet them 
at nought; but the common apy hear chem 
s Jeeps \> (136-1) by 

Let us chen rejoyce ade Miniſters had 
People, in our mutual happineſs, that we are 


born and bred up in the boſom of this Church; 


where we are enter; d by Baptiſm, inſtructed 
in her Catechiſm , ſeal'd by Confirmation. 

nouriſh'd by the Sacrament, taught by the 
preaching of the Word, honoured and com- 
forted by her publick Worſhip. But what re- 


turns can we make to our holy Mother, far 
all theſe benefits ſhe hath done unto us? 
What but to love, honour, and obey, and to 


defend her againſt all her Enemies. In the 


Camp 


in the Common Prayer. 1 1 
| 
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Camp of [/rge/ the Tabernacle with the Tribe 
af Levi was placed in the middle of the en- 


nr and all other Tribes encamped 


round abqut a and thus in aur I/ asl, all Or- 
ders, Profeffions; and Ranks of men, reſem- 
bling the ſoveral Tribes, ſhould in rheir proper 
ſtarions encamp about the Church with the 
Sons of Levi, the Clergy, to guard them from 
the adverſary. We who wait at her altars, be- 
fides> the commow tyes of other Chriſtians, 
have peculiar obligations as Miniſters, to love 
and to defend her to the uttermoſt. As for my 
ſelf, I believe and am perſuaded, that ſhe is 
the beſt Chureh now in the whole warld : that 
her worſhip is the neareſt to the Primitive 
form, in as great purity and beauty of halineſs, 
as'flie is capable of in this tate of imperfeCti- 
on. I firmly believe, that the Orders of Bi. 
thops, Prieſts; and Deacons, eſtabliſhed in 
her in which all other Proteſtant Churches 
are deſicient, I helieve theſe three Orders to 
have been appointed by Chtiſt himſelf, and e- 
very where planted by the Apoſtles. And I 


trruſt every true Member, much more every 
tdtue Miniſter of this Church, is ready and wil- 


lung to joyn with me in this perſuaſion ; and 

being thus perſuaded to joyn with me allo in 
ä Ph profeſſion, . wich regard to our Eſtabliſhed 
| Church: 


_—_” TS 4 


out chat all our profeſſions are but preſumpti- 


in the Gen Air 5 173 1 
Church : thar'by God's aſſiſtance, (for with-i } 


ons) by God's aſſiſtance, if I ſhould die with WV 
it, I would not deny it in any wiſe. 


Wy 5 ro „ God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 
all honour and glory now and for ever. 


Amen. 
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